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To my Much-honaured Friend, 

THOMAS NORTON, 
of Ixvjorth in the County of 
Suplk, Efq; 




Sl%, 

|I S noc any Prefumpcion on the 
ITH Merit of the following Sheets 
(the Fruits of fome idle Hours) 
that draws upon you the trou- 
ble of this Addrefs 5 but the Right you 
have to the Patronage of whatever im- 
tnediately relates to Polite Literature. 
A i And 



iv The Dedication. 

And tho this be a fufHcienc Reafon a- 
lone, yet I cannot deny, but I have an 
Ambition to certify my fincere Refpcft 
and cordial Efleem, by fome fie and 
fuicable Prefent, which I can only wifli 
I had made worthy your Acceptance. 

They contain Notions peculiarly a- 
dapted to the Studies of Men of Qua^ 
lity and Knowledge, and arc properly 
Rules to confine every Man to his Cen- 
ter, and circumfcribc him withiOi. his 
own Limits. To whom therefore could 
I with greater Juftice addrcfs them than 
to your felf, in whom Antiquity of De- 
fcent. Affluence of all worldly Goods, 
and Perfonal Accomplifhments, are fb 
eminently and remarkably confpictious ? 

Men and Angels are regularly difl 
pos'd by a Supreme and AlUgoverning 
Power, there being feveral Hierarchies 
or Degrees eflablifh'd in Heaven, as well 
as upon Earth ; for the great Architect: 

of 
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of the Univcrle hath frani'd all things 
in an incomparable Order, making Vei^ 
iels of Honour and Dilhonoiir, placing 
ibme in a (upereminerit Dc^ec, whilft 
others zdu in ia. fubordinace Station : all 
confpiring nriendly in an univctfal Har- 
mony, but diftinguifliirtg • Order from 
each toother. Be fides, read biit the (pan- 
gled Volume of Heaven,' and there you 

will find thofe Vaft lUelcftial Lutxunarles 

differ from one another in their glorious 
and ftupendous Magniirude. - 

Difl;in<^ion of Rank is highly ncdef- 
fary for the Oeconomy of the World, 
and was never eall'd in queftion but by 
Barbarians and Enthufiafts.' A jufl: Con- 
(Ideration for the feveral Degrees of 
Men, as the Orders of Providence have 
plac'd them above us, is ufcftil not only 
to the correcting of' our Manners, and 
4ceeping our common GonVerfation in 
the Bounds of Politcnefs and' Civility, 

but 



vi 2^e Dedication-. 

but has even a better Confequence, in 
difpofing our Minds co a religious Hu- 
mility 5 and in obferviag ftep by ftep 
the ftveral Degrees of Excellency above 
us, we arrive infeniibly at lafl; to the Con- 
templation of the Supreme Perfe(^bn. 

It has been faid that Inequality of 
. Condition is a Bar to Friendfhip 5 why 
then are not the Links of a Chain con- 
tinued. ii£ • well- perpendicularly as ho- 
rizontally I But ' if there cannot be 
what is call'd FriendOiip between a Great 
and a Private Man, diere may be lome* 
thing almoft equivalent to it, whilft 
t^ere is Beneficence on one part, and 
Gratimde on the other. I need not 
quote the Conftitutions of Civil Com- 
monwealths, nor anatomize the Politick 
Body, ki flicwing its Analogy with the 
Natural y as how the Hand, Foot, and 
other Members in their feveral puties 
perform their Allegiance to the H^ad. 

Much 
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The Dedication, vii 

Much mcMre alio might be faid h^ 
behalf of Or<ler and Civil Diftin^ons i 
but fearing I have already too much 
diverted you from what may (probably) 
feem more agreeable and entertaining 5 
and being confcious of my^ablltty to 
entertain you as you deferve, I (hall not 
fliew fo much Vanity as to attempt it | 
nor give yon any fet|thcn trouble : fub- 
mitting what I have taken the boldnefs 
to prefenr, to the candid Interpretation 
and friendly C^eoTure of your worthy, 
felf 5 and reft, . 
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1 The IntroduSiion. 

1. Nobility Celeftial, which confifteth in 
Religion. 

2. Nobility Philofophical, which is got by 
Moral Vertues. And, 

J. Nobility Political, whereof this prefent 
Treatife is. 

Out of the two firft forts of Nobility, no 
Man can become Noble except he be a good 
Man alfo ; but out of the third fort a Man, 
tho he be ever fo wicked and gracelefs, may 
yet excel the reft of Men, even in the high- '■ 
eft degree of Nobility : as Caligula^ NerOj and j 
fuch others did. 

The Matter of Nobility was in antient time 
accounted of two forts ; viz. 

1. Theological. And, 

2. Moral. 

For why ? Nobility is in it felf honourable 
and laudable, but without Virtue nothing (ac- 
cording to the Opinion of Cicero) can be com- 
mendable or praife-worthy. Of which the Seat 
and Situation oftheTemple of Honour among 
thd Komgns was a notable Example ; where- . 
to there was no Entrance or Way^ but by the 
Temple of Virtue '. In feveral of their 
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alfo we fee Honour and Virtue reprefented 
together in one Reverfe, and in one Medal ; 
the Face of Honour fo fhadows that of Vir- 
tue, that but a little of it appears, Honour 
being the more illuftrious of the two : and 
where we behold any Perfon outwardly a- 
dorned with it, we are to judge him inwardly 
endued with Virtue, inafmuch as Honour is 
his due, and juftly bellowed upon him. But 
by the prepofterous Innovation and Change 
of things, that Nobility, which properly be- 
longed only to the Good, gave place, and 
inftead thereof, that Nobility, which is equal- 
ly common to the Bad and to the Good^ 
ftepped to the Helm ; yea, even the word 
Jslobilis (or Noble) it felf, which fome will 
have to have been call'd Nofcibilisy or Re- 
markable, or for fome Virtue notable, began 
to be indifferently taken into both parts, good 
and bad ; as Nobile Scortum^ a Noble Harlot, 
lHobile SceltiSy a Noble Villain. Neither ixk 
cjueftion of Political Nobility are we any 
more to have recourfe to the Divines or Phi- 
lofophers, and much lefs to the antient Roman 
Conftitutions (for the moft part) difcerning 
all things by Magiftrates Charges and Offices; 
• but only to the Difpofitions of the Prvt\ct.s^rA. 

B 2 1^ox«lViOc^ 



4 T);e IntroduBion. 

Monarchs of the World, who having (by 
permiflion of the Almighty) the Power of the 
Government thereof committed to them in 
divers Forms, govern Nobility according to 
their own pleaftire and good liking, and fo 
have rnade the fame Hereditary. Hence it is, 
that a Stranger, made a Nobleman at Rome 
or elfewhere, is not at home accounted in the 
number of the Nobility, his Prince being 
thereto unwilling ; and fo e contra. There- 
fore they who examine Political Nobility by 
any other Rule than the Cuftom of every 
Nation, are utterly out of the way. Yet for 
all this fo great diverfity of Manners and 
Cuftonis of Nations, in all places the fame 
Definition of Civil Nobility is agreeable to 

all J ^iz,. QuoJL fit qualitas five dignitas^ qui 
quis legitime a flebeia Conditione eximitur^ & fer 
Gradus erigitur : i. e. That it is a Quality or 
Dignity, whereby a Man is lawfully exempt^ 
and by degrees promoted out of, and above 
the Eftate of the vulgar and common fort of 
People. Of this Nobility there be two kinds ; 

viz. 

1 . Nobility Native, /. e. by Birth. And, 

2. Dative, /. e. by the Prince's Grace and 
Favour. 

For 



Ch.2. Of the Nohility of the firfi Age. 5 

For as for violent Nobility, fuch as was that 
of Nimrod^Sy I utterly rejeft it. 

But that thefe things may be made more 
manifeft, I will by certain of the better fort 
of Commonwealths, even to thefe our times, 
derive the beginning of this Dignity, and 
the manner of obtaining the fame, as it were 
even from the fir ft Infancy thereof; taking 
both the Matter and the Examples I therein 
life, out of moft authentick'and approvM Au* 
thors, making hardly any Change of the Sen- 
tences, much lefs of the Words, that the well- 
afFefted Reader cannot' d& right lay any thing 
thereof to my charge. 

C H A P. II. 

Of the Nohility of the Firft Age. 

I Dare, contrary to the common receivM 
Opinion, affirm Nobility Dative to have 
been before and more excellent than Nobility 
Native ; Example being taken even from A- 
iMn himfelf, *whom all Men know to have 
been made, not born, and verily to have been 
^ Nobleman (if any other) as form'd by God 

B 3 V^ 



6 Of the Nobility of the firji Age. 

to the Image of himfelf, endowM with all 
good Gifts, and made Lord and Sovereiga 
Ruler of all Creatures, yea even of the whole 
World : But that Celeftial Nobility he foon 
(alas ! too too foon) loft by hearkning to his 
Wife; and that worldly Nobility which he 
yet retaioM, being to his Children derived, 
began firft in them to be Native, or Nobility 
by Birth. If any Man therefore confider ^- 
ii^wf^ own Race and Progeny, he muft needs 
confefs all the Men di that Age to have been 
together Noble. But as in Man's Body, for 
the Prefervation of the whole, divers Func- 
tions and OiBces of Members are required ; 
even fo in that firft Society of Men (as in all 
others) a Diftinftion of Perfons was nece(l 
fary : wherefore the firft Commonwealth 
which was of the Family of AJiAm and of his 
Children, confifted wholly of Noblemen, 'viz.. 
of the Children of one Father, and he a King, 
a Prophet, and a Prieft ; but yet not all of 
them to be with like Honour reverenc'd. For 
he, that firft Houfholder, as it were by the 
Decree of Nature, gave the Preeminence and 
chief Place to his firft-begotten Son, fo long 
as he kept the Right of his Birthright ; which 
Orders other Families afterwards following, 

conftantly 
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conftantly obfervM : So that he who was firft 
by Nature, fhould be accounted alfo firft in 
Honour. Yet neverthelels was it altogether 
lawful for the Father of the Family to make 
choice of his own Children, that fo, accord- 
ing to every one of their Deferts, he might 
beftow upon them Honours, or take them 
from them. 

Of the great number of Adimh Progeny, 
and the Difcord of the Brethren amongft 
tbemfelvcs, at length arofe the Divifion of 
Families, and fb confequently the Uncertainty 
and Forgetfulnefs of Kindreds, with deadly 
Hatreds and Fallings-out befides. By War 
the Change of Mens Eftates and Condition^ 
and Servitudes were ufher'd in ; the Van* 
quifhM, of noble became bafe and ignoblci 
and e contri^ the Viftors of bafe Perfons be- 
came noble. Men, for the Prefervation of 
themfelves, have out of Families affembled 
together into Villages, out of Villages into 
Cities, and out of Cities have grown toge- 
ther into Provinces, a4id fo into moft great 
Kingdoms. In Dangers and Diftreffcs, ac- 
cording to the Rule of Reafon, wife Men 
were callM upon for their Counfel, valiant 
Men for their Aid and Defence j to whom, 

B 4 ^ 



8 Of the Nobility of the firjl Age. 

as to Men moft worthy, the Government was 
committed ; whereas the reft, without any 
difference, were compell'd to obey, no regard 
being had to their Stock or Kindred. 
. - That thefe things were thus in the "^ewipj 
State and Commonwealth, is to all Men ma- 
nifeft, which are eafily read in the Old Tef- 
tament. Firft, That Principality and Prero- 
gative were given to the firft^begotten, will 
eafily be underftood, if it be diligently con- 
fider'd, that when Ai^m^ by reafon of his 
gr^t Years, was not able longer to attend to 
the Government of the Church and of the 
Commonwealth, Se^h was made Governour, 
who then held the Place of the firft-begotten ; 
to Seth^ even for the fame Caufe, fucceeded 
EfUfchj to Enoch ConMj to Conan M^haleel^ to 
^ahaleel Jeredy to Jered Canocy to Cmoc A/i?- 
thufehely to Methufehel Lamech^ to Lamech Noahy 
who ruled over his Progeny no Years after 
the Deluge, at which time the difperfing of 
his Pofterity happened. Which Difperfion be- 
ing made, every one of them reckoned himfelf 
as Prince of his own Family ; whici; Preemi- 
nence pafsM ftiil to the Firft-born of that Stock 
and Family : fo that the Firft-begotten of 
the principal Family ftill held the fame. Nei- 
ther 
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ther ought any Man to doubt that every one 
pf the Patriarchs ruled as chief Men over 
their own Tribes and Families, till the Go^ 
vernment of the whole People was delivered 
over to Mofes. But concerning Mofes himfelf, 
you may, read', that he and Aaron gather^ 
together all the Elders of the Children of i/1 
r4^/, which was the firft Affembly \ The 
X-ord commanded feventy of the Elders of the 
Children of Israel to come unto him, together 
>vith Mo^es^ which feventy (in the fame Chap- 
ter, ver. II,) are as it were jjy a known Name 
called Nobles, or chief Peripns of the Chil- 
dren of l^rad. Befides, Mc^es being opprefs'd 
with the Multitude of Suits, following the 
^ounfel of Jethroj chofe out of the People 
certain Captains of Thoufands, who ihould 
bear Rule over a thouf^nd Families ; others 
of Hundreds, who commanded over a hun* 
dred; others of Fifties, who had the Com-t 
mand over fifty ;^ and others of Tens, who 
had Rule over ten ; and determined their let- 
fer Suits and Controverfies. Now that there 
were many Captains of Thoufands even ia 
pne and the felf-iao^e Tribe, appeareth firom 
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Hdly Scripture ; and thefe Men Mo[e$ here 
and there calleth the Heads of the Fathers, 
the Heads of 4:he Tribes, Princes and Heads 
of the Soldiers : and amongft them were 1 2 
chief Princes, efpecially chofen of the 12 
Tribes, who fometimes were alone by them- 
ielves ele&ed for fome fpecial Commiflion. 
But what manner of Men Mofes made Rulers 
over the Ifrxelitesy and what manner of Com- 
panions he chofe forth, as Afliftants to him- 
fclf in the Government of the Common- 
wealth, he of himfelf ' thus plainly witneffeth : 

* And I fpake unto you the fame feafon, fay- 
f ing, I am not able to bear the Burden of 
^ you my felf alone. For the Lord your Grod 
^ hath multiplied you. And behold you are 
^ this day as the Stars of Heaven in number, 

* &c. Bring (from among you) Men of 

* Wifdom and Underftanding , and Men 
^ known in your Tribes, that I may make 

* them Rulers over you. And you anfwer'd 
^ me and faid, that which thou haft faid, it 
^ is good for us to do. And fo out of the 
^ Tribes I took the Captains, Men of Wif- 
dom and Experience, aiid made them Rulers 
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< over you, Captains over Thoufands, and o* 

^ ver Hundreds, &c. And Officers amongfl: 

^ your Tribes, &€.^ But we, induc'd both 

by the weight oiF the Words, and by Reafoot 

are obligM to conjecture, that Mofes^ being a 

^wife Man, in this Eleflion and Choice pre- 

ibrM Men for their Wifdom and Experience, 

£amous and well known, as well for the gaich 

ing the Favour and Obedience of the People^ 

as for the better Government of the Com- 

ononwealth ; not at all regarding fuch as boaf- 

*ed only of the Prerogative of their Birth : 

ibr other wife, inftead of Helpers, he fhould 

rather have affociated to himfelf the Pertur- 

Ijers of the publick Peace. Wherefore we are 

"CO look upon thofe feventy Judges, by the 

Commandment of God appointed by Mo[es^ 

xo have been of the Dignity of Senators ; to 

^whom fbme Men add two more, viz.. Mofes 

Iiimfelf, and the High Prieft ; as if fix had 

been appointed out of every one of the Tribes; 

By what therefore hath been already faid^ 

it is evident, that as well Dative as Native 

Nobility hath been in ufe amongft the Ifra^ 

elites y and fometimes even in one and the fame 

family pafs'd to. the Firft-begotten. alone, or 

XQ fome other, grac'd with fome publick Of- 
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fiee in fome Family ; whilft the reft, born of 
the fame Stock, in the mean time ftuck faft 
within the bounds of thofe of the vulgar 
State and Condition. And concerning the 
Kings of the Ifraelites^ it is to be thought alio, 
as of the Kings of other Nations, that they, 
according to their pleafure, ennobled many, 
either by Reafon or AfFeftion moved and in- 
duced fo to do. But now from the "Jews let 
me pafs over to the Gentiles. 




CHAP. UL 

Of the Ftrji Greek Kohility. 

NOTHING was ever more inconftant 
than the Greek Commonwealths, with 
perpetual Changes ftill floating up and down. 
The beginning of their Monarchy I (as moft 
are wont) will no farther fetch than from 
Cecraps the Firfl:, who ' (it^s agreed almolt on 
all hands) was the firfl: who gathered toge- 
ther the poor Peafents, difpersM up and down ■ 
the Fields, and having united them into one 

^— 1 J L ^ ^ — -. 

■ Pottec'i Greek AfUiqmhies^ ^. 6. ■ " 
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Body (tho not into one City, for that was 
not efFe£ted till many Ages after) conftituted 
amongft them one Form of Government, and 
took upon himfelf the Title of a King : for 
* from the time of Ogyges to CecropSy being the 
fpace of 1 90 Years, they Hved without any 
King .at all. Cecrops ", as foon as he had efta* 
bliQied himfelf in his new-raisM Kingdom, fet 
himfelf about laying the Model of a City, 
which he defign'd for the Seat of his Go- 
vernment, and Place of his conftant Refi- 

■ * 

dence. This ' City was built upon a Rocky 
and by him, with the circumjacent Territo- 
ries, caird after his own Name, Cecropia : and 
afterwards, as the Athenians increased in Power 
and Number, . and the Country round about 
fiird with Buildings, this was the Acropolis^ or 
Citadel. Then, for the better Adminiftration 
of Juftice, and the Promotion of mutual En- 
tercourfe amongft his Subjefts, he divided 
them into four Tribes, viz. i. Soldiers ; 2. 
Artificers ; j. Husbandmen ; and, 4. Shep- 
herds. He was the Author of many excel- 
lent Laws and Conftitutions ; nor did he only 
prefcribe Rales for the Conduft of their Lives 

; Iba. /. 5. I Ibid. /. 7. » Ibid. /. 8. 
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with refpe^ to one anocbcr, bur w'as the firfl 
who incrodac'd a Forn of Religion, erefted 
Altars in Hococr cf the Gods, 2nd inftruffced 
his Peojrfe 'vi what rnaaacr they were to wor- 
fhip them. 

Cecrcfs \ the Second of that Kame, and the 
lerenth King ct Mhxsy divided his Domi- 
nions into twelve Cities, or iai^e Boroughs ; 
compelling his Subjects to leave their fepa- 
rate Habitations, and unite together for the 
repleni(hing of them. But CtcropU ftill con- 
tinued the chief Seat of the Empire, tho each 
of thefc Cities had Courts of Judicature, and 
Magiftrates of their own, and were fo little 
fubjeft to their Princes (the Succeffors of C^- 
€rcfs) that they never had recourfe to them 
but only in cafe of imminent and publick 
Danger; yea, fo abfolutely did they order 
their own Concerns, that fometimes they 
waged War againft each other, without the 
Advice or Confent of their Kings, againft 
whom many of them alfo fometimes took up 
Arms. They who inhabited the Champain 
Country, were commanded by fome few ; the 
Mountaineers were governM by a popular 

Eftate ; 
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Eftate ; they who dwelt by the Sea-Coaft had 
a mixM Government, carrying a Medium be- 
twixt both J and they, who out of the whole 
Body of the People were calPd to the Go* 
vernment of the Commonwealth, were ho- 
nourM for Princes, Senators, and Noblemea. 
And ' thus from the Reign of Cecrofs the Firft 
to the time of Thefem^ the Government and 
State of Athens continued with little Altera* 

tion. Thefeus * being by an Accident advanced 
to the Regal Scepter fooner than could have 
been expeded, found out within a Ihort time 
the Inconvenience of having his Pcopk dit 
persM in Villages, and cantonM up and down 
the Country. To prevent therefore thisfEvil^ 
he formM in his mind (faith Plutarch ^) a vaft 
and wonderful Defign, of gathering together 
all the Inhabitants of AttioL into one Town,' 
and making them one People, of one City, 
who were before difpersM, and very difficult 
to be affembled upon any Affair, tho relating 
to the common Benefit of them all. Nay, 
often fuch Differences and Quarrels happen'd 
amongft them, as occalionM Bloodfhed and 
War ; thefe he by his Perfuafions appeased, 

; Potter^ f, 10. • Ibid. f.io. » P. ii* 

a.Qd 
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and going from People to People, and from 
Tribe to Tribe, proposed his Defigns of a 
common Agreement amongft them. Thofe 
of a more private and mean Condition rea- 
dily embracM fo good Advice : To thofe of 
greater Power and Intereft he promised a 
Commonwealth, wherein Monarchy being 
laid afide, the Power fliould reft in the People ; 
and that referving to himfelf only to be con- 
tinued Commander of their Armies, and the 
Preferver of their Laws, there ftiould be an 
1- equal Diftribution of all things elfe amongft 
them : and by this means he brought moft of 
. them over to his PropofaL The reft fearing 
his Power, which was grown very formida- 
ble, and knowing his Courage and Refolu^ 
tion, chofe rather to be perfuaded than for- 
^ 'Ced into a Compliance. He then dijflblvM all 
the diftinft Courts of Juftice, Council-Halls, 
and Corporations, and built one Prytamum 
and Council-Hall, ftanding to this day. And 
out of the old and new City he made one, 
which he named Athens ; ordaining a common 
Feaft and Sacrifice to be for ever obferv'd, 
which he calFd PanAthensa^ or the Sacrifice of 
all the united Athenians. He inftituted alfo 
another Sacrifice for the fake of Strangers, 

who 
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who would come to fix at Athens. Thec^ as 
he had promisM^ he laid down his Regal 
Power, and fettled a Commonwealth, hav- 
ing eriterM upon this great Change not with- 
out Adv^ice from the Gods \ Farther yet de- 
figning CO enlarge his City, he callM all Men 
indifferently by Proclamation, in thefe words, 
(Conie hithen all ye People) to enjoy an equal 
part of the Commonwealth. 

Yet for all this he fuffer'd not his State, by 
the promifcuous Multitude that flowM in, to 
be tiirnM into Corifufioh and Anarchy, and 
left without any Order and Degrees, but was 
the firft who divided the Commonwealth in- 
to three difl:ihift Ranks; viz. i. Noblemen, 
s» Husbandmen, and, 3. Artificers. To the 
Nobility he committed the Choice of Ma- 
giltrates, the Teaching and Difpenfing of the 
Laws, arid the Interpretation of all Holy and 
Religious Things •, the whole City as to all o- 
ther matters being as it were reduc'd to an E- 
quality : The Nobles excelling the reft in Dig- 
nity, the Husbandmen in Profit, and the Ar- 
tificers in Number. In this manner Thefeus 
fettled the Athenian Government, which con- 



■ Potter,'/. 12. 



1 8 Qfthe firft Greek NobiUty. 

tinix^ln the fame State till the Death of Co^ 
drus the feventeenth and laftKmg. So thac 
hy thp Government of Thefeus it appeareth 
that Nobility was gotten by Riches^ Know-- 
kdge and Virtue. , After the Regal Govern- 
ment was laid afide, the City was gqyern'd 
by a double Democracy ; ;one^ which confifted 
in the Power and Government, of the richer 
fort of the Citizens (caU'd the Jrtlwntes} and 
another which retted in all thofe. in general^ 
who were Freemen. Svlan. (the Docicard. be- 
tweea die Poor and Rich being appeasM) af- 
ter the Slaughter 6£ thtCycomanj^ v^StQX^to^ 
hisCbontry the Democratical or Popular Gci* 
vernmcht ; the Glyg^cchy, or Gbvernmcnt of 
fome* few being quite taken away;' ' He di- 
vided the AthentMs. ihto four Ranks^ 'aixord- 
ing ta every Man's! Eftaite : vizi i. Thofe who, 
could of their dry and wet Conimbdkiies fill 
500 of their Meafures^ Ite plac\l inthe firig; 
Order or Degree, calling: them mvtotRcfeo /^J\/^w 
(PentAtroj^o Medimmfh}- 2. Thofe who were of 
Ability to furnilh out a Horfe, or could fDl 
300 of their Meafures, he placM in the fc- 
cond Rank, and call^. .tliem hiroiJ^u xeXSyTcs 



•■ I 
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(Hippada telountes.) The third Oafs confiC 
ted of thofe who Could fill 200 of their Mca- 
fures, which were calPd z^Myt^oa {Zjugita.) In 
the fourth (the laft) he placM all the reft, 
calling them gmtes (Theui) " All publick Of- 
fiqes he appointed to, be committed to thofe 
tvho were placM in the three firft Degrees, 
who having borne Office accordingly, were 
Accounted in the number of the Nobility ; but 
to the fourth Rank no publick Office or Ma» 
giftracy was communicated, tho they had a 
liberty of. cbmihg, to the publiqK Aflemblies, 
arid voting thisreia ; and therefore that Rank 
-was altogether bafe and ignoble. But after 
Soloffy firft Jrifiidesy a Perfon (as Plutarch af. 
fures us) of a mean Extraction, and meaner 
Fortune, being in confideration of his eminent 
Virtues and Cgn^l Services, preferM to the 
Dignity of an Archon, repealed Solo/^'^s Law, 
whereby the gmtes, or loweft Order of People, 
were made incapable of bearing any Office in 
the Government. After him Pericles^ having 
lefTen'd the Power of the Areofagitesj brought 
in a confused Ochlocracy, whereby the Popu- 
lace and bafeft of the Rabble obtain'd as great 

; Potter, f. 16. 
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a (hare in the Government, as Perfons of the 
higheft Birth and Quality. According to 
Xenojfhon^ (who in his Book concerning the 
Athenian Commonwealth, fets it down for 
Right and Reafon, that they even of the 
meaner and poorer fort fhould indifFerently 
be called and admitted to all Preferments in 
every part of the Commonwealth, inafmuch 
ias they conduced more to the enriching of the , 
City than the Nobility) even plain Citizens, j 
baying well deferyed of the Commonwealth^ 
were therefore amongft the Mhemans enno^ 
bled ; and Nobility once by the Father ob-^ 
Cain'd, defcende'd alfo to his Children. . 
. But the Athenian Commonwealth was nol:== 
fo lavifli arid prodigal in ihe communicating 
of Nobility, as in antient time the Roman was 
fparing and curious in the beftowing thereof. 
That we may be furnifh^d therefore with 
greater Variety of Matter of this kind and 
nature, let lis take a View of the Roman State 
and Commonwealth. . 
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Of thefrfl Roman Nobility. 

ROMVLVSj to draw Strength to the 
City of Romey but lately before by him 
built^ ordainM an Afylum or Sanduary to all 
poor and bafe People ; who by Flocks refort- 
ing thither from all the neighbouring Parts, 
gave the firft Increafe to fo great a City. 
This Rabble, or mixM Multitude of People, 
^which by Juvef^al^ the Satirical Poet, is in 
thefe VerfeJs noted, w-e. 

Et tamen ut tdngh rep^tasy longef^ revolv4s 
l^omeHy ah infami Gent em deducts Afylo :■ 
Major um primus quifqais fuit ille tuorum^ 
4tit Paftor fuity aut illud quod dicer e nolo. 

Sat. 8.) 

le firft divided ' into three Tribes, each Tribe 
into ten Curid^ and each Curia into ten * D^- 
:«r/>, over which were appointed diftinft Of- 
icers. According to the number of the Cu^ 
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rUy the Lands were divided into thirty 
Parts, rcferving one Portion for publick Ufes^ 
and another for religious Ceremonies. In all 
matters of Importance, for many years the 
People voted accx)rding to the CurU ; and what 
the major part of the Curia agreed to, was 
reckonM the Refolution of the whole Aifem- 
bly/each (ingle Man having a Vote: knd 
hence arofe the d^mitia CurUts. He made 
alfo another DivKion of the PeDple, according 
to their Honour and Dignity, ^viz,. into Pa-^ 
trici^fis and Flebeians ; the former, as being 
elder and more nobly defeended, had the care 
of Religious Rites, bore Offices of Magiftra- 
cy, adminiftred Juftice, and were Affiflants 
to the King in the Government : The latter 
tilled the Ground, fed the Cattle, followed 
Trades, and the like, but had not the leaft 
fhare in the Government, for fear of the In- 
conveniencies of a popular State. The F4- 
tYtcii alfo were calPd Patrons, as having cer- 
tain of the Flebeii recommended to their Pro- 
teftion ; (which was done to bind the Prin^ 
Gipal each to the other, and was an Obliga- 
tion as eflPeftual as any Confanguinity or Al- 
liance whatfoever:) and thi^Plekeii thus^ re- 
commended to their Care, were call'd Cli- 
ents : 



Ch4. Of th firftKiimmKMtyi 25 

ents : of whom to have a ^reat number^ and 
to treat tfaem civilly^ it was die Glory of the 
Nobility. After ' this, Romulus choie. a hun- 
dred Aieii out of the PatritH toaflift him in the 
Government. Thjls Number he call'd a 8e^ 
nate, either from their Age dr Virtue, or i 
finendoy becaufe nothing was tranfaf^ed with* 
out their Permiflioh. Biit afterwards^ the 
SMms ' being ingrafted into the Conidion* 
wealthy and both Nations united into one, 
he chofe another hundred out of the moft no- 
ble cff the Sabinesy and added them to the Se- 
nate, which now confined of 200 P&rfohs. 
Tarquifniiis Prifcus ' (or as fome others would 
rather have it. Brut As) added to thein another 
100, chofenoutoftheP/e^w, which made up 
^hc Nthnber of the Senate 300. Aiid as thofe 
of Romulus\ Creation were called Patfyes Cori^ 
fcriftiy thefc were calPd Patres minor urn <ieH^ 
tium^ or Senators of the meaner fort of the Peo- 
ple. Valerius * PofUcoUy after the Kiiigs were 
driven out, chofe 164 of the Order of Gen- 
tlemen, to fill up the Places of fo many Sena- 
tors fiain by Tarquinius SuperbuSy who were 
Cail'd Jdleifiy or Men qhofen. For after the 

9 1 I ' , ■ I > 

' Ibid; iibi I. cap.J. ^.10. * P. 14. 
I ^. 35, cap, 5, ♦ Lib. 2. cap. i. f^ 65. 
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Diflblution of the Regal State, fuch as he faw 
to be wife, aged, and :of approved Honefty, 
he enrolled into the Senate, as into the moffc 
grave and reverend Council. The firft Foun- 
dations of the Roman Commonwealth being 
thus laid, the Citizens of Rome^ defcended of 
the Stock of Senators (who before had borne 
the chief and greateft Honours) were by the 
Dictators, Cenfors, or Triumvirs, created Se- 
nators, and afterwards alfo of the Order of 
Gentlemen or Knights (which was Ordo £- 
quefiris) were callM into the Senate. So that 
it is not to be doubted but that thofe who 
were of the Orders of the Pdtricii and Sena- 
tors, were ennobled thereby. But concern- 
ing the Order of the Gentlemen or Knights, 
or the^Equeftrian Order, fome there be who 
make queftion, and think that the Roman 
Gentlemen or Knights, held the middle place 
betwixt the Patricii (or thofe who were de- 
fcended from Senators) and the Plebeii or 
conjmon People : for TaqHus calleth them lUuf" 
tres^ or Men of Note. Martial alfo calleth 
the Order of Gentlemen or Knights, the lef. 
fer Order : and the Order of Senators, and of 
thofe who were defcended of Senators, the 
greateft Order. But to give a little more 

light 
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light into this Equeftrian Order, take what 
ibllows out of Echard\ Romm Hifiory .' : Thefe 
Equites were firft inftituted by Romulus^ and 
tho they were originally in the Common- 
wealth, yet had they no particular Authority, 
Rank or Order, till this Law of Gracchus^ 
whereby it was enaded, that thofe Judgments 
(fpeaking a little before of transferring the 
Power of judging corrupt Officers from the 
Senators to the Equites or Gentlemen or 
Knights) {hould be peculiar to them. So that 
whereas at firit 'there were only two Orders 
or Ranks, viz. Patrician and Plebeian (which 
through the Incroachments of the People were 
afterwards diftinguifhM only into Senatorial 
and Plebeian) fo by this Law, and efpecially 
by the Procurement of Cicero^ the Equites 
afterwards became a diftinfl: Order. And 
thus now the Roman Citizens confifted of three 
Ranks or Orders ; viz, i . The Senatorian, which 
included all the Patricii^ and fuch of the Plebeii 
as could rife to be Senators. 2. The Plebeian^ 
which ftill continued the fame as formerly. 
And 3. The Equejlriany Which before had al- 
ways been included in the Plebeian^ and had 
been diftinguifhM by their way of Service* 

W^Mi^^i— — I lip— ■^^— — ^^"^—i— — — — p— ^— — —i— ,^ 
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Many are of opinion, that Nobility was 
given among the Romans^ by beftowing upon 
them Rings of Gold ; and moft certain k is, 
chat fuch a Gift of Rings, as transfer^ the 
State and Condition of a Free-born Man to 
thofe to whom they were fo given, was eom- 
•snon amongft them, without which Free 
Eftate hO Romdn was deemM capable of No- 
bility : But when the ufe of Rings of Geld 
began in Ramcy it is not inanifi^. ^^.^ ) 
writeth, that it had been fin- a long time the 
Badge or Cognizance of thofe, who were a- 
bout to go AmbaflTadors td foreign Nations, 
and that the reft of the Senators were with- 
out them : nor was it the Manner and Fafhioa 

' Pliny C Secundns, firnamtd thi Elder, harm At VeroiMi, /j[««i 
in the firft Age^ temp. Vefpafiani & Tia. His Merit gained him the 
"favour of hot h thefe Primes^ who empley*dhim enfeveral Occafiom^ 
hut he found time to compofe his Natural Hiftory, which contains 
37 Books. He -writy hefides the Hiftory of Nero, the Life of Pbm- 
j>onius Secundus, the Wars of Qcimany, and other things^ whUh 
are loft. The Irruption of Mount Vcfuvius was fatal to him ; for 
effroaching too near to ohferve itj he was fuffoeated with the 
Smoak and Flames. The keft Edition of Pliny was fuhlijh*d hy 
r. Hardouin at Paris, in 5 VoL quarto, 1685. This Pliny con- 
cerns us. There was another Pliny, C. C«cilius Secundus, firnam*d 
the Xoungy of Como, Nephew to ours^ and adopted hy him for his 
Sony as he himfelf tefiifieiH. He lived temp. Trajani, in 106. 
and was Quintilian'f Difciple. He was raifed hy the Emperor (for 
his Merit) to the higheft. Charges •, whilft Conful, he pronounced in 
the Senate the Panegyrick upon Trajan, which is efteem^d his Mas- 
terpiece : his EpiflUs alfo are wry witty and polite, -contained in 
10 Books. The Lilies of llluftrious Mtf^ ^re moreever attributed to 
Pliny. 

foi- 
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for any other to ufe them, than fuch as had 
for that cauie publickly receivM them. And 
fuch Gold Rings they ufed only abroad^ and 
Iron Rings at home in their Hotifes. 

But afterwards the Cuftom of wearing 
Gold Rings began to be ufed by all the No- 
bility^ as ' Titus Livius (Prince of the Romat$ 
Hiftorians) writeth in, his ninth Book^ in 
theie words, ^viz. That the Senate burnt with 
fuch Rage and Difdain^ becaufe Cneius Fla^ 
wusy a late Freed-man, was made ' JEJilisj 



' Titus Livius, a Lat'm Hift§rian^ Native of Padua. Hb €ame 
t0 Rome, wheri hy his Merit he fien gaii$^d great Friends^ wherevf 
Amiftus WAS one. By this Princess lavour he was helfed to faiths 
fmMemoirs for the Compofure of his Hiftory ; whereof he wrote 
fart at Rome, and the refi at Naples, whither he retired to w$rki 
Jometimes with lefs Interaction ; and after Ai^uftus'f Beath he 
reHsrr^d to his Birth-place^ where he died in the fourth Tear of 
Tiberius'^ Reign, the very fame day that Ovid died (as Eiifebiuf 
obferv^d.) His Hiftory , which began with the Vonndation of Komt^ 
ended at f he ^ Death if Drufiis m Germanj* It was not then di- 
wded into Decades, bnt into 140 Books, whereof we have but 45 ^ 
nor do thefefoll^in order neither: we want the feeond Dtatdt, 
and we have but thefirft, third, fourth, and one half of the fifth, 
found at Worms by Simon Gryneus ; and ftnce that time, the he^ 
ginning of the 43^ Book was found amongft the Manufcripts of the 
Ubrary of Cambery. Before this Hiftory, he wrote fome Philo- 
fiphical Dialogues, which {according to Seneca) he dedicated to 

' i9Ediles were at firfi called Minifters and Affiftants of the Tri- 
bunes, but afterwards ab i^dibus curandis, one part of their Office 
being to take care of the repairing thepublick Buildings, AquaduHs, 
and common Sewers, efpecially the Temple of Ceres, where all the 
f IclMfcita, or Ordinances of the Commons, were kept ; of which 
they had an Overfight^ &c« Ecbard'; Bjfman Hiftory, vol. j. lib. 2. 
cap. 3. p.85|86. 

that 
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that many of the Nobility thereupon laid 
afide their Gold P : ngs, and the Trappings of 
their Horfes ; wherein Plmy witneffeth many 
to be deceived, who think thofe of the Order of 
Gentlemen to have then done the fame. For 
that (faith he) is alfo added; but the Trap- 
pings were alfo laid afide, for which the Name 
of Gentlemen is put too. It is alfo recorded 
in the Annals, that Rings were then laid afide 
by the Nobility, but not by the whole Senate 
in general. Whereby it is manifeft that the 
Gentlemen then had no right to wear Rings, 
and that it belongM to the Nobility only, i. e. 
to the Pamcii and the Senators, altho they 
were not themfelves Pafriciij i. e. defcended 
of Senators ; becaufe the Dignity of a Senq.- 
tor gave beginning to Nobility. 

But when judicial Caufes were tranflated 
from the Senate to the Gentlemen, the ufe of 
Rings alfo pafs'd together to them all ; which 
was not then fo much the Cognizance of Gen- 
tlemen, as it was of Judges, and yet not of all 
of them, but of thofe who were of the grea- 
teft Dignity and Honour, Rings (faith Plif^) 
divided the other Order from the vulgar Peo- 
ple, as foon as they began to be Men of Note 
and Fame^ and afterwards. But Rings ve- 
rily 



\ 
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rily placed a middle and third Order or De- 
gree of Men, betwixt the common People, 
and the Senators or Fathers ; and that Name 
which Horfes of Service before gave to Men, 
the Judges now give to Mony : nor was that 
long ago done.; for Jugufius the Emperor 
diipofing of the Courts, the major part of thej 
judges wore Iron Rings, and were not calM 
Eq^ires (or Gentlemen) but Judices (or Judges), 
ihe Names of Equites (or Gentlemen) refting 
in the Troops of publick Horfes. But after- 
wards in the ninth Year of the Reign of 7i* 
ieriffSy when the Order of Gentlemen was 
come into an Union (for fo he termeth it) 
fuch care was taken for the Credit of wearing 
pf Rings, as that they ftiould be common to 
all Gentlemen. And at length (faith he) when 
Caius Sulfitius Galhaj going about to gain the 
Credit of a youthful good Name with his 
Prince (by the Fines of Taverns and Visual- 
li'ng-Houfes) had complainM in the Senate, 
that even Chapmen and Pedlars were defen- 
ded from the Penalties of fuch their Mifde- 
meanors by the wearing of Rings ; it was 
for this caufe by the Senate decreed, that it 
ihould not be lawful for any Man to wear a 
Ring> but him, who being free-born both by 

his 
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Times to be given to any other, but fuch as 
had behaved themfelves manfully and valiant- 
ly in the Wars : Nor was the Right of wear- 
ing a Gold Ring ever given to fuch as were 
of Bondmen made free, uhlefs they were alio 
declarM Freemen born ; which was in antient 
time a Privilege not to be granted but by the 
Prince. And it was always in antiejit time 
accounted a greater matter to be a Freeman 
born, than to be rewarded with the Right of 
wearing a Gold Ring:, for that flaeweth us, 
even from our Birth, to be Freemen borfl ; 
whereas this Right of wearing of a Gdd Ring 
either indeed blotteth out, of, as much as it 
can, waflieth away the Stains of Servitude ; 
yet fo, as that the fight thereof for ever re- 
maineth. But the creating or reftoring a 
Man to Gentility, approacheth nearer to Na- 
ture, which brings along with it all the Com- 
modities and Advantages of natural Nobility ; 
and to reftore again Men banifhM or caft into 
Exile, to their former Eftate and Place, be- 
longed only to the Prince : who being fo re- 
ftor'd to their Blood or Birthright, were not 
only ingrafted into the Number of the Ci- 
tizens of Romij but alfo inroU'd among the 
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Quirites ' ; that fo they might be Partakers of 
all the Honours and Oifices of the Common- 
wealth : and therefore Plipry calleth it Jus 
J^iruumy i. e. the Right and Privilege of the 
f^irites. 

There was alfo amongfl: the Antients a cer- 
tain R^ht of having Images or Statues, which 
was by the Senate given to fuch as had re- 
markably borne fome great Office, or wor- 
thily dcfervM fome great Honours ; which 
was not fo much for the Mark and Sign of 
Nobility, as of the Stock and Family to 
which they were given : For they, who ob- 
tainM Statues for their Stock and Family^ 
undoubtedly brought thereunto Nobility alfo. 
And what greater or more excellent thing 
there was, than to have the Right and Power 
of ufing Statues and Images (after the man- 
ner before related) I know ndt. Pliny thus 
writeth ; Afud majores Imagines in ^triis erant^ 
^u£ fpeSfarentufj exfreUi vultus fingulis difpone^ 
SanSur Armariis^ us ejfens Imagines^ qua ccmi 
tartntur gentilia Funera^ femferq) defunHo ali^ 
quOy totus aderat Familia ejus qui anqu^m fu^ 



w,^ 



' So aU the People ef Rome were called^ upon the Vnwnof the 
rw9 Kathns ef the Romans and Sabioes. 

D «Ttt 
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eraf foffilus. Stemm^ix vero Hnfii difcurreh^nt 
ddjmagwis Piet4s i TdbUna veraCodicfhfS im- 
flebantur^ & Monumentis rerumy & Migifirs^ 
tuum gejlorum. EnglifhM thus : */In the time 
of our Anceftors, Images and Statues were 
^ io their Courts to be feen, lively Counter- 
^ feits fiod Protraitures were in all their Stu- 

* dies.; and Clofcts placed, to the end that 

* there might be ftill Images to attend and 

* fct fortii the Funerals of fuch as were to be 

* buried of that Stock: and Family. And air 

* ways, when any Gentleman oi Note and 
^ Mark d^edy all the whole Race of thofe who 
^ were^ithen liviflgJ of-tbar Hotife and Stocfe 

* accoftipanyM tkut dead Corprs : and fronrm 
V their Arras Lines were drawn along to th^ 
^-painted Images of thofe whofe Arms thej^ 
^ were* As for their Studies and Clofets. 
^ they were full of Books and Records, tefti 
^ fying the noble Afts by them worthily per 

* forfuM, and the honourable Offices by them ^ 

* in the State and Commonwealth borne and 

* difehargcd, whjlft they yet lived.* Where- - 
by it is decfeirM, that Statues and Images were 
rather the Signs of fome great Office well 
diTcharg^d, than of any Nobility. • Nor were 
all the Images of all, who were of the Stock 

and 
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and Race of thofe to 'whom the Right of I- 
mages belongM, wont to be carried at the 
Funeral Solemnities of their Kinfmen, but on- 
ly the Images of thdfe who with great Praife 
and Glory had borne and difchargM fome ho- 
nourable Office, and who had of the Senate 
obtained that Right and Privilege. 

For which reafon Cicero reckoneth up this 
Right, of having Images, amongft the Orna- 
ments of Magiftracies ; fuch as are Toga^ the 
Gown, Pratextdy the Senator's Robe, and SeU 
U Curulisy the Chair of State ; and to have 
the Preeminence to deliver ones Mind and 
Opinion firft : All which things pafs'd not to 
their Pofterity, fo that they might ufe the 
fame in fuch fort as the Nobility of thofe who 
had been Confuls, Praetors, and fuch like did : 
which the Roman Laws would have to de- 
fcend unto their Nephews in thefe Degrees, 
that as well the Women as the Men, unto the 
Nephew's Son, fhould be accounted of the 
fame Dignity that their Anceftors wer^ of. 
In fhort, he who had brought the Right of 
having Images into his Family, is to be 
thought to have done no more, but that his 
own Image might be cafry'd forth at his 
own Funeral, and the Funerals of thofe of 

D 2 V\^ 
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his own Stock and Kindred, and not that the 
Images of his Pofterity ftiould alfo in fuch 
Funeral Solemnity be carried ; but only the 
Images of thofe who had gotten the like 
Right. And thefe Images were kept at home 
in their Houfes, and carried forth at the Fu- 
nerals of thofe of their Houfe and Stock, for 
an Example of the noble Afts by them done. 
But concerning Images and Statues many 
thus think, that they who had the Images 
of their Anceftors were accounted and czlVd 
antient Noblemen ; and they, who had but 
only their own Images, were reputed^ and^ 
call'd new Noblemen. But fuch, who haA- 
neither Images of their own, nor of their*" 
Anceftors, were reckonM bafe and ignoble : - 
And yet they of the common fort of the Peo- 
ple, who had obtainM the Offices (call'd Ca- 
rulesj or of the Ivory Chair of State) had al- 
fo their Images. Thus much of the Right 
of Images and Statues : Now will I again re- 
turn to Romulus. 

Romulus (as I formerly obfervM) having 
divided the People into two Degrees or Or- 
ders, viz.. the Order of the Senators, and of 
the common Perlbns ; calling the Progeny of 
the firft, PMricios & Qftimms (or the i?ro- 
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geny of the Fathers and of the Nobility) and 
the Progeny of the latter, Plebehs (or a Pro- 
geny defcended from the vulg&r and com- 
mon fort of People) made alfo a Diftin^lion 
of their Offices and Vocations, which (to a-i 
yoid Tautology and vain Repetition) I fliall 
not here fet down. 

Thus much I may fay, and which before 
I have not remarked, that Romulus would 
not permit the RotnAns themfelves to exercife 
any bafe Trade, or laborious and painful 
Bulinefs ; and forbad them alfo all difhonefl 
manner of Gain, as unbecoming fuch who 
were' Fathers in the Commonwealth: Nor 
ijx antient time could any one be chofen a 
Senator, or one of the PiUriciiy but by an ex« 
prefs Law to that end and purpofe propoun- 
ded to the People, which was the greateft 
Office belonging to a King, a Conful, or a 
Diftator, But in what things the Fatricii 
Vrere diftinguifh'd from thofe of the common 
fort of People, is by many Examples try'd ; 
for the Pstricii^ who excell'd in Nobility, and 
who were honeftly begotten, and well brought 
up, had a Tablet or Jewel upon their 3rea,fts, 
and Uttle Moons on their Feet, ufing Ivory 

Buckles^ crooked horn-wife, like thq Moon : 

\) J and 
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growing ftrong^ as there was a paffing over 
from the State of a Commoner to the Degree 
of one of the Patricii ; fo divers of the Patri-- 
cH alfo went over to the Commonalty, and 
became one of their number. The Eleftion 
of the Senators, according to the Alterations 
and Changes of Times, belongM fometimes 
to the Kings, afterwards to the Confuls, and 
to the Diftacors. After the Diflfolution of 
the Kingly Government, we read, that the 
Confuls chofe fuch of the Patricii as were 
deareft to them, and afterwards fome of the 
Commoners alfo, to be Tribunes of the Sol- 
diers, with Confulary Power ; until it was 
by the Law provided, that the Cenfors fhould 
Ward by Ward make choice of them in the 
Senate. Not long after a Subftance was re- 
quired for the creating of a Senator ; and if 
he who was fo chofen did afterwards wafte 
and weaken his faid Subftance, he loft alfo 
his Order and Degree. 

Hence 'tis manifeft, that the Roma^ Nobi- 
lity was eftablifhM in the Dignity of the Pa- 
fr'iciij and of the Senators; which, not to 
have been denyM to the Order of the Gen- 
tlemen, may be gatherM from what follows, 
the others be of other Opinions. Dionyfius 

HUi^ 
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Jldlicarnajfifis (whofe Tcjftimony I once before 
made ufe of) affirmeth, that three hundred 
Gentlemen were chofen by Romulus out of 
the moft honourable !l^amilies, ten out of e ve^ 
ry Ward. Some of the Gentlemen were fuch 
as fervM upon a publick Horfe^ altogether in 
the City ; others of them were fuch as ferv'd 
on a private llorfe in the Army abroad* 
The publick Horfe the Cenfor appointed ; 
publick Horfemen or Gentlemen he created^ 
as well out of thofe who were defcended from 
the Senators^ as out of the Commonalty, who 
at length, for their Subftance, were created 
alfo, as were the Senators : but a Gentleman's 
Subftance was 400000 Sefierces, which being 
confumM and fpent, the Reputation and Dig- 
nity of a Gentleman therewith alfo ended. 
Iftdore (an Author quoted by PlifsyJ writetb, 
that altho a Man were by Birth a Senator's 
Son, yet until he came to lawful Years, he 
was but a Roman Gentleman, and fo after- 
wards came into the Order of the Senators. 
Uzy introduceth Perfeus King of Macedon^ 
fpeaking thus ; viz. Equites RomMt Princifes 
JuvenfutUy Equites Semiffsrium Senatus : inde^ 
UStos in fAtrum numerum ConfuUsy inie Imft- 
ratores ertmt. * The Rom*» Gentlemen (faith 
; *he> 
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with an Efquire of a moft antient Family : 
as AgdthocUs of a Potter made a King. Whac 
were Romulusy TuUus Hofiilius^ and Tar^uiMius 
Trifcusi ^ 

But now to fearch out the Signification of 
the aforefaid words ; the RomMs divided their 
People into Freemen and Slaves ; of Freemen, 
ibme were of bond Slaves made free (whom 
they caird Ubertini) others were Freemen 
born (whom they callM Jf^tnuL) The Lu 
bmini were Citizens of Rome^ who were 
three ways manumiz'd, or made free, viz,. 
by Will or Teftament, or in the open Aflem- 
bly of the People, or before fome pubUck 
Magiflrate, who had power fo to do. And 
hereupon probably in antient time, when 
this our Kingdom was much opprefsM with 
fervile State and Condition, the word Franck- 
lin, for a Man made free or enfranchisM, was 
in ufe ; except it be thought rather to have 
been usM for a free-born Mao. 

But they were calPd Ingenui^ or free-born 
Men, who neither themfelves nor their An- 
ceftors had ever fervM as Slaves ; and their 
Anceftors they reckoned up even from their 
Grandfather, (as may be read in Li'vy.y 



■■^ 
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Freedom o£ Birth openM a way to all De« 
grees of Honours, which (even as Political 
Nobility) were «ither Native or Dative, i. e. 
by Birth or Gift. Dativfe Freedom was by 
certain Magiftrates given, and at length only 
by Princes themfelves ; and that two manner 
of ways : the one fecretly, and not fo plainly 
by the Gift of a Ring ; the other more ex- 
prefly by Name, and perfedly, by reftoring 
of Men to their Birth or Blood. And where- 
as Men of fervile Condition were but by one 
Name calPd and known, free-born Men, and 
Men of free Eftate and Condition, had two 
or more Names. And the Name which they 
took from their Stock or Family, is called 
GentiUy or proper to thofe of that Race or 
Kindred. Neverthelefs, it is to be noted, 
that Names given by chance fometimes be* 
come proper to a Stock or Family. As Td^ 
lius was a Name proper and peculiar to a 
Family, but Cicero was a Name gotten by 
chance, and fcignM of the Pulfe call'd Cicer^ 
(or Chich-peafe) the Form whereof one of that 
Family had upon the end of his Nofe, who 
thereof was firft fo firnamM : but that fame 
Name of L^icero began to be Gentile^ or proper 
fp that Faipily, as to Ocero the Orator, his 
' Brother, 
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Brother, and their Pofterity. TuSj in his To- 
picks defineth Gmtiles ejfe qui eodem inter fe 
Junt Nominiy qm ab Ingtnuis mriundi funtj . y«<?- 
rum m^jorum nemo fervitutem fer*vierity qtd C^- 
fite non funt diminuti. 

They who were calPd Gentiles (or of the 
filme Stock or Family) were of necefltty to 
bedefcended from Ingenui, or free-born Men; 
for of Slaves, or thofc whom they calPd U^ 
bertiniy or Men of Slaves made free^ there is 
no Stock or Family, Wherefore the Right 
of Gentility, or of having of a Stock and Fa- 
mily, altho it was different from Nobility, 
yet it is not to be doubted, but that it was 
in great Efteem and Reverence among the 
Romans^ and that they defirM above all things 
to be calPd Gentiles^ as Men defcended 6f forne 
good Stock or Kindred ; which Defire hath 
even to this day poffefs'd all Italy. 

For amongfl: the VenettMs they are calPd^ 
Gentilhuominiy who derive their Stock from 
the firft Inhabitants of that Ifland, who are 
thcmfelves Patridi^ or defcended from the 
Senators ; and that word Gentilhuomo^ as it 
were by hand delivered from the Italians to 
the Frenchmen^ from the Frenchmen removed 
to us, and at length, together with the new 

place 
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pkce of dwelling, hath begun to put a new 
ISignification, differing from that which Ge$^ 
iUis or Gentilitas was of, amongft die antient 

For that is falfe which fome, and they lear* 
fied too, havedeiiverM, viz. That Gentility 
was proper only to the PatricH ; fince it was 
common to the vulgar fort of People (as was 
Ingenuity it felf) as appeareth by this one 
place of Suitoniusj viz. PaPricia Gens ClaudU 
(fuit etmn & alia Plebeia nee fotentia minor nee 
dignitate) ortu efi in RegiHis. * The CUudian^ 

* Stock and Family, of the Order of the Patricii 
^ (for there was another Houfe.of them alfo 
^ of the Commonalty neither in Power or 

♦ Dignity inferior to the other) had its Rife 
< at RegilliJ^ But they fcem to have been 
deceivM by that which JJvy writeth, w«. 
That Romulus created an hundred Senators, 
. whom he calPd Majorum Gentium (or of the 

greater Families :) And Brutus another hun- 
dred alfo, called Minorum Gentium (or of the 
leffer Families.) But this proveth not that 
We muft grant, that only they of the Order 
of the Patricii had a Stock and Family. Nei- 
ther did this fo calling of them majorum & 
minorum Gentium^ divide them from the com. 

mon 
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men People^ but themfelves amongft them- 
felves only : for whereas they were all chofea 
of free-born Citizens (who had their Stock 
and Family) yet fuch of them as Romulus had 
created, brought the Honour of the Order of 
die Pamcii fooner into their Stock and Fa- 
mily, than they did, whom Brutus added and 
fitted to them. They are alfo call'd Gentiles^ 
who in iikenefs of Name agree amongft them- 
felves (tho there be no Kindred amongft them 
at all) 

^ Amongft the Athenians they were Called 
Genitaj i. e. Gentiles -^ not they who were 
joinM amongft themfelves in Stock or Blood, 
but were of thofe fort of People who divided 
into Wards, grew into a certain Society and 
Fellowfhip amongft themfelves ; for amongft 
the Athenians there were four Tribes, and 
every Tribe was divided into three Wards, 
which made twelve Wards ; and every Ward 
was divided into thirty Parts, which they 
QzWd, Gentes^ or Kindreds. But to fet this 
Matter in a clearer light, take what follows 
out of the Grecian Hiftory it felf, in thefe 
words ; vizp Cecrops ' the Firft, after he had 

* potter'/ Gntk Ant'tqmths, VaL L caf. 9. /. 47* 

fettled 
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fcttkd a Form of Government amongft the 
Athenians J for the better Ad minift ration of 
Juftice, and the Prevention of Deceit, and 
overreaching one another in Commerce, di- 
vided them into four <fu^al or Tribes j each 
Tribe he fubdivided into three parts, cal- 
led rpnlvsy '^9v©^, or cp^r^ix ; and each of 
thefe into thirty rivn, or Families ; which, be- 
caufe they confifted of thirty Men, were 
callM ofAoydKcLviJoi, and ravMra/, not from any 
Relation to one another, b\it only becaufe 
they lived in the fame Borough, and were 
educated together, and joitfd in the' fanie 
Body or Society, But to return again to 
the purpofe. 

Why a Stock or Faniily among the JR^- 
mans is to be derived from the Grandfather, 
nor could confift but in two at the leaft, wjc. 
Grandfather and Father ; fome think the rea- 
Ibn to be, becaufe the Latin word Gens fig- 
nifieth a Multitude, which requireth more 
than one : and yet Gens feemeth to be calPd 
as it were Genus (J. e. a Stock or Kindred) 
the Letter u being taken away. However, 
thefe two words differ the one of them from 
the other, inafmuch as Gentts fignifies a Stock 
and Beginning ; but Gens importeth (as it 

E w^^^x 
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were) a certain Multitude of Stocks, and of 
Beginnings of Families and Houfes. 

Ingenuity, or Freedom of Birth, ha4 the 
Ornaments thereof from Nature and refpec- 
ted Liberty, which it ftill deriv'd from the 
Grandfathers. But Gentility was a Matter 
of the Civil Law, and refer'd to the An- 
tientnefs of Agnatipn, (or Kindred by the Fa- 
ther's fide) difFering^rom the other only in 
Antiquity of Stock ; for it is not needftil to 
derive or take Agnation farther than from 
the Father, which if it be fo, then Gentility 
and Nobility are i}ot all one and the fangie 
thing : and they confound Gentility (where- 
of the common People no lefs brag and boaft 
than do the Noblemen) with Nobility, who 
deny him tq be a Nobleman by Birth, whofe 
Grandfather was not noble. Neither agree 
they with themfelves, when they dare af- 
firm (but by what Authority I know not) 
Nobility, together with the Seed of the Pa- 
rents, to be pafs'd over to Cheir Pofl:erity, ac- 
cording to this Poetical Saying ; 

j^i yiret in folHs^ venit a rAcUeibus humor: 
Et Patrum in Nutos theunt cumfemine Mores, 

And 
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And thus out of HorMe : 

EJt in Juvencis^ efi in Equisy patrum 
Virtu f : neq; imbellem feroces 
Progeneranf JquiU columbam. 

m 

By which Analogies the Learned Poets verily 
went about to ftir up noble and courageous 
Youths to an Imitation of their Fathers Vir- 
tues ; being otherwife not ignorant that Nobi- 
lity, whereof I treat, is a thing Political and 
^ivii, not Natural. And indeed of irratio- 
nal Creatures there be divers kinds, but of 
Men there is but one fort : Hence as an Eagle 
bringeth not forth a Dove, fo neither doth a 
Map 43eget a Hare. But admit that good 
Men are begottea of good Parents, and va- 
liant Men of valiant Fathers ; and if this be 
to Mankind proper, why are not good and 
valiant Children begotten of good and valiant 
common Perfons alfo ? for they are Men as 
well as the other. But nothing is more de- 
ceitful than this Rule ; for through the Cor^ 
ruption of Man's Nature we fee it often hap- 
pens, a prodigal Son to be born of a frugal 
Father, a Fool of a wife Man, and a Coward 
of a courageous Man. Nor is this any No- 

E a velt^ 
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velty or new Matter^ but fuch as took Root 
even in the firft Depravity of human Na- 
ture. For curfed Cain was the firft-begotten 
Son of Jdam^ the beft of Fathers ; and of him 
the fame Man was good Jbel begotten. Ja^ 
cob alfo and Efau were the Twins of a moft 
blefled Father : of which two, God loved the 
one, and hated the other. And if there be 
afty thing of great Operation which is pafs'd 
over together with-Man's Seed, it is altoge- 
ther Vice ; fo far off is it from being of any 
Virtue, which is ever with Labour and Study 
got, but never born. An Emperor for his 
bodily Subftance is no better than another 
Man, and yet for the height of his Dignity, 
is moft like to God. Demofihenes (the famous 
Grecian Orator) faith alfo, wicked Sons (as it 
were by a certain fatal Deftiny) may be bom 
of good Parents. It is alfo commonly faid 
in the Greek Proverb, The Misfortunes of the 
Worthies Sons. I might produce the Mathe- 
maticians and Afttologers Opinions herein, 
who affirm Nobility and Ignobility much 
more certainly to depend upon the Force and 
Influence of the Stars, than the Conftitutions 
of Parents. , 

And 
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And yet the vulgar fort (and not without 
caufe) are apt to expe£t fome greater thing 
in Princes Children than in poor Mens ; of 
which their Hope and Expeftation there are 
many Reafons alledg^d ; as the great Means 
Noblemen have for the beft- bringing up and 
infl:ruS:ing of their Children, ' (for it would be 
a fhame to the Son, flibuld he degenerate 
from his Father's Nobility)' in fhort, the 
Plenty of Kinfmen and Friends giving them 
good Cdunfel. Nor was the Poet's Mind any 
other, if we mark his Cohclufion : 

■ * 

Ddhina feci mm frorn&uef wfitam ; 

Re0if^Cultus\ fe[tdrarobdrdnt. 

t 
- • ■ ■ . I , ■ • 

By Nature's ingrafted or hidden Power he 
underftande certain Seeds of Virtue, which 
by the Goodnefs of Gt)d alone, are yet in 
Man's Nature, which become not other wife 
fruitful than the Seeds of Herbs do, according 
to the Maimer and Falhion they are manur'd 
and order'd with : So that a Man well 
brought up may much more eafily obtain 
Philofophical Nobility, than a Man well 
born. 

E 3 And 
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And therefore poor Countrymens Children^ 
who know nothing more than their Beads 
and Cattel, feem rather rude Sylyans than 
Men ; whereas others born in better pkce^ 
even in the fame Schools, and fame. Studks, 
ftrive with Noblemens Children . (andf M^ould 
to God they did not) bOlJiWithgreajger pro- 
fit and Commendation. , ; j r- \ . 

Other Reafon^ yet remain, wftich,: prove 
Political Nobility iiottobe a thing fubftan*- 
tial, but merely accidental^, fitfce jtt coay bo 
both prefent and abfeqc without tht inter* 
ruption of the Subjeft whereof it depended ; 
fo that the PafTage thereof may be obfttuCfted 
by the Commiflioii of fomc heinous Offence. 
It is alfo loft by voluntary departing^from, 
or relinquifhing of th€[ feme i"i(ft)r -NiturAfk 
exfellns Furc4 UcBtaffj r^Mrfet) wb&h::di!te f ead 
to have been done; by: many df tbte Rdmsh 
Patriciij who refufing their Patrufatfi, Pigoit j^^ 
took upon them the State and .Condltioii (^ 
the vulgar fort, or Commoners. Noivjptiaoy 
through the Lawyers Terms are in this mat- 
ter deceived, who call, the extinguifliing of 
Nobility, for forae Offence committed^ the 
Corruption of Blood : which manner of 
Phrafe and Speech they ufe not, becaufe Na- 
tive 
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tivc Nobility is naturally and eflfentially in the 
Humour of Bloody more than any other He- 
reditary Faculty ; but becaufe the Right of 
Inheritance^ which by the Degrees of the 
Communication of Blood is direded, is by 
that means determined or ended, and in Ha« 
tred of the Crime it is callM Corruption, with 
the Infedion whereof Vll their Children are 
polluted and defilM. Nor can a ftronger Ar- 
^ gumerit be devis'd to prove Nobility not to 
be mingled with the Blood, than that the 
Nobility of the Grandfather ennobleth not 
his Nephew by his Son, condemnM to lofe 
his Liberty, State, or Country. Of which 
this Civil Inditution, a hatural Reafon is 
given, wz^ that an infufiicient Medium ob« 
firu6teth and hindreth a Conjundion of the 
Extremes. But yet the fame Queftion was 
wont to-be put to us, which was long ago 
put to the antient Romans^ viz. whether the 
Nobility of the Father, being a Senator, pro- 
fits his Son, born before his Father had ob- 
tained that Dignity ? And whether fuch No- 
bility in the Son be Native or Dative ? To 
which I anfwer, that the Child by our Cuf- 
tom is immediately by his Father's Nobility 
made noble, aad their Children like the 

E 4 Boughs 
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Boughs of a Tree, removed into a richer 
Ground, are green, and flouri£b with the fame 
new Moiiture that the Body of the Tree 
doth ; and fuch Nobility hath defervM to be 
caird Native, fince it extend eth not but to 
thofe who are born of fuch a Father. As for 
example ; a Baron being honoured with the 
Title of an Earl, his firft-begotten Son forjth- 
with taketh to himfelf the Title of fome Ba- 
rony, and all his Daughters are faluted La- 
dies and Madames. 

From which therefore we may conclude, 
that Native NobiUty is drawn from the Fa- 
ther, and that we need not feek for it fur- 
ther ; for it may {o fall out, that fometimes 
it cannot be derived from the Grand&ther^ 
as if fome great Offence of the Father inter- 
venM : for a Man born of a noble Father is 
without all doubt by Defcent noble. But if 
any Man will contend that he is not properly 
Eugenes^ or nobly defcended, I anfwer, the 
common People principally do refpeft the 
fame, but the Judicial Court hatb no care 
thereof at all ; for other wife, fome n^v/ Prin- 
ces would be of lefs Nobility than fome mean 
Noblemen, if the Privileges of Npbility were 
bcltowM after the Ballance of proper and tru^ 

Eugenia. 



Ch4* Of the firft Komm Kohilky. 57 

E^enia. Add alfo, that if true Eugenia be 
urgM, it requireth not only our great Grand- 
fathers Grandfathers, but even all the reft of 
our Anceftors, in a continued Order after 
them, to be noble, rich, profitable for the 
Commonwealth, good Men, and without 
Spot or Imputation : A hard Sentence indeed 
but an harder Rule, and a Confequence of 
all moft hard ! Such a noble-deicended Per^ 
fon, eft TdTA Avisy and yet fome fuch there 
be. But concerning that Matter, hear Arif^ 
totle^s Opinion : Eugenia^ verily (faith he) I 
have found but in few, and no where an hun- 
dred good Eugenes. Wherefore the Athenians 
more ufually q^llM their Noblemen tWoTgwi, 
or tuTToVJVai, /. e. Men born of noble Fathers- 
which words I know to be often confounded 
with the word Eugenes. 

Having frankly affirmed Nobility to de* 
fcQnd from the Father to the Children, what 
• if I fliould fay the fame Force is in the 
Mother's Nobility alfo ? Surely Reafon, the 
Opinion of the Learned, and antient Cuftoms, 
alfo will be prefent for the Defence of this 
Caufe. If Nobility draw any thing natural 
dX all from the Far^ts, almoft the whgie 

Con-r 
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not yirgil, Ovid, and St/aius Pufimus, whpfe 
Verfes I have thought goo4 here to fubjoin, 

Genus huic AUterna fuperhum 



l^obilitas dghat. Jticertum de fitre ferebut, 

Virg, 

£y? qaod fer MAtrem Cylenone^ additg. nchis. . 
' Alter* NtfhiUtas &c. .Ovi4. 

r 

Huicfuit Evandefj qui quAnquam Clarus utroq; 
Nobilior fake^ Sdff^ume Afatris erat. ,• . 

Sed qtticquid fatrio ceffatum . efi SAnguine^ 
M^ri 

Reddidit J obfcururnqyUtus cUrefcere vidii. 

Connubia gavifd domasy &€• 

Stemmdte Mater f$o faliXj Virfute Pdterni\\j 

»/ Stat. Pap. 

Now the reafon which njany learnoi Men 
bring to prove the Son.to be Partaker of^ his 



1 



^ % 




' Pub. Paptnius Stat* Son of Pub. Papinius Stat, of Naples (tf 
Perfon skiU'd in the Gi'cek and LAtithTongtusy &c.) hy AgdHna. 
He wm in great favour with Domitian, to whom he dedicated 
his twd Pieces of Thcbais and Achillcis ; the firfi in 1 2 Baoks^ 
the other in 2, and 5 Books of Sylvae* He was the Au^hox atfg 
•/ fi^^ Dramatiek Poems which are lofty as well as hts A«ave 
mentioned by Juvenal, Sat. 7. Toward the latter end of his Life 
he retired to Naples with his Wife Claudia, and died there net long 
after Domician. 

Father^s 
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Father's !Mobility, is this, wz. Every thing 
Compound partaketh of the Form and Mat- 
ter which agreeth to both the Parents. And 
hence, where the Law is not repugnant to 
Reafon, this Rule is to be held for true. 

And now having fpoken thus much con- 
cerning Nobility Native (or by Birthj I fhall 
direftly from hence proceed to Nobility Da- 
tive (or Nobility which cometh by Gift.) 

Jwt jSt CD cSv ^S? ^o Si 4b Sf <D en Si fs <n vo c» en <o St St <So Si <Bv 

t ■ 

C H A P- V. 

T}>e divers beginnings of Kohility Dative. 

BEING about to fearch out the other 
kind of Political or Civil Nobility, viz. 
Nobility Dative, and that even from the very 
Original thereof; certain things before faid 
feem here neceffarily to be again repeated. 
But firft I muft refute the Argument of thofe 
who lay, that fince Adam was a common Fa- 
ther to all, whence cometh it that one Man 
fliould be better than another ? To which 
an Anfwer is given out of the fame Old Tef- 
tament, which gave Foundation to the Quef- 
tion, beijng of the like Authority with the 
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Chriftians and Jews. Nosh \ when he had 
planted a Vineyard, and had tafted of his 
planting, having drunk of the Wine, lay 
drunk and bare in his Tent ; and Hdm feeing 
the Privities of his Father, told it to his Bre- 
thren, who upon a natural Honefty and Ver- 
tue, with a Cloke cafl: upon their ShouMers, 
covert their fleeping Father with their Eyes 
turned from him, and not feeing their Fa- 
ther's Nakednefs. But A^oah awak'd, and 
knowing what his younger Son had done un- 
to him, he cur fed Ha^y commanding him to 
be a Slave of all Slaves. By this Ihameful 
and unworthy Faft, Hamy with all his Gene* 
ration, carryM away his Father's Curfe, Ser- 
vitude, and the Title of obfcure and bafc 
Perfons : whereas contrariwife, Sem and Js^ 
fhet found all the Names and Titles of Ho- 
nefly. Nobility, and Vertue, accompany'4 
with their Father's Bleffi^ig. 

This Dative Nobility, whereof my prelent 
Difcourfe is, was for many Caufes raifed and 
invented, and firft of all upon urgent Necef- 
fity ; for when evil and wicked Men pre- 
vail'd, and good and honeft Men were op* 
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ — — - — ■ ■ ' 

* Gen. 9. 21*-— 28. 

prefs'd. 
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prefsM^ it was necelTary to diftinguiCh the 
Good from the Bad, and for the Prefervation 
of the publick Peace and Tranquillity, to 
feparate and divide them : whereupon wife^ 
}\x&^ and vertuous Men, and the Lights as it 
were of the World fhining before others^ 
were fet over the reft, to be to all Men an 
Example of a godly and honed: Life, and to 
decide and determine all things. And at 
thajt time fuch wife Men and Providers for 
the Commonwealth, feemM by Vertue to 
procure to themfelves Nobility -, for the old 
Proverb prevai^d with them, w^ Vertue 
aifil not Blood made Men noble : fuch Men 
were by the People calPd, chofen, and ap« 
proved Counfellors and Judges, who by their 
Subjects were eleded and created Kings and 
Princes. And they who for their worthy 
Dei^s had obtaip'd fuch honourable Titles 
and Offices, ennobled both themfelves and 
their Pofterity. 

2. Another Caufe alfo why Nobility be- 
gan to be honourM, was the grofs Ignorance 
and Unskilfulnefs of the vulgar and common 
fort of People, who have their Senfe, Reafpn 
and ynderftanding fo difpersM and fcatter'd, 

that they caoinqt g^^ther, difcern or judge 

any 
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any thing certain, firm or found. For the 
maintenance therefore of the publick Peace 
and Tranquillity, it was neceflary to make 
choice of Princes (/. e. of Governors) Men 
for their Vertue and Wifdom famous and 
noble, who might compofe and fet in order 
the troubled Eftates, for want of Knowledge 
diforderM j and with Angular Wifdom and 
Aftion, as it were by a certain Cunning, 
draw the rude People to a more civil kind 
of Life, and Courtefy of Behaviour : fuch as 
were Jufifer^ Pallas^ Ceres^ Bacchus^ AfoUoy and 
many others. And thefc Men, by their Wit- 
dom, Vertue and Skill, obtained hot only the 
Titles of Nobility and Dignity, but were of 
the rude ignorant Multitude accounted Gods 
alfo, and received from them even Divine 
Honours. 

3. Nobility hath rifen alfo of the Abun- 
dance of Wealth and Riches; for many 
pinchM with extreme Poverty, were com- 
peird to depend upon the richer fort, and 
giving themfelves over wholly to their power, 
reputed them Noblemen, and as fuch both 
accounted of them* and honoured them. 

4. Noble and worthy Ads gave alfo a be- 
ginning to Nobility; for in antient time, 

whea 
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;1^hen Nations wcr^ dpprefi^d-by thfcir Ene* 
mies^ if^any valiant and courageous Man had 
deliver^ his Country from /uch, Opprdfion, 
he was above other Meii* worthily ibonoor^. 
Many alfo in ahtient time by Martial j^rowels 
cobtainM Nobility, and wereithereforcTofrthe 
People accounted, Noble; as was Da^id for 
. the Death of ^GdUk tbe.PMiJtme. Some im* 
mediately from God'WOere elefted and call'd 
to Nobility, as ^Jofbu^y Guieonj Jeptha^ and the 
• reft of the. Judges of Jf/r^e/, . who wer^ Gene- 
rals over great.Arnlies: .'Others agajui were 
xholbn by,God even from :the Plough, to. be 
Rulers over the People ;. as. the Princes of the 
twelve Tribes of IfraeL . King Saul was call'd 
out of the Field,; D^vid from feeding of his 
Flock, who thought thernfelves utterly un- 
worthy of fuch a Princely (dialling ; but /uch 
as God hath enuobled, are of us .abave all 
others to be accounted moft noble* 

5. No, fmall part, but even the greatefl 
part of Dative Nobility^ gainM to thernfelves 
Honour and Glory by thgir Knowledge in 
JMartial Affairs, carrying home with them 
Yiclory: and: Triumph over their Enemies j 
.as" did]Iiora(w Coclej^ Titus Manliusj Scifio 
Africanuf^ aod his Brother Lucius Sci^q Jfia-^ 
f. F ticus. 
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ficus. I fpeak not of great Emperors, iiicfi 
as were Vef^dJUn^ Damuisny Ner^ifi^ TrMJdn^ 
Jntimius Srverus^ Thtodcjms^ and many others. 
Who were part of fhem accounted Putres 
PdtrUy .part of them Benefadors, bat all of 
them the beft of Princes, whofe Images are 
upon their Coins even yet carried about: 
and pubtick Statues were in honour of themi 
with certain folemn Gei^emonies, ere&ed^ to 
%he intent that all others of Valour and Ver- 
tue fhould by their Deeds ftrive as it were to 
afpire and grow to the like Glory. 

6. Others alfb^ born of moft bafeand law 
Condition, who by Arms in timeof War have, 
for their Wifdom and Courage, been promoted 
to the great Dignities of Emperors, Oeikrs, 
Dukes, Princes, and Earls, (as Tuffgfs HofiiUus^ i 
Numd PomfiliMSy TdrfuiniMS PrifcttSj Julius Cir- 
faty OSm^Unus Juguftus^ and fuch others 
were) from hence took the Beginnings of 
the Titles of their Vertues. For certain it 
is, that at firft under the Romdm Empire, 
when they had fubdued the Gtrmamsy Itdidms^ 
SfamardSj BriPonSj Gaulsy and other moft \ 
mighty Kingdoms ; Dukes, Earls and Baroiis - 
were not then in fuch fort as now they be, 
but from thence afterwards had their Birth 

and 
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and Rife* All their Offices were executed 
by Tribunes and Lieutenant^. There ^as a 
greater Tribune, who was next to the Em- 
peror, and his Succeflfor. There wa& alfo u 
great Officer, call'd TribunusXelerum^ Lieu- 
tenant of the Army, of the light-armM and 
moft ready Soldiers. They who with a Co- 
hort, or Band of Men, had the Guard of the 
Emperor^s Perfon, and who amongft the Ro^ 
mans were of the firft Order, next after the 
Emperor, were call'd Tribuni Celerum^ as they 
were long before in the time of Romulusy and 
of the other fix Kings his Succeflbrs. But 
for a more full Satisfaction in this matter^ 
cake EcharJ^s Defcription of thefe Tribuni Ce^ 
lerum^ as to their original Name, Number^ 
when laid afide, reafTumM, and their Num- 
ber increased. The next thing (faith ' he) 
that Romulus did, was to take care of a Guard 
for his Peribn, and therefore he orderM the 
-Curia to chufe him out three hundred lufty 
young Men, ten out of each ; and thefe werie 
call'd Celeresj a Celeritate^ from their Aftivity 
and Rieadinefs to affift the King upon all Oc- 
cafions : They were commanded by a Tri- 



' RookHift. VqL u cap. i. /• ix. 

F 2 bune 
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bune or Colonel, calPd Tribunus Celerum^ three 
Centurions, and other inferior Officers. Thefe 
•by ' Numa Pompilius^ fecond King of Rome^ 
Nvere disbanded, which was the«vcry firft 
thing he did at his Entrance upon the Regal 
Government ; faying alfo at the fame time, 
that he would not rule over that People, of 
whom he conc^i v'd the leaft Diltruft. Tullus 
^Md^iliusy third King oiRome^ reaffumM them 
again; and Tarquimus ^ Prifcusy fifth King of 
Romey doubled them. He-had defign'd to 
liave added three Centuries of the Celeres to 
thofe three inftituted by Romulus j but was 
forbidden by J^ius N^vius to alter the Con- 
ftitutions of that King: fo without creating 
' of new Centuries, he only doubled the Num^ 
'ber of the former. . . " ; 

' The great Officers,, called MagiftrLEquhum^ 
or Matters of the Horfemen, had. like power 
with the Dictators and with theEmpeirors; 
as *X. Fenefiella^ Pompanius Lktus\ de, Magiftr^ 



' Rdm. Hid. Ktf/. I. M/. 2. /. 21. 

• - • Ibid. cdff. 9, /.30. ' » Ibid, caf. 5. f*yiy%%. 

-■ ♦ L. Fencftella. Thtrt utttt two of tl^s Name^ one a learmd 
Biflor'tany who lived /» Tiberius C2S,£zt*s days\ <>r (tfx Eufebtts- 
faith) i».Au^uilus I^adar'i timg* The other (whom wp are h^e 
concerned with) lived long fince him^ and wrote de Sacerdotiis & 



Mjgidrat. Ronu 
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tibus 
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tibus RomMorum \ and alfo " FUvius Vegetius^ 
and Marcus Tullius Cicero treating of Martial 
Affairs, do defcribe. 

But Pomponius L^tus writeth, that Romulus 
calPd the General of an Afmy (whom the 
Germans call'd Hertzogen) Tribunum Celerum : 
SaUufiius \ in hiis Treatife concerning the Con- 

fpiracy 



* Pomponius Laetus (Julius) horn in the Kingdom of Naples, is 
faid to have been the natural Son of a Prince of Salerno,' and was 
in efiiem at Rome in the i*^th Age^ in the time of Pius jhe, 2dy 
with Platina and Cailimachus : hut was not in the time of Paul 
the 2dy againfi whom. it's not douhted hut he ipas one of them that 
conffir'd \ and perhaps to avoid Punijhment^ retired to Venice, hut 
came afterwards to Rome, puhliflo*d an Abridgment of th^ Lives 
of the Cae/ar«, from the Death of Gordian tc Judin the ^d, a Book 
of Mahomet, and one concerning the Roman Magiftrates* Obiit 
Mxztn fu^c 70 Ann. in the time p/ Alexander the 6 thy and^ as it is 
faidy in a very poor Condition^ Sabellicus, who was his Difciple^ 
writ his Life. , 

' Flayjus Vegetiiv of Conftantinople, lived in the 4th Age^ un- 
der the Emperor Valentinian. He writ (s fine Treatife of the Ro- 
man Difciplinfiy which is very ufeful for the Knowledge of the Order 
the Romans obfervd in their Wars* 

' Salluftius (C. Crifpus) a Latin Hifioriany horn at Aihrternumy 
a City of Italy, fupfos^d by fome to he the fame that is now call 4 
iSan-Vittorino. He was educated at Rome, where he had feveral 
important Employments. Never did any Manfet down hetter Sen- 
tences than f^e^ in commendation of all VertueSy nor make.Jharper 
InveHives againft the Luxury and Avarice of his Times ; yet for 
all thisy he was for his loofe and debauch" d Life h<^nifh^d the Se- 
Mate by the CenferSy and was whip^d and fin'dfor Adt^Uery^ which 
Milo took him in^ ^; Aulus Gel^u^ tells us from Varro. True it i^ 
Cacfar refior'd him to the Dignity of a Senatory got him made Pra* 
tory and fent him into Numidia ; which Province having outran 
geoufly pillag^dy he return"^ fo rich to Rome, that he purchased ^ 
y^A fl/tmptuous Building upon Mount Quxrinal| with thofe Gardens^ 

F 3 whick 
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{piracy of Cdtiline^ hath caUM them Di£ta^ 
tores & Imperatoresy Dictators and Emperors. 
Echdrd^s ' words arc, The Diftator upon his 
Creation always made choice of another Offi- 
cer, who had either been Conful or Praetor, to 
aflift him ; this Officer was calPd Magifier 
Equitumj who had chief Command over the 
Horfemen, as the Diftator had over the Ko- 
maf$ People. In the Didator^s abfence this 
Mafter of the Horfe executed his place in 
the Army; if prefent, he commanded the 
Horfe, yet fb as to be obedient to the Die* 
tator's Orders, and never to fight either con- 
trary to, or without his Commands* Be- 
fides, great Magiftrates, call'd PrdfeSH Pr£^ 
tmoy were of fo great Credit and Authority, 
that if Appeal had been made from their 
Sentence, Appeal might again be made from 
the Emperor to the Prsfe^i Pr^cria^ who for 



^bkb n this day are ealPd the Salluftian XSardenSy bepies bk 
t^dUntrj n^uji at Tivoli. He married Tcrcntia, the divorced Wife 
afCktrOy and died in the 1 8 ^r^ Olympiad, abeut the tear of 
Xomeyip. tTe have nothing but fome 'fragments ef the ebirf 
Biflery rf Sallnftfas^ which he Begun from the firfi Building of the 
City ef Rome; and the two only entire Pieces m have of him, 
Mrey The'Confprrarcy cf Catiline^ and The War of Jugmtba. Mar* 
"ftaXjudgeth him to be the mofi cmfiderabh Amber ef the Eonaaa 
tSfiery. 

I tlom. Hft* Vol. I. lih^ 2. €^. a* /• 7$* 

their 
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tbeir great Wifilom, Goodne^^ and Jufticet 
were by the Emperors chofen into that O^ 
fice^ and had almofl: the whole Eftate of the 
Commonwealth committed to thqm. The 
Emperor Sevtrus granted many things to the 
gr^at Officers, calPd Pr^feBi Vrhis^ and Prd^ 
fe£H Prdtario ; of both^ which here to fpeak 
Wjsre needlefs, fince my Defign is only to 
touch upon the Authority of t\xp latter (the 
Captain of the Guard) which the Emperor 
gave folely to him, who was the chief, lively, 
and very eiTential Law it felf, and had power 
to thruft Citizens into Exile, and reftore them 
to their Eftates again* Hence it is moil: evi- 
dent, that Princes and Governors of People 
had the Power and Authority of the Sword 
to punilh Offenders, and adminillrer Juftice, 
whereby they were afterwards thought to 
procure, and g^t a great Name of Nobility 
to themfelves and their Pofterity. And very 
probable is it alfo, that the Authority of 
Princes and Dukes had its Origin from the 
Tribuni and Prsfelti j ' which Princes, at fuch 
time a!( the R(m$n Emperors remov'd out of 
QermMjf and Itdj into Greece^ are reported to 
have afiCum'd to themfelves the Imperial 
Power ; which Authority and Regal Privi^ 

F 4 leges 
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leges we fee (even at this day) granted by 
Kirigs and Emperors to Dutcs and Princes. 
So that the Eleftibn of Princes and Dukes 
def)endeth not upon their Subje6ts (as the 
Eleftion of Kings 'doth) but is datively, as of 
"Gift, to be rcterM to the Favour and Bounty 
of the Emperors and Kings'' to' whoni they 
have been lubj^£t, -And" as in former times 
the Names of t)uke dnd Prince wiire Names 
of offices, and nbt of HbAoiirsr and Dignities ; 
fo in thq ^ime?' 6f the RomhSy' the Roman 
Kings, their Dilatators and Confuls, and alfo 
their Em pisrors, were in the Adminiftf'atiou 
of their Civil Affaifs, all niartial Men both 
bf Horfe and F66t. ' ' 

But befides thefe great Offices of the Tri- 
hunt and Pr^efe^tiy there were -^ other ' publick 
Offices and Charges; fome callM Ordinarii^ 
becaqfe they kept Orders in the Army, and 
flood in the Frolit of the Battte: T^hofe in 
the time of Juguflfis wctt wont to be calPd 
Afigufides ; and of Hi, VeffdffanuSy FUviales. 
Some were calPd Aquiltferi^ carrying am Ea- 
gle in their En(ign5j others "^ktit *6y^ the 
Name of ImagiharJi^^'h^dinn^ mii' ^^Kfign' of 
the commqa pi: ge'iieral Army.' {Jf 'the ^eo- 
jAQrofRbme. ' reinarkabTe "Vlfch me Xettcrs 
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jS. p. J^ R- i. e.' Sendtus Pafulufq\ Romanus^ 6t 
the Senate and People of Rom^ ; whom' I can 
more properly compare to, none, than to our 
Standard or Enfign-Bearers* 

But were I here to. profecute all things in 
order, this Treatife would abundantly fwell 
beyond my Defign, which in this place is oiu 
ly flightly as it were to fhew the Beginnings 
of noble Dignities and OiBees, left any Man 
Ihould fufped them to be but altc^ether fic- 
titious, and not grounded upon Reafon : 
Rehearfing iri the mean time thefe things 
by the way, that when I fhall come to our 
own Age, it may appear how much Pow^rs^ 
Dominions, and Nations, '-differ amoiigfl: 
irhemfelves ; for they wHo ia . ant lent, tinies 
^wrere under Kings and Emperors appointed 
Governors over Regions and Coimtries, are 
how become Hereditary Poffeffors thereof; 
""and they who before were but noble Miai- 
fters or Servants, are now become abfbltite 

Nobles. • . : 

By what hath been already faid, it mbft 
■plainly appeareth, that the Kindred, Stock, iind 
Defcent of ttie Nobility in former Ages flou- 
rilhM, and becatne^famous^ 'only for Vertue, 
Tibbie hSiiy irni Valour of Mind:; and that 
' '•- ^. Yertue 
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Veitne fee apart, ve arcaD, as much as cock 
ccmethMaLnhiiztmey thcSoDsof Jddm. So 
that according to the Rule of Thedogical and 
Ffailofbphical Nobility (which our Anceftors 
principally regarded) to boaft of Nobility 
by Birth without Vertu^ was but a vain 
thing: 

Nam GiMMS & ProMvos^ (!f tjud Bcn ftcimus 
Vix eg Mofirs voco. Uffiy 

I therefore earneftly intreat and exhort all 
Men, that fbrafmuch as Vertue cometh not 
by Inheritance, every Man would oS, himfelf 
endeavour to become noble ; for they who 
otherwife brag and boaft of Nobility, feem 
only Honourers oP Vertue upon another Man's 
Credit, and live not by their own : But with 
grief be it fpoken, the Faihion and Manner 
of the World now«a-days is quite the Re^ 
verfe ; for what cannot Flattery, the Favour 
of Princes, and too much Indulgence do and 
bring to pa(s ? 

Thbs have I given you my Judgment of 
Political Nobility in antient time amongft 
the Gentilesy which Philofophers have hereto- 
fore fet forth to us as a wavering thing, (and 

^ Pwesi 
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Divines as a thing uncertain) whilft they, in 
fpeaking thereof, omitted the Civil Rights of 
Perfons. 

It were verily to be wifliM that the Orna* 
ments of Vert^e fhould be every where con- 
ferM and beftow'd upon none, but fuch in 
whom Vertue it felf refteth ; fince as the In- 
creafe of Honour, fo the Credit and Reputa- . 
tion thereof aifo is propounded to be gotten 
not by Ambition, but by Induftry. But as 
I^olitical Nobility is another thing, whereof 
there be divers Beginnings, and tbofe of fuch 
Sort and Condition, as make in every ^foa 
who hath them, a Beginning and Excellence 
proper and peculiar to himfelf ; fb it is from 
the reft rf the kinds of Nobility (i/ijc. Theo* 
logical and iHiilofophical) by this only di(Fe« 
rence diftinguifli'd, That whilft they reft a- 
lone upon Religion and Vertue, this Civil No- 
bility refteth upon the Cuftoms of Nations. 

But if thefe old and moft antient Times 
of the Roman Empire be compared with ours^ 
we iball find no Token of that antient Nobi-> 
lity in the Courts of Princes If we leek fbr^ 
foch as they cafl'd Parieii^ or Senators (whom 
the Kamans revereocM as Men fent down 
from Heaven) we i]|iall fiad tbem no wfaeca 

but 
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but in Cities and great Towns, exercifing 
Ufury and Merchandize (Trades utterly pro- 
hibited by the Romans) whom (tho within 
their own Walls they be much regarded and 
efteemM) our noble Courtiers were wont to 
fcofF at and ridicule. Or if we go to the 
time of Pope Vrban^ who made Charles^ the 
Son of King Lewis y 111. in Trance^ a Senator 
of Rome^ when he fhould rather of his own 
Right have grac'd him with the Cardinal's 
Hat ; how ridiculous a Comparifon was it of 
the French King's Son with a Senator of Rome^ 
as the matter now ftandeth ? 

Now therefore let us fee (and with all rea- 
fonable Brevity) how, and by what degrees 
the Empire of that City (which firft built 
by Shepherds, at length became Miftrefs of 
the whole World) began^ afterwards to de- 
cline from fo great an Eftate ; and together 
with the Change thereof by little and little, 
drew with it the Alteration of noble Digni- 
ties and Titles alfo. 

After the Tranflation of the Roman Eiiipire 

by Confiantine the Great, all that Excellency 

of publick Dignities, whereof I have expreflv 

*and fufficiently enough before "created, feenr- 

^th to have been changM into a certain other 



Ch.j. of Nohility Dative. yj 

Form, and a new .Manner of ennobling Men 
to have been devisM : And indeed the Names 
of Honours and Dignities in the Eaft Em* 
pire feem to have been different from thofe 
of the Weft Empire ; and the < Latwsy after 
that the Empire was rent in fiinder, and fea* 
ted at Conftantinoplej became fubjed to the 
Greeks: for he who was there next to the 
Emperor, either by reafon of the Nearnefe 
of Blood j or by Inftitution, and of the Latins 
calPd Primasj was of th^ Greeks by a general 
Name faluted Dejfotesj i. e. Lord; as he is at 
this day calPd Mdnfieur amongft the French* 
men. The latter Writers were wont to call 
him (the fame Man) Sehafionj zccovdmg as 
-the Emperors had devisM honourable Titles, 
wherewith they might grace their Friends, 
and bind them to them. The third in Dig- 
nity from the Emperor was the Sebafiocratory 
who was foUow'td by him, whom they call'd 
Cdfar^ as fourth. 

But whilft the Emperol: Bafilius was wont 
to be call'd Sdajiosy and alfo Cafar^ he (the 
lame Man) at one and the fame time enjoy- 
ing all thefe Titles, thefe Dignities were then 
as Offices, and not as Titles of Honour. But 
afterward) accorduig to thei Emperor's plea- 

fure, 
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fure, they began to be beftow'd and difpos'd 
of as honourable Names of Dignities^ even 
without any Offices at all bebngii^ to diem. 
And for a time the next in Honour to the 
Emperor was callM Cd/dfj as the King of tho 
RomsMS is at this day in the Weft. But af« 
terwards Sebsfioeratar was the fecond in Ho* 
nour^ and C^f4r the third; at fuch time as 
AUxiisi Comnem^s appointed his Brother If$Mi^ 
cms to be Sebdjtocrstar : of whom Zfinardt 
(a Greek Hiftorian) fpeaketh more at large^ 
And laft of all^ Alexius PdUologas^ being Def- 
fotesy was made next in Honour to the Eoip 
peror ; to whom he^ the fame Emperor Com^ 
mnus^ having no Sons^ betroth'd his eldeft 
Daughter hene^ and grac'd him with the Ti- 
tle of Defpaesj as he who Ihould have been 
Heir of the Empire^ if he had not- before 
died. 

Pratofebafius had the firft Place and P^«e 
of Honour from the Emperor, and at length 
pMhyferfebafius began to be the moft Aately 
and majeftical Nao:^ of all others j hw^g^ 
jOGW Title of a new DigoAty, invented by 
Alexius Comf^nusj to gratify Michel TurofMus 
withaL EpMrchns was alfo a Na^ne of grej^ 
Honour, as if we Qmld iky th^ Qmi o^aH 

the 
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cfae Provincial Prefideats. dmt^fidsdus was 
General of die Auxiliary Forces, which out; 
of Brance^ SicUj/y and Ifdy^ iervMrin the Eaft ; 
whereof he was tcall'd the great ComofiMlaf^ 
and otherwife Came/atilisy which jthe luUms 
interpret Cot^ofi$bilt. Drumgarius was he 
who had the Command of the Fleet at 
Sea : But he who commanded the Army at 
&a^ they called the great Duke, and in Greek 
Meg^DuXy for difference fake, imitating 
therein the Ldtins \ for he who led the Army 
at Land was calPd Egemony but he who rul'd 
silt Sea, Dux. And over the I4ind-Army com- 
manded always either the Emperor himfelf; 
or Che Dejfoiesy or the SebdfiecrAtory or the €£• 
far J or the Panhyferfehajtas. And to this great 
Duke, who was their chief Admiral, they^ 
made fubjedl all the Drungars of their Fleet, 
their Admirals, Proto-Comitesy and the great 
Drungarius himfelf, before whom they alio 
appointed the Emperor's Statue on horfe- 
l^ck (which they called Confus) to be carried 
at Sea. They had alfo their great Logth 
thetaj whom we at this day call the Chan-- 
xellor ; their Logmafiesy whom the French calt 
Comptroller; and their Pratoflatory or Mar- 
ihal of their Army. Tiieir Primicerios alfo 

and 
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and PrimMguftosj and many others of chat 
fort, I willingly pafs over, left in prdfecuting 

« 

eviery one, my Difcourfe fhould grow too 
long and tedious. THefe were all honoura- 
ble Dignities, and for the moft part made 
not fo much for the Neceflity of their Offices 
or Order, as by the Fal^ur* and Good-liking 
of the Emperor. 

But whilft it feem'd fo good to the Empe- 
rors to appoint the Seat of their Empire at 
Confiantinofle (where all things now lie 4wal- 
low'd up of the Turks) they left the Weft 
bare of their Legions, and ft rengthned billy 
with Forts undefended, and fubjeft to* tlft 

-Invafions and Fury of the bafbarous Nations'; 
upon the Fall and Decay whereof thS^^Ruin 
of the Eafterh Etfipire' at length enfued aiHb. 

ijuly and Jfrick wcvQ at that time governM 
by their Exdnhij TofAuhi^Com^rchij Carfkiti- 
lariiy SpathariiyGuJl-aUi^ rand Caiapam; but 
afteI^vards,i when- A'iry/ff the Eunuch, and 
One 0( tlkt ^^R<fmdn Patricii, was by the^'Em- 
peror Ju/fm (the 2d) appointed Governor, he 
brought in thofe whom they calPd ConfuUres^ 

• Frafides^ Sind'Correcfores^- But as foon as A^iir- 

-fes^ provok'd with the Injuries and AflSrorits 
of Sophia the'Emprefe (apd with- Arigeii-ift 

i - rag'd) 
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rag'd) had calPd in thither the Lojpbards out 
of VAnnonUy they became by little and little 
to vary concerning the Titles of Honour, and 
Names of Dignity. 

For Narfes bejng dead, Longinus (one of 
the Roman Patricii alfo) by the fame Empe- 
ror chofen Governor, or Exarch in his ftead 
inluljfj for the reprefling of the Lombards^ 
but a little before callM forth by Narfes^ and 
even now about to come, created Dukes 
throughout the Provinces, (in imitation pro- 
bably of Confiantim the Emperor, who is 
reported to have provided by Law, that 
Countries and Towns Ihoold be affignM to 
Dukes, Earls, and old Captains, who having 
long fervM, were to be rewarded for their 
paft good Services.) And to this purpofe 
tend the words of ' Guicciardin himfelf, 
which I have thought good hereunto alfo 
to adjoin. 



■ Guicdditlin (Francis) 4 Cittun of Florence, in great favour 
vntk Leo lo* Adrian 6. and Clement j. Alexander de Medicis, 
'jyttHi of Florence, chofe him for a Cottnfellor of State* He wrote 
the Hifiory of his time (afpro^*d hy all learned Men) and died 
154.0. This is 0i#r Guicciardin. There was another (Lewis) Ne^ 
fhew t$ onrsy who writ an exaSi Hifiory of the Low-Countries, 
tranftated into French by Bellefont^ a$ij into Latin By Brantius, ctt. 
Hidiidin i;89. 

^ By 
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* By the Tranflation of the Empire to Con^ 
ftantinofle (faith he) a way was openM to 
the Power of the Roman BiChops ; for the 
Authority of the Emperors daily more and 
more weakenM, and decreafing in Italy (both 
by their continual Abfence; as aifo for that 
they were ftill bufied with Wars in the 
Eaft) the People alfo by little and little re- 
volting from them, and the City of Rom 
it felf being at length oftentimes by the 
Goths and Vandals taken and fack'd, began 
to decay and vanilh away : But the bar. 
barou$ People being afterwards driven out 
of Italy again by the Power of the Empe* 
rors, the Government began again to be 
managed by great Magittrates (of whom 
he, who conamanded over the refl as chief, 
was calPd Hexarchus^ and had his Seat 
at Ravenna) who appqinted Governors o- 
ver the reft of the Cities of Italy j which 
Governors they calPd Dukes. From hence 
came the Name of Hexarchatjbip of Raven^ 
, na^ wherein all Places were comprehended 
which had not Dukes of their own, but 
were under the Command of one Hexar* 
chus? (For according • to Potter\ Grecian 

Hifiory, 
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Hijlory % towards the Declenfion of the Roma^ 
Greatnefs, the chief Magiftrate oi Athens was 
caird fdyax, xrpoc^yoi;, i. e. Duke. But O/i- 
Jlantine the Great, befides many other Pri- - 
vileges granted to the City, honoured him 
with the Title of ^eV^ st^octmvs, or Grand- 
Duke.) Not long after, a notable Change 
and Alteration of Matters enfued from the 
Lombards 'y for they a moft fierce and cruel 
People were entring into Jtalj^ poffefs'd the 
Country call'd Gall$a Cifdfim^ of whom it 
hath alfo taken the Name of Lombardji. 
They added alfo to their Government R4- 
venns^ with all the Hexarchatjbip thereof, be- 
lides many other parts of Italy; extending their 
Arms as far as Picenum^ Sfoletum^ and Bene-^ 
ventumy over which they appointed Gover- 
nors to rule and command, whom they call'd 
Dukes, &c. So the Lombards raging and 
roaming far abroad in Italy^ at length with 
thirty of their Dukes in vain attempted to 
have taken the City of Rome. And thus, ac- 
cording to the Manner of Wars, it came to 
pafs, that the Titles of the Dignities of the 
former Bmpire being negleded, all things 

Q 2 began 
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began to be governed by the Generals and 
Commanders of the Armies^ viz. by fuch 
as they caird Dukes, Earls, and Princes. 
Thefe People Charles the Great, SonoiPefm 
King of France^ by the Romans calPd into ^4- 
/y, having taken Ticinumy the Metropolitical 
City of the Infubres^ and there flain DefideriuiSy 
(of a Conftable promoted to be King o( Italy) 
overcame and fubdued ; and was forthwith^ 
by the general Confent of aB Men, ^chofea 
Emperor of the Weft Empire : who as he 
would have the Empire it felf call'd the 
Freffch RomM Empire, fj had he a Defigo 
even in the beginning thereof to make it He- 
reditary^ and made thQ great Men, and thofe 
who were with honpurablp Titles gracM, zU 
together firee ; binding them by Oath, as Men 
holding in ' Fee only of the King, and of 
the Emperor. So that if by chance they 
Ihould recede from their Faith and Allegiance, 
or die without Iffue, he then ordainM thofe 
their Dignities to be transferU to others j 
And this his Ordinance, was called Inveftituroj 
or an Inveftiture. The Bounds and Towns 
of his Kingdom he committed to the Govern- 

I 

' This was the Original of holding in V$u 

ment 
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ihcnt of Counts or Earls. The Bounds and 
Borders they calPd Mdrchias^ or Marches ; 
whereupon the Governors of the Marches 
began to be call'd Marchiarum Comites (or 
Counts of the Marches) arid at length Mar^ 
chionesy or Marqueffes. Thofe whom he fet 
and placM in the Provinces, for the Admi- 
niftration of Juftice, and the keeping of the 
People in their Allegiance, were then calFd 
Miffl (or Men fent) or other wife Legatiy i. e. 
the Emperors Legates or Lieutenants. But 
fuch as the People created afterwards of them- 
felves for the Adminiftration of Jufticef, and 
the Government of Cities, being two or more 
in number, chofen after the manner of the 
antient RomArt Commonwealth, were call'd 
Conluls. The French Roman Empire with 
this Succefs fnide by Charles the Great, was 
left to his Poflrerity almoft Hereditary ; which 
Ihortly after alfo, under the Emperor Charles 
theGrofs (Nephew in the fourth degree to 
Charles the Great, and Before King of Ger- 
many) devolvM from the French to the Ger- 
mans : To whoitt alfo (witl^in a few years 
after) t)>/yt1ie Great, King of Germany^ and 
he Emperor too, fuccedded* ; who following 
the Steps of Charles the Great, gave luch 
^ G 3 Pec- 
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who fervM in the firft Ranks, excelling (> 
thers in Strength and Age, and who followed 
the Spearmen divided into fifteen Bands or 
Troops, fo placM as it were for a Refuge and 
Relief for them, that if in Battle the Spear- 
men fhould be forc'd to retire, they might 
in fafety fly to thofe Princifesj as to principal 
Men of more approved and afliirM Service. 
Hence Cafira PrincifAlUy the Principal Tents, 
and Porta Prmipaluy the Principal Port, where 
thofe Principesj or Principal Men, were wont 
to lie with their Bands, fo often occur in 
Lizy. 

Next to Augujtus the Emperor, they who 
in the Emperor's Name governM the Roman 
Affairs, were callM Princifes SenatWy or Prin- 
ces of the Senate : But afterwards the Em-^ 
peror wpuld have the Place or Title of a 
Prince to b^ a Dignity next to a King's, who 
amongft the antient Saxons were CftU'd ' Ethe^ 
linges^ and with ps Clytones^ 



■ * Edlingi, 9r Ethellingi, ab Edcl or Eth^, Nohky and Ling 

• or Ing, a Patronymick^ as fome^ or a Termrndfhn onljy as others^ 

• would have it ; gem'rally it fignified all forts of the Nohility, hut 
^ firl6lly with us the K'tng^s eldefi Son^ and Heir of the Kingdom^ 
X)r, Brady'^ Hiftory of England, firfi fart of tbo Saxon Hiftory^ 
W.2. /.82, ^ 



Bu( 
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But now it is as it were a gejjerai NaiQp 
diverfly given and attributed to niany at 
once^ and orderly comprehending in it aU 
the greater forts of Dignities ; yea, in^ fome 
places, according to the Manner and CuftofQ. 
thereof, the Title and Dignity of a Prince, i^ 
inferior to the Title and Dignity of a Pul(fi 
or Earl. 

Ducesy or Dukes, took their N^mes from 
the Latin word ducendo; as if w^ fhouM iajr: 
Du£ioresy or Leaders, becaufc they marching 
before, led on their Followers. Hence we rpad 
the Latin Phra^e^ ducere Bellumj i. e. to lead 
War, for gerereBellumy to make War. And fo^ 

Hi Bellum afpdue ducunt cum Gente Latina^ 

i. e. thefe Men make continual war with the 
Latin Nation. And they who as Dukes or 
Generals were Leaders of Armies, were wpiji; 
to bear fuch Enfigns as the Cqnfuls did : 
whereupon the word Ducatus fometimes fig- 
nify'd the Region or Country over which the 
Duke commanded ; and fometimes the Mili^ 
tary Government and commanding AutUori^ty 
it felf. To which fort of Men, for their ho-, 
pourable and valiant Deeds in the Wars, tri- 
ymphal Ornaments were fometimes given- 

Amongf^ 
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Amongft the antient Germsms^ to a General or 
Leader of an Army were affign'd 1 2 Counts 
or Earls to attend upon him. 

MarquiiTes were fo callM of a certain Ju^ 
rifdidion, Bound to fbme certain Place : Sg he 
who had the Command and Government of 
any Frontier-Territory, or Sea-Coaft, was 
caU'd Mdrehioj or a Marquifs. The General 
aUb of the Kingdom, or for the King, was 
fometimes alfo call'd itikrr^/e?, (or a Marquifs) 
and they who received of them Fees were 
properly accounted the Vslvufors of the King 
or Kingdom, as Men ftanding with the Ge- 
nerals, Ai vdhas Regnij at the Gates and En- 
trances of the Kingdom. Others there be 
who go about to derive the word Marchio 
from Mdrchdy (a word of the CeltesJ from 
whence alfo the word Marchare (in French) 
to ride, and the Marchomanniy as a People 
who excellM in good Horfemanfhip. 

• Now of Counts or Earls, as there were di- 
vers kinds, fo of them amongft the antient 
Writers are found divers and fundry Sorts and 
Orders ; fuch as amongft the reft were Comi- 
tes Sacri PaUtii^ or Counts of the Sacred Pa- 
lace ; Jrchiatriy or Principal Courtiers ; and 
Comixes Subuli^ or Conftables. For Dejiderius 

(as 
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(as I have formerly noted) being from a Con- 
liable chofen and appointed by the Lombards 
King of Italyy was flain by Charles the Great. 
Hiftory alfo obferves, that he lent Burchardus 
the Conftable with his Fleet to Corftca. 

There were alfo Comites Militum^ or Counts 
of the Soldiers, of whom th^ Remarks woiAd, 
have always two redding in the Eaft, who 
were thereof fometimes caird Comites Orient 
tisy or Counts of the Eaft. And in fhort there 
were Counts of Provinces, fuch as were the 
Counts of Sfain^ Britain^ and of the Saxo^^ 
Coafts in Britain. 

The Guftaldus in Italy^ and a Count, feenji 
in antient time to have been all one. Ther? 
are fome alfo who believe a Count in old time 
to have been call'd Comarchfu. 

The Name of a Vifcount fheweth a Begin- 
ning not to be doubted of; for he to whom 
the Count in the Camp committed the Au- 
thority of his Jurifdiftion, was callM VicecqmeSy 
or Vifcount ; as were in antient time the Pro- 
conful, and his Lieutenant or Deputy. 

But whence the Barones^ or Barons, were 
fo caird, is yet a little doubtful ; for to the 
Komansy as concerning their Dignity, they 
were utterly unknown, tho fome affirm it 
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to be a Latin word, by that Saying of Cicerd 
to his Friend Jtticus; Afud pAtronum reliquoff^ 
Baronesj te in maxima gratia fofuit^ i. e. he 
brought you into great favour with your Pa^ 
tron, and the reft of the Barons. 

Others obtrude to us the Greek word Ba^us, 
which fignifieth Grave : But be it as it will, 
if Credit be given to our moft Learned Law* 
yer BraSion^ the Barons were ftill accounted 
ias moft valiant Men ; for he * calleth them 
Bobora BeBiy or the Strength of War. And 
by Baldus% a Baron is deifinM to be a Mad, 
having from his Prince the Power and Au- 
thority of cbrretling and punifhing all Offen- 
ders whatever, from the higheft to the lowelf. 
But it fufficeth now concerning thefe things 
to have faid thus much, as purpofing of the 
J^me to fpeak more at large hereafter. And 
flow let me come nearer to the Matter, by 
comparing of antient things with others of 
later Date, to the intent that by applying of 
thofe things of Antiquity to this our Age and 
Time, the Reafon, as well of the Names, as 



' Lib. I. cap, 8* num. 4. 

' • Who lived in the fourteenth Century^ and was one of thetnofi 
minent Lawyers of his, timom 

of 
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of the Dignities tbemfelves, may the better 
and more manifeftly appear. 

As the Empire of the Greeks was by the 
Turks overthrown, and reducM to nothing, 
even fo was. the Empire of the Weft by the 
Cunning and Ambition of the Roman Biffaops 
rent afimder and weakenM ; the former Great-* 
neis whereof the very Ruins do now fcarcel^ 
declare. However, its Majefty is ftill by th6 
fcveft^Princes Eleffcors, (by the Germans calPd 
Carverjteiny and which are now nine in num- 
ber) to the Ornament of the Chriftian World, 
upheld and. maintained. The Septemvirattf 
of Germany^ the Emperor Otho the jd, and^ 
Pope Gregory the 5th, ordain'd in the Year 
960 J to whom afterwards the Emperor Charles 
the 4th engaged the Revenues of the Empire 
(having promisM to every one of the EleQorS' 
1 00000 Crowns) that he would appoint fVen^ 
eejlaush Son Heir of the Empire: But the 
Mony being not paid, it Came to pafs that 
the Patrimony of the Roman Commonwealth, 
which was appointed to the Ufe and Mainte- 
nance of the Wlrs (and for that only caufe 
fubjeft to Alienation) was privately diftri- 
buted and divided amongft them, to every 
one of them a part, whereby the Power of 
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into Noble and Ignoble, with a certain diffe- 
rence of thofe two forts amongft themfelves 
alfo« 

For fuch as with eafy Exercifes get their 
Livings, fuch as excel iu the Knowledge of 
Martial Affairs, in Learning, Wealth, or Vir- 
tue ; Thefe Men, ift' thefe times, are as it 
were the Seminaries of ^tdbility, (as were in 
antient time, the Gentlemen whom they calPd 
Equites amof^ the Kommsy the Nurfery of 
the Senatof ^.j Many nOble and famous Gen- 
tlemen have alfo from Lawyers and Mer- 
chants defcended : and altho fbme of the vul- 
gar and common fort of People be amongft 
them of better Account and Reputation than 
others of them ; yet in refpeft of the Nobi- 
lity, they are altogether bafe and ignoble: 
as all free-born Men, who are not of the vul- 
gar fort, are indifferently and equally noble, 
according to the French Proverb, Je fuk Gen^ 
tilhomme^ comme le Roy^ I am a Gentleman as 
well as the King ; // Foj de Gentilhommey The 
Faith of a Gentleman. 

Yet is it to be known, that Antiquity and 
high Funfiions have their Eftimation as well 
in Political Nobility as in other things ; and 
hereof (as it feemeth to me) are thofe Dif- 

tin3:ions 
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tinatoiiis <Jf Nobility, nominate and iniiomi- 

liat^ or of the greater and leffer Nobility, 

< as fbm^ others \ir6uld have it: And nonrri- 

nate/ot nanlM Nobilky, I call that which is 

-by Hferfedit^ry Succeifion gracM with 'Titles 

•aridl'ees;- As^ a King taketh that his Deno- 

^miriation :of his Kihgdom, a Duke of a Dake- 

dotn, ah Earl of his Earldom, and a Baron of 

his* Barony J 'who may alfd be calPd ^Wi^V>*x 

'Nobiles^ or the greatdr*' Nobility, thohot al- 

tt^therfo properly, inafihocli a^'l^hat Dit 

^linaidn- of Nobility'^- indifferently ' CbfAprfe- 

hendeth all forts of Noblemen, and the higher 

Tiiiagiftrattes Xfceftow'd up6i» Men fo^'T^rm 

df Life tAi/y, -or duriiig'the Prinee'is ^Jteafti^i) 

The reft- of the NoMIlfyi' under the d^^f^e 

■ of Ba!i'(Jlisi 'may be cafl'd Nobles itfn^ihitiiy 
'or TinrKini'd''Nbbliii!neit, tkTfHtMrw No^kif ii t. 
•the;lcff6rJ^6baicy. < ■—'^ '• •> 
" And' Vet'*there atie (9nfe of them whcr'ieem 
'to iiaV6'natrti*d NobiKty, tho not to be phi- 
'ced in thei'fame Rank- 'iiid Order; fufch'fes 

Rrt%hts-and • Enquires : Suit? betaufe the Titfes 

■ h( ^liigbthood and of ^Efquires are jaoft He- 
rcditaryj they are recfceh'd' among th6 Icflfcr 

■•Nobllicy.'-' - -■■ •• •^••-' 

! . ' H The 
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The Frenchy in the mean time, and we E^tg^ 
lifb alfo, do by more known Words better 
difccrn the greater Nobility from the leffer, 
but not without a certain Injury and Wrong 
done to the Ldtin Tongue^ from which we de- 
rive ouf Nobility : for who knoweth not that 
the L^tin word Nohilk indifferen|:ly compre- 
hendeth all fuch as are above the common 
and vulgar fort of Men ? which Word is in 
fremh or Englifb expounded Noble : by which 
t}i« cooinion fwt of Englifi^mni calleth or 
diftinguifhech np ^n under the degree of 
a 9aron. ;. 

Theifeft) under the degree of Baronsi are 
in Fnmb call'd GejttilzJfommes^ and in Effgli(h 
Gentlemen ; of whom fuch^r as are neither 
Knights nor Efquires^ we call , but only Qei^* 
tUmttx, without any Addition, and in i^r^MfA 
Gentil&hommes JimpUs, or |>lain Gentlemen, : 
Altho perhaps fome of thefe Men. can ihevf^ 
more Arms pf their Stock, and derive their 
I^edegree higher than fome others of greater 
Dignity, or even tte Emperor himfelf can. 

Hence in Political Nobility (imply under- 
fiood, thefe plain-termed Gentlemen are not 
inferior to Princes themfelves, tho in Honour • 
And pigjoity ^luch ; for the Titles of Kings, 

Duke^ 
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Dukes, Marquiflibs, Earls, and Barons, are as 
it were the Names of moft honourable Offices; 
and by feafon of fuch Additions one becom-* 
eth more famous and noble than another. 

Thus having fpoken more at large and in 
general, of thefe things relating to NobiUty, 
I fhall npwiidefcend tQ the particular Degrees 
thereof with us. 

Now as; CO the DiviHon of the Orders and 
Degrees of Men> which our Englijb Com- 
monwealth and Bmpire beareth, they have 
adn^irably .well fet it down, who havedivi« 
ded the fame into a King, Nobility of the 
greater and leffer fort, Citizens,^ Men libe« 
rally-brought up, and Labourers. But for- 
^s^fmuclLas I have purposM to fpeak only of 
the Degrees of Nobility, and that the Intea* 
tlon and Scope of this Work . tendeth no far- 
..ther^l (hallrtake notice only of the Kings and 
the c^ef-nam'd Nobility, whom we call the 
Peer§ Of the Kingdom^ the common Fathers 
of the Commonwealth, and in ihort by one 
Name, Great Eftaces or Noblemen. 

Tet .aaU)ogft fo g^eat Changes of things, 

^ and. Liondationspf* foreign Nations, where- 

Witl);-tbis ■ our Ifland,, from very firft in- 

: Jbabtfli>g;t^eaf,,:l^^^ o^cn tro^^en un- 

f'l .J H ?^ 4cr 
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der foot, and for along time mpflr gf ievoufly 
afflifted ; to write fueh an exa^ l!)ifcoutfe, 
as to fet down what were'the^OpJgiftkli or 
firfl: Titles of our Nobfemen. with the Or-i' 
ders and Degrees of' Honours, feemeth a thing 
moft difficult and hard: 'Of whieh! -things 
(freely to confefs the TriSth) being not well 
fatisfy'd my felf, I dare not, with too- hafty 
-Confidence, affirm much, efpeiiafly.^eeing 
that here, as well as elftwhere^ the Cenque^ 
rors havfe all along 'pttttbipally^^ doclea^ur^d 
hot fo nluch to opjpreft the Jfeopk'bytheifl 
fubdu'd, as to innbyater theit €ttflbms4 ^arid 
change iheir Law*. -Nature ■ni^g-fooc- 
der'd'it, that with tKe-'fenae Fatdi^lteresvith 
Mtmarchies and Kih§dotiis sn^iovd^MttiM, 
even' the' Nations theiiifelvfes ' arfi^iSlWfe Fk- 
ihilles, fell and come to RuinilKlbr ' "• ''•' = 
For-firft the KomAnsy by fobdiife^ the'firi- 
tons (the natural Inhabitants of'-i^B^lflafld) 
went about with their Legi(Mi$ tbO^r^lrd'^ 
all things. " i- .-.r.i O o;,'; \- 

But the Kom*»s about 506 Tfcafrst3(!ftid're 

' or lefs) after, being again tiUrti^i^sd ^'into 

tunce/^fi SaxOttSy <xc' mth&r E^ttflf Sakc(^Sy 

call'd in by the Er/t^ks to their" Aid^ iiid' Re- 

%f; kisM War-agaij^ eheinHdft^^stpdilirdft 

■ ^ • ■ * them 
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tliettl qirite t)Qt 'of ' theif antJent Seats, and 
firft of atl others gave^tb the Kingdom- the 
Name'Of 'Enghnd. Thefe People- the Dsnes 
alfo for -a fpace difpoffefs'd and turn'd out of 
the Kingdom ; but at length, as foon as it 
began (as it were) again to breathe under £isf- 
fvard the Coiifelfor (a-moft holy King, and 
laft oi th&Engtijh-SAxdn Race) he forthwith 
dying without Iflue, gave ciccafion ta the Nof^ 
inans to pafs over; who (Harold their Op- 
pofer being overcome,'ahd the Englifb piit out 
'c( their antient Inheritance) began imme* 
diately to afflgn the £jands and Girouttdi in 
every place to their C6nipanions and Fellow- 
Soldiers, and t6 ifitfodtic^ the Norman Guf- 
toms and Faihioris. 

Many iluif^sj for all that,' are yet extant 
in the' liiofl? aritient Records, even in the Hep- 
tarchy of thtEhgliflf^Sdxon Kiri^, concerning 
thofc * Noblemen who were Rulers oveP the 
Counties of Chefietj Leicefier^ and- Lmeolh'; 
who were indifferently alfo calPd Diikes iand 
Counts of the Mercians. The Danes had alfo 
thtir ^H^retcihes \' and the Princes of their 

Heremhes. And Eitvard the King and Con- 

'.•',-*' II ' • .•.-•■ 
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all things were fo fram-d to thcN^mni^ Mslo-: 
ner, as that of our Nobility sit this day thece. 
is not any that can draw the leafl: Breath of. 
the Stock and Race of thofe moft antienl: 

Skxons. 

Thefc Foundations of tlie antient Worthies. 
and Nobility being kid by W^/iKritw the Con- 
queror,* and oftentimes afterwards by his SuC'-i 
celTors^'according to the various Occafions and 
Occurrences of Times gradaally continued and 
augrn'dntcd, hegan at length in the Reign of 
King Henry III.- and Edirmrd I. td ihifle forth 
with Brightneft anc! Luftre ; wJhb having 
now vancjuilhM the Weljhmen their Neigh- 
bours, ;and contending' with tht Scmhdvdctk 
ihg npQli theni foi^' Mncii)aHty ■ and Sove-» 
rdgrity ; treating of all things cbncernitog' 
t?he Commonwealth v/ith the three States of 

• 

the kingdom (whidi'confifted of the Nobir 
lity, Clergy, and Comtnonalty) Thiey them-^ 
{elves in their Royal Majefty fitting "in Par- 
lianients, appointed to every Man a Preemi-' 
hence according to the Place of his Dignity r 
From whom efpccially aU the Nobility of 
our Age may feem t6 derive the dJ^ers dnd 
appointed Degrees bf Dignities a'iid Honours. 

:* 
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A Kii^ then, wbp may, .with us/alfo fefe 
call'd SL Mooacclv having in himfelf the fu*> 
preme executive Fovi^ef* (tha L^UUtive being 
in the People, /.f. Lords and Coftimons) is. 
of £j great Majefty, as that betides God, and 
the I^w of the Land, he hath no Superior ; 
who from Equity and Juftice feeking hifef 
chief Praife {when, an^ matter of greater 
wciight or importance js to bQ ^decreed, and- 
fet down concerningi the Welfare and Hoh 
nour of the .Commonwealth) doth eitbelf 
make new Laws, before conceivM.by the prcK 
per States of the Kingdom, .or elfe doth 9IH 
rogate the old; and free from all Homage 
for his Empire, is, with the facred Solenf^nilicN 
of his Country^ with a. Royal Ctown by luis 
Subjefts crowned -;^ whom afterwards we wisli 
ib great Reverence obferve and honour boiih 
in time of Peace and War, as that (fbrai!^ 
much as he himfelf is the Fountain of all 
Nobility) he may, for his own pieafure and 
good-likingy bleis and grace whom he will 
with OfBces, Dignititts, Honour, Nobility, 
and Riches. But fot a more full and: plain 
Definition of an Englijh King, take the Opi« 
nions of two famous Lawyers, who livedo 
pne in the time- of i/pi?r^ III/ the other of 

EdtQAri 
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MJmsri L their words are thefe ; viz, Gtid is 
faperior to the King, and thtf law, by which 
lie is made King ; and his Coure, vita the Earht 
and Barons: die Earls (according to their 
Names Comter) are the King's Affociates, and 
be that hath an Aflbciate, hath a Mafter : and 
therefore if the King be unbridled (or which 
is all one, without Law) diey ought to bridle 
him, unlefs they will be unbridled as tho 
King, and then the Commons may cry, Lo 
Jrfntf &C. This was the Judgment of that 
fiimpus Lawyer Br/0(m ' in Hemj the Illd's 
time, of the Scat^ of an Et^liflt King. Now 
Ibr the concunrent Teftimony of the Lawyer 
alfo in Edvdrd the Ift*s time, as an Addition 
hereunto : Altho (fiiith he) the Kii^ ought 
tohavQiK) Equal in the Land^ yet becauie 
the King nor his Commiflioners (in cafe 
^here the King intrencheth upon the Rights 
of any of his Subjeds) can he both Judge 
and Party, the King by right ought to have 
Companions to hear and determine in Par- 
liament all Writs and Plaints, of Wrongs 
done by the King, the Qiieen, or their Chil< 
dren ; and of thofe Wrongs efpeqially,^ whereof 
otherwife common Right cannot be had *• 

Nor 
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Not is this the Opinion only of Lawyers, but 

it is the Law it feif, to which the Royal Ai^ 

ieiit was added, and the fame leal'd frith an 

<«th in the (blemn Stlpvdatioa made by Kings 

at their Coronation, with the People then 

prefent in the I^me of the whole Body. If 

then the King be under the I^w in cafe of 

Direftion, as by Stipulation, he is bound if 

he be likewife under the Law in cafe of 

Tranfgreflion, to be judgM by his Camter^ 

or Peers : fo that certainly an E$^li{b King is 

but Primes inter cmnesj and not fufer totmiK 

But I fhall ftop here^ left I be led by fo copious 

a Theme beyond the Limits I at firft proposM. 

Amongft the Nobility or Peers of the King* 

dom^ the Prince is the chief> being the King's 

eldeft Son^ or Heir apparent of the Kingdom^ 

of long time gracM with the Title of the Prince 

of Wdesi and as he amongft the Romans^ 

who was deflgn'd for the Succeffor, was firft 

calPd Prince of the Youth, and as Flattery 

prevaiPd, afterwards C^t/ir, Noble C^c/ir, and 

moft Noble Cdfir ; fb ours was by our Si^xon 

Anceftors termM jEtheli^gy i. e. Noble, and 

in LdiM ClytOy from the Grf^ir K\uTis> famous; 

that Age affefting the Greek Tongue '. But 

.•'■•• ■""■■• ^hq 



Io8 7%e iiiVers JB^mnirigs .'/,'.> 

thd Jsiam^ -of tiytQ I have before obfeptM^to 
l)e given to the King's Childien in genbral : •: 
. Theiiilt'whQ. was caFd by the Naoxe of ehe 
J^ince <tf JVdes^ after the coming in of the i?\%^ 
m^f was EdwArdy Uie eldeft Son of Hcvi^IIL 
^ho (tiis Father /irffr; being.deady and JjaViog 
Vanqui(b!d hedin) was the-'firft thatjumtdd 
the Fridci^alky of Walts to the Kie^dian'Of 
M>tgl(»d ^ to whom alfo ^«; the <$i:0i^! Ead 
pf Cihr/^^',:: bethg dead .Without IfTtie' Mate 
(pther Lands and Revenues being ai%n!d -to 
the Sifters, of the afbrefitid Earl) the Kfflg J^s 
.Father had given the iatioe County!; SDt; chf& 
Jlrft Etigliflf Prince of ' fTd/^i was E^mfA H. 
boi'n at Csr»MrVA», front whom the King's 
.eldeft Son was ilways ftil'd Lord Pridee. M 
length King Edmrd Hi. gave to ^dWtkldlim 
eldeft Son , (a moft famous and reiKxwbbd 
, Warriour) then Prmce of Wdes and Eari of 
Chefier^ thfi> County of CdrmvdU alfo, whSdi 
he then had made a Dukedom : And' lb it 
came to pafs, that afterwards our Kings eldeft 
Sons or Heirs were by the King's Royal 
Charter, with great Solemnity in ftill PaCr- 
liaments, created Princes oi Wales and Earls 
of Chffieff (with the County i£ H«rf, which 
belongeth to the Dignity of Ute $w6rT6rth'e 

County 
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Mativitjl' A'fid) a^' the^Heksva^^t Ijf 
thelkomM Bmi^iiiii^vferh (as.'l but jiilt h(># 
tiiOtbd> paU'd.CejlS^r/y «f tha QnckkifDeffotiiy 
3i6r^V thofe df the :Kdfigdom<e^!|i><<f ;»(?,' Da\i^ 

£«^/i«^lia!(re been itnce that txide ^U^d F^iiii' 

ii r^liiep who are vacGoiinte4 <^it6ti Nobili 
afUr tbeBrincesio^l9^ei^ af^'ii^^ 1))^-^ 
IDu^iesy' Mawc^u^es, Sarh^'V^Kcioti^s^ an4'Bft- 
•roa's i^'waboiwUvhom, 'if t (faaSi a]^'i{>letceb tfob 
nusfts'fiunoiM^Ferflowfliipof KnSgbt^ o£~tl<cft 
•whkli! with iisr)isd)^far the mc^vhiitfottcabfe 
Otdd^v^ caking' ii^iKFanle'df thciiGftrtery-Piliall 
^m pefhajps (b^tahave done :a(ffllt^;i'fia^ 
is ^inEais^h {Kidghtgf^and ^fo^ktssi^^hito". Of 
thcjeiar 'NobUity/^eKcdliog^dthdtis uii^ttUb 
and Valour) almoft equal not only C^^Kdbltf- 
,f{^'at'homevi(xftba^obut£)(mn^oKiiigka^ 
•Bm^ors abriMtd » iButiiEitheBLtiian ti i^feik 

ot ^hatoal-iii^ tber< Noblemen we^ obiginaify 
'•<teiie(sal5 and^'beadersiof. Armies;; or. >Gk)v^N 



> t 



' Camb. Brit. f. 172. .1 ■. - i ■ • • - 



no The M^ferit Beamings ^ 

pours of Countries, I have before dedtr^d ; 
buc afterward!^ as it pleas'd the £mperors» 
this Nobility was given for term of XJfo} and 
at length ^rei^thned with Lands and FeeS| 
was made Ur certain Hereditary Perpetuity a 
and fb a Duke, who in antient time yras (in 
a manner) the Conftable of the Kingdom, 
and wbofo chief Service was to lead and con- 
dud the King's Army in time of Wat, *being 
^cM.Wtfh;Pee^ and once. authorizM by the 
King, 'became- aaHer^tary Title. Our 
iUngs defcend^d'of die .Ncrmdm Blood, fo 
long, as they themfelVes werb Dukes of Nin^ 
fmiftfyf grao'd no Man with this Title of a 
.puke tiU Edmrd IIL who firft of all, as is 
^re&idf exaked the:Gouftty of Cmtmidiioto 
a Dukedom : after the Example wheteof ma- 
:ny Ueireditary Dukes were alTo by our Kings 
•^reatedyitho there be none fuch with us at 
-this day* -p'- •. ■ ;.,: , 

( Next/to Dukes in order follow Marquiflibs, 
.who in .antient time were call'd Goveroours 
(or Wardens) of the Borders or Matohe»r>; A 
^arqui& (faith '€aiuiile») is (according to 
.the Import of theword) one let togputardthe 

I Caad>. Bdt. ;. 173. 
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JJmits ) a Title to us before tlxc time of lU* 
' chdrd IL utterly unknown, who in the tenth 
Year of his Reign by Royal Charter firft ere** 
ated Robert Fere Earl of Oj^ord^ (his Minion) 
Marquifs of Dubliie^ the MetropoUtical City 
of treUnd. By which E)&ample many others 
afterwards obtainM the like Creation by In* 
heritance. , 

Concerning either the Etymobgy, or the 
Office of an -Earl amongft the Antients, I 
have elfewhere briery iaid foqpiething ; and 
fliall therefore, for a more full, compleat, and 
1 62Bi£i Defcriptipn tberepf, refer the Reader to 
. thofe Authors who have treated of the iame^ 
m^re at large: and yet I muft crave leave 
.to fpeak a .word or two more of thefe Earls 
befbre I give , them ^ final adi^iu Earls (foft^ 
ned a little from* the pa»i(b word EarUs^ I e. 
honourable Men) have always been with us 
both of greateil: Authority and Pignity, a Ad 
of muph greater Antiquity thjui: either Mar- 
quiifes or Dukes ; for accoi:dtng 4:0 Cambden \ 
iuitus tells us wehad them from our German 
Ancpflors : They had (faith he) always Earls, 
Comkes^ attending their Princes, to furnifh 
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theth with Cbtiiifel, arid' to jgain theni' Au- 
thority. Gthfets again • are iof opinion, - that 
"both the Fhtnh ind we had tliem- from the 

■ RimMs. Hbwevfer it be, \vc may^ reft fatisfyM 
that their Original is of yfery great Antiquity • 

* Nor is it any lett at all, buf that an Eari Wy 
"fee callM Earl of any Goiliilfy or Pra:ce,^''fttiin 

whence he receiveth no Profit, nor thetem 
^old^th anXr 'Juriiaiaionf;-' ' '^ liiid'eed antSent 

Craifrers declare ' thiem in* cW time^ to ftaye 
^heta Feed^rtttirf, and to- lii^er'B^h tcWitd^ 

•with the tWrd- jenny (if tVft^ft^ 

<-? roVince whei^dof they wercjciiljy fi^tf; -airfd 

^ffit^ohe ' liiftance atrionglV liiiny; ■ talte -whit 
■'Mfows, vih. Mdud the Evapvefs,' Daiij^littr 
'aWrf Heir ■ of 'Kihg-Wf»ry V. tfrtited' aiff Etfrttjy 
~Wis Fbrni of' Weirds, as -ffie 'ehkrter it' lillf 

ieiftlfifes: 
'* and 

*|rant to Gnufred de Mi^fi4hitd;favh.^'^. 

< vice, and to', his Heifs; kft^'f. hftn * hdreWfta- 

■ * fily, th6'Earlii&ni of Ejl^jf ;^and4hai: hi^ !i% 
' * the third Penny out of the S!idriff*s; Ooiitt, 

'* iffuing out of all Pleas, as^aii Earrf btig&t'Vo 
'^ receive from his County in' kll thihgsV 
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And this is the antientcft Charter that Mr^ 
Cdmbden ever faw. But now the Cuftom 
with us is, that the Titles of Earldom are 
confcr^d and beftow'd according to the King's 
pleafure, without any Poffeffion of the Places 
at all ; to whom the King, inftead of the third 
Penny, is wont to appoint a certain Sum of 
Mony to be yearly receivM out of the Exche- 
quer, or his Cuftoms : of which more at large 
hereafter* 

Folydore Virgil^ as to this Cuftom, declared 
alfo the matter right in thefe words \ ^ It is 

* a Cuftom in England (faith he) that Titles 

* from Counties fhall be difposM of at the 
^ pleafure of the Prince, even without the 

* PoflTeffion of fuch Places from whence they 

* derive their Title** Upon which account 
the King ufually gives to fuch as have no Pof-* 
feffions in the County^ in lieu of that a cer* 
tain annual Penfion out of the Exchequer '. 

After the Earls follow next in order the 
VifcountsJ call'd in Latin Vke-comites. This, 
as to the Of&x:^ is an antient Title, but as 
tothelXgnity but modern, (ince we had none 
tt them before the time of Henry VI. for ha 

I Camb. Brit. /, 175.. 
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in the eighteenth Year of his Reign, created 
John de Bellomonte^ or Beaumont^ a Vifcount; 
So that that which in antient .time wajs the 
Name of an Office, we now at this day ac- 
knowledge to be a certain Name and Title of 
Dignity, plac'd in the middle betwixt an Earl 
and a Baron, as a Marquifs betwixt a Duke 
and an EarL This Degree of Nobility hath 
Inveftiture from the Kings themfelves, with 
certain folemn Ceremonies, as the other De- 
grees of Nobility have, 

Amongft the greater Nobility, Barpns have 
the next and laft place, whofe , conjoined 
!Power, compared \yith the reft, hath in the 
principal Affairs of the Commonwealth al- 
ways been the greateft ; of whofe Beginning 
even Truth it felf doubtfully wavereth. A 
certain learned'' Author faith, ^od Reges cum 
flures haherent flioSy nee omms Reges foffe fieri 
(quod Regnum dividi nequeat) profpicerenty am- 
fU cuiq\ dab ant cafira cum^J^rifii£iioney & Im^ 
perio ; unde Bar ones dicer entury id efi^ filii alHs 
excel ftores. Some will have the:,\y6rd Baro to 
have been deriv'd from theCJr^^if.wo^ 
fignifying grave or weighty. Others again 
fuppofe them to have been originally Gene- 
rals or Leaders of Nations and People, dif- 

perfedly 
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perfedly roaming and ftraggling up and down 
without any certain refting places, after the 
Empire was fallen into decay ; who equally 
dividing the Lands, by force or leave by them 
gotten, did as it were by a Tutelar Law go-, 
vern the People, holding of them in Fealty, 
and fubjefl: to every one of their Jurifdic- 
tions, either with a mere Sovereignty apart, 
as Monarchs, or under fome other common 
Prince. Hence BaUu^ calls a Man of greateft, 
middle, and meaneft Authority and Com-* 

• 

mand, Baronemj or a Baron : But they who 
in Power and Authority were in a manner 
alike and equal, were before m Latin call'd 
fares Homines (or like Men) but by the Trench 
and Italians (^fpeaking more contracfcly) Par^ 
hommes ^nd Par huomini ; ^nd thereof they might 
(faith he) be call'd Baroni^ and Barons ; for 
with a more free Pronunciation they in their 
words eafily admit h for p : and to give more 
credit to this matter, he addeth thereto the 
Force of divers Languages. For thofe whom 
the French from the beginning call'd Barons, 
we in the fame fenfe in antient time calPd 
Thayniy and in Englijh at this day Lords ; whom 
the Germans by a Circumlocution more pro- 
perly call Free-herenj which with us truly fig- 

I 2 nifieth 
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nifieth Free Lords, i. e* Lords having free Ju« 

rifdidions and Territories. But from whence 

this very Word, Lord, is fprung, (which is 

not fo much peculiar to Barons, as to all 

Noblemen in general) remaineth yet doubtful* 

But forafmuch as 'tis our Cuftom to call 

all Dukes, MarquiiTes, Eark, and Viicounts 

(and fome of the greateft OfBcers and Ma- 

giftrates of the Kingdom alio, tho they be 

not Barons) after the manner of Barons, 

Lords ; fome will have it to be a primitive and 

original Word of it fel^ fprung out of the 

Saxon word HUforij which is interpreted 

Lord. Others alio fufpe£k it to have been 

a derivative Word, and to Iiave been firii 

brought out of Burgundy ; it being mianifefl:, 

that the Emperor Probus fent the BurguniUns 

(after he had conquered them) into Brimn\ 

who having here feated and iiettled them^ 

felves, did the Romans great iervice if at any 

time Rebellion did arife, or was ilirred up 

againft them : And in that place they call it 

Allodium J which iignifieth free, and difchargM 

from all^Iomage and Service. And fuch fort 

of PofTeiTors and Owners are even at this day 

call'd AUodiiy whom we, refKng almofl: upon 

the fame Reafbns, do in Englijb call Lprd% 

Contrary 
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Cdntfary to thofe Modiiy or Lords, are the 
LeiideSj or Leudi^ as fubjeft to the Modify 
whereof perhaps the word Laird is lis'd a- 
mongft the ScofSy who with them is a Gen* 
tleman of the better fort, but inferior in de* 
gree to a Baron, whom they with us alfo call 
a Lord. 

But be the Etymologies of the Name what 
they will, and let Men think of them as they 
pleafe, it is generally agreed that Free^hm^^ 
or Lords (call them which you will) have in 
all places lived as free-born Men, and of great 
efteem, and were the fame whom Cdfar cal* 
leth Regulos in FrMce^ where even now fome 
of the moft old and antient Barons are repor- 
ted and reputed by a certain Right of their 
Baronies to contend for Precedence with the 
new. Earls. But how full of Authority and 
Dignity the Name of a Baron and of a Ba* 
ronage is, will very plainly and eaflly appear, 
if either we refpeft the Antiquity thereof, as 
thofe who in antient tinie had Hereditary 
Jurifditlion annexM to their Honour and Dig- 
nity, and whereof we at this day retain a 
Shadow in our Lords Courts, commonly calPd 
Court- Barons ; or look into the moft honour- 
able and venerable Privilege which they have 

I ^ ia 
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in the chiefeft Affemblies of the Kingdom : 
for all Dukes, Marquifles, Earls and Vifcounts^ 
have their Seats with the Barons in the high* 
eft and moft auguft Affcmbly of the King- 
dom, /. e. in Parliament, only by the Name 
of their Baronies. Infomuch that the grea- 
teft Duke fitting in Parliament (altho he be 
placed according to the Preeminence of his 
Degree) holds his Place only by reafon of his 
Barony ; nor is the Privilege of fitting there 
for any other reafon granted now to our Arch- 
bifhops and Bifhops (as formerly it was to 
fome Abbots and others of the like fort) but 
becaufe they have the Poffeflion and Dignity 
of fome Baronage or Barony annex'd and 
joinM to their Bilhopricks, Nay, the eldeft 
Son of a Duke, tho he be commonly caird 
an Earl, as alfo the eldeft Son of an Earl, tho 
by the Flattery of Cuftom, and in refpeft of 
his Blood, he be call'd in Latin Dynafiay or D^- 
minus^ in Vrench Signeur^ and in EHglijh a Lord ; 
yet if we confidisf the Force of the Law, they 
are not to be numberM either amongft the 
Earls or Barons, but only to be accounted 
Efquires. Nor can they challenge any Voice 
or Suffrage in the Parliaments of the Kingdoqfl 
fo long as their Fathers live. However, we 
■ v.- ^ ■ " ^ ' Jutve 



/M V 



Ch.jr. ' ^ Nohility Dative, 119 

have it often in Experience,:: I ironfefs^ that 

r 

whenever the King fhall fee the eldeft Son or 
Heir of a Dake, Marquifs, or Earl, duly qua- 
lify'd by Wifdom aryd Age, and worthy to 
be prefent at fo great Affemblies as Parlia- 
ments ; he promotes him to the height of that 
Honour, . and by a Writ of Summons (as they 
terju' it) his Father beiog yet; ^Uve, aqcordr 
ing to the Name and StUe (if he be the Son 
of a Duke) 6f his Barony ; or if he be the Son 
of a Marquifs^ or of an Earl, by the Name 
whereof he was before ca^U'd, and whereof 
he was Heir appareht, and witji which his 
Father alfo was. before inyefted. This, I fay, 
Ibmetinjes is done, and may be done by the 
Favour only of the Prince^ whofe Prerogative 
herein is fo indeterminate, as that he may 
promote to Honours, and admit into Parlia- 
ments whom he pleafeth : Many Examples 
whereof are extant upon Record* 

For we rightly acknowledge no Barons, but 
thofe whom the King's Royal Majefty hath 
firft by his Charter created, or eife the Par- 
liament's Preeminence and Dignity defign'd ; 
who fo caU'd^ and once admitted, and in Par- 
liament ..plac'd, are, ever after to be held and 
accounted Barons, and to be reckoned amongfl: 

I 4 the 
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the Nobility of the Baronage c£ EffgloMd: 
Nor doth it any where appear that any of 
them were afterwards rejeded or degraded^ 
except by chance their Pofleifions were {o far 
diminifli'd^ as that they were by no means 
able to maintain fo great an Honour. For 
as in antient time the Rcmdf$ Senators^ who 
bad wafted their Senators Subftance, were 
cut of Senate removM ; even ib I fay, fuch 
are either of their own accord to abftain 
from coming into the upper Houfe of our Par^ 
liamentS) orelfe (I may fay perhaps) arenoc 
admitted to ftt there^ tho they for ever ftill 
retain the Stile and Name of their Barony. 

And thefe be they whom we acknowledge 
to be named Nobility, whereof the Barons 
are the moft honourable, refembliiig the an-* 
tient Form of a Reverend RomaM Father, re- 
giftred to be one of the Coimcil oi State, and 
of the Senatorian Dignity ; and with us git 
ying an Entrance to all the higher Degrees of 
Honour, as did that amongft the a&tient Ro^ 
mM$. At firft it was for a certaia fpace ^iven 
to none, but thofe who for their Marti^il 
jprowefs were renown'd ; to wbom^ alio the 
Enfign of a Barony was given^ as was th^ 
{light of wearing a Gold Ring |ranted tQ 
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the RomM Gefitlemen. But afterwards not 
only they, whom martial Deeds h&d recom- 
mended, but even they alfo, whom their No« 
bility of Birth, their Manners, Fortune, or 
Wifdom, had at home ennobled, were wonfe 
by the King's Writ of Summons to be called 
forth to the high Aflembly of Parliament. 
And at length King Hewj VI. brought in tho 
FaQiion to create fome by this Kame^ by 
virtue of hi& Royal Charter: the FoFm 
whereof, together with that other of caUju^ 
by Writ of Summons to the Parliament, may 
be feen at large in feveral Books of Herak 
dry ; to which I here, for brevity lake, refer 
the Reader. 

Now as to the Manner of reftoring, re* 
new^d Nobility, before loft, I fhall not dwelt 
long upon it ; but after a flight Touch, fSify 
over to that Political Nobility, which reftetb 
chiefly upon the Cuftoms of Nations. 

Such as have by their own or others faulfe 
loft their honourable Stiles and Titles, ^r^ 
wont to be to the fame, by Petitions exhi- 
bited to the King in full Parliament, re^ 
ftorM : which I would have to be a Confir* 
mation of renewed or reftor'd Nobility, 
'V^bqreQf the Re^ueft of Margaret^ Daughter 
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t^George 'Dxxk^oi Clarence, in Parliament, fn 
the firft Ydar of King HcaryWU. (to oniit 
othfers) may ferve for Example ; whcrebyi 
Ihe is reftorM to the Stile, State, Name, Ti- 
tle, Honour, and Dignity of the Countefs erf* 
idluhury; from which £</w4r<i her Brother,' 
Earl thereof, had by his Guilt fallen. The 
Petition it felf is longer than is neceflaryrto 
te here inferted : it is in Englijb extant in the 
Records, and is fhut up with thefe words, 

* Which Petftion being read, and to the: 
' full underftood, and confented unto by out 

* faid Lord the King, by the Advice -and. 

* Affent of the Lords Spiritual and TempWral^ 
*-'and of the Commonalty in the afbrefaid 
*■ Parliament being ; and alfo by the Author 
< rity of thfe fame Parliament, it was unto' 
' the fame Petition thus arifwer'd, 

* Soh fdSi come il elt defire ; . 

* Beit done According as it is requefied^ 




,* 
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mMm. AT-fc j-TA AffJ' af A affc ar# mTm ftff# aV^aK^ ■■* aH> -""^ aTi- affa ril^ aMl- afT> a^^ ^> 
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CHAP. VI. 

Cufioms of Jettons. 

I Have already faid that Political Nobility, 
ftill fubjed to the DifpoGtioos of Princes^ 
^nd Changes of Time, depended always upon 
the Cuftoms of Nations. 

For firit of all, it is manifeft that Digni- 
ties, which were but the bare Names of per- 
fonal Offices, at length became hereditary and 
fucceffory ; and yet with divers Laws cir- 
cumfcribed. 

And altho Women in Germs^y born of 
pukes, Harls, or Barons, are, according to 
the Cuftom of the Empire, ftiled and call'd 
DutchefTes, CountelTes, and BaronefTes; yet 
by the Law of the Imperial Grant, the Prin- 
cipalities themfelves, with the Fees thereto 
belonging, defcend to the; Males only ; who 
failing, they revert to the Eniperor. Which 
thing, the great Dukedom oiCArinthU proveth 
io be fo : For Ericus (or Henry) the laft Duke 
being dead without Heirs Male, the Duke- 
dom by the Laws returnM again to the Em- 

' . ' * pire ; 
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pire ; which Lems the Emperor afterwards 
beftowM upon Jliert Duke of Ju/ria. 

Sigifmund the Emperor alfo (the right Line 
of the Dukes of Saxofrji being extinft) gave 
the Dukedom, in the Year 142J, to the Mar- 
quiffcs of Mifnia ; and the Marquifate of Br^- 
ienburgh to the Burghgraves of NuretHbarg 
or Norimberg : whofe SuccefTors even now at 
this day enjoy the fame. 

The fame we read to have been done in 
Itdly : for Wemejldus the Emperor, in the 
Y6ar 1490, gracM the Vice-County 6f ikfiZ/r^ 
Avith the Title of a Dukedom ; but fo as that 
fof want of Heirs Male it fhouW^ together 
with that Dignity, be made a part of the 
Imperial Patrimony. And in the Remem- 
brance of our Grandfathers, we read tb^ 
tthe Emperor Charles V. created fome (as well 
^t Naples as elfewhere) but yet always with 
that common Law of Reverfion, That fo 
foon as the laft of the Male Defcent ihould 
die, they (hould be made Imperial Dignities, 
But here ^y the way) we muft remember, 
^hat the Emperors did not always do all thmgs 
according to the utmoft Extent of their Pbw- 
?r ; but fomet imes by a new beneficiary or 
bountiful Covenant, being requefted fo to 

dQ| 
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do, fuflferM thofe Titles of Honours to de> 
icend to the Daughters, (ao Heirs Male r^ 
maining) mitigating the Extremity of the 
Law, (by wife Men firft interpreted) Regard 
being ftill had either to the Commonwcakh, 
or to fome former Agreement^ or to the 
Time prefent. 

la France Rennatus. ' Chaff imis^ difputing of 
the Royal Demefne, maketh a diftindioa of 
Dignities* For he affirmeth aU military and 
mafculine Dignities by the * Salique Law to 
^ annexM 'to the Fees Royal, nor by any 
means by mere Law to come to the Womea, 
akho the Heirs Male fail ; except by fpecial 
and expreis words it be before otherwiie pro* 
vided: which (he£iith) he himfelf hath ieea 
and read. Yet in the oiean time he ajffirms 
private Principalities are not to be denyM to 



* A Frenchman horn m 1537, 4^ Baleul in Anjou^ and «jm tfth^ 
mofi eminent Lawyers of that Age, He was a good Pleadery and 
looked upon as a fort of Oracle in his ProfeJ/hn* His Works aro^ 
vix^ Politia Sacra^ Monafticon, bsfides other Tra^s coUeiled in fsc 
VoL in FoL in Latin^ and five in French. He died at Parts in 16064 

■ Dilated to the Franks by four of their Nobility ^ or Chief Men 
thofen out of many others Anno 422 ; and fo calPd from the Rivor 
Sala in Germany, about which the Eaftern Franks inhabited^ or fro* 
haUf near it held their Placita and Conventions^ in which they 
made their Laws^ &c. Or from Sal or Sala, the fame with Atib^ 
4S Hall or C9urt i fo that the Salique Law was the Kcyal or Court* 
Law* Bcady*iCoiiipleatHiil.of £;;^/4^y^«6o« iftfartofSsaum 
hifi. 

Women } 
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Women ; which he mamfefts by the Exam- 
ple of the County of Jrtftiniach^ by a Wo* 
man's Right devolvM to the King of Na- 
varrej and by many others alfo. 

And whilft Fm writing fome few things 
concerning our own Affairs, I think it not 
amifs to fubjoin the following Lafm and Eng* 
lifh Tranflation of a moft antient Writing ta- 
ken out of the old Ssxan Laws, which (tho 
the. Original both in Tongue and Charader. 
founds merely Snxon like) yet feemeth in 
fome things to favour of the Danijb Matters, 
as alfo of the antient Laws either of the BrP» 
tOHSih^mMvtSy or of the Saxons {hakenand 
rent afunder under the Rule and Government 
of the Danes. It follows thus, viz,. 
. Tempis erat olim cum Anglicis Legibus & P(h 
fuloj fuus iihique confiabat Honor. Qui ex Pofulo 
frudentiffimi erant^ in honor e fuerunPj fuo quifque 
ordine^ Comes & Qolonus^ Thaynus & Sub-Thay^ 
nus. Quod fi Colonus it a rem feciffety ut habue* 
fit flen} quinqne hydas propria terr^y JEdem 
Sacram^ Coquinam^ Campanile & Portam^ locum 
it em J & pec u Hare munus in Regik Aula^ tunc 
trat deinceps pari cum Thayno dignitate : Si vera 
Thaynus it a proveSfus eraty ut R^gi fervierity c5t 
nuncius ejus ejfet & equitaverit in familid. Si 

tunc 
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tunf etiam Th4jnum .jibi Famulan^em habuerit^ 
qui ad Regiam- Expeditionem quinque hydas, h^-^ 
buerity ejufque in Regia Aula Domino fervii^ity 
terque ejus Nunciuf ad Regem venerity hie 'de-^ 
. incefs data Fidelitdfe Domini ferfonam fuftineve 
foteraty fi of us fuijfet. Quod ft Thaynus ita ^ 
veSus eratf ut Comes evaferitj p^i erat dein^ 
ceps cum Qomite dtgnitate. Bj fi Merc at or itA 
rem fecijfety ut ter 'vajium Mare fua peritis tnh^ 
jeceriti pari tunc erat cum Thayno dignitatis 
Quod fi literarf{m fiudiofus Uteris progrejfum fe^ 
cijfety ut or dines habueritj & Chrijio infervierif^ 
itat.d^einde venerandus & immunis^ quantum ad 
locum ejus fpeSfabat^ nifi ita t^idiffet ut fuo 
munere uti non^potuiffet. . . : ♦ 

* It was fometime in the Englijb Laws, 
^ that the Peopre and Laws were in Repu- 

* tation, and then were the wifeft of the 
^ People worthy of Worlhip, each in his 

* degree, Eorle, and ' Chorle, Theyn and 



' Chorle^ Churle^ Ceorle, Carle, was in the Saxon time a Tt" 
nant at Will of frei ConditioWy who held fome Land from the 
Thane, on condition of Rents and Services* Which Ccorlcs were of 
two forts ; one that hired the Lords Out-Land or Tenement aff 
Landy like our Tarmers ; the other that tiU*d and manured the In- 
land or Demains (yielding Opus, not Cenfum, Worte, and nbt 
Rent) and were thereupon called his Sockmen or Ploughmen* Cow- 
el'; Ituerp. 

^ Under- 
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* Undcr-Thcyn ' : and if a Chorle fo rfirivM, 
^ that he had fully five Hides of his own 
^ Land, a • Church, and a Kitchen, a BeH- 
^ houfe and a Gate, a Scat and a feveral Of^ 
« fice in the King^s ttall ; then w^s he thence- 

* forth the Theyn's Right- Worthy- And if 
'^ a Theyn fo thrivM that he fervM the King, 
^ and on hi$ MefTage or Journy rode in his 

* Houfhdd, if he then had a Theyn that 

* him followed, who in the TCing% Expedi- 
-^.tionfive Hides had, and in* the King*sPa- 

* lace his Lord ferv'd, and thrice with his 
^ Errand had gone to the King ; he might 

* afterward with his Fore-Oath his Lord'is 

* part play at any need. And if a Theyn fo 



* Thane^ or Theyn, fignifies fometimest a ^oblemar^^ fometinm 
# fretman^ fimetimera^MagiflroH ; huttnore proptrly^ an Officer 
or Mimfier of tho King* Xmb. in his EaEpofidon of Saxtm Vordr, 
terb.Thanus. ^yi J Skene de Verb. Signi£ faith^ That it is Or 
JUamo of Dignity eqpiat with the 9m of an BarL Tins Affelh* 
tion was in ufe amongft us after the Norman Conqtuftj as af pears 
iy. Vomefday. ani « artain. fVrit of William. L CamhHen fmySf 
They were ennobled only by the Office which they admimftred^ 
The Saxon Thane was fo calPd from TelMan>. Service | asee^ i» ha^ 
tin Minifter, i miniftrando* So that a Thane at firfi \m lUm flum- 
uer as an Earl) was net properly a Title of I^gnity^ hnt ofSarvke i 
hut according to the Degrees of Servite^ feme of greater Eftimatian^ 
feme of lefs. So thofe that feru*d the KM^ isk PUfes rf Emmancy^ 
either in Court or Cwemonwealthj were taJU^d Tbayni Majored aid 
irh^ni &^ .* Thofe that fervid under them^ as they did mmdat 
the Kingy were caWd Thayni Minores, or the Leffer Thanau 

• The Parfons always lov^dgood Eatings 

^ thrivM 
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* thrivM that he became an Earl, then was 
< he thenceforth an Earl's Right- Worthy. 
^ And if a Merchant fo thrivM, that he 
^ pafsM thrice over the wide Sda, of his own 

* Craft ; he was thenceforth the Theyn's 
^ Right- Worthy. And if a Scholar fo thriv'd 

* through Learning, that he had Degree, and 
^ ferv'd Chrift j he was thenceforth of Dig- 
^ nity and Peace fo much worthy as there- 

* to belotagM, unlefs he forfeited, fo that he 
^ the Ufe of his Degree ne might.' 

Thefe Ruins or Rubbilhes of Antiquity 
make Ihew of a Perpetuity of Nobility, even 
from the beginning of this Ifland : but Tem^ 
for a mutantur^ & nos mutamur in illis. For 
King Edward the Confeffoi:, laft of the Saxoif^ 
Blood, bringing with him out of Normandy 
the Title of a Baron, the Thanes from that 
time began to grow out of ufe, and in pror 
cefs of time to lofe even their very Names. 
But the Name of Baronage began at length 
to be both in Dignity and Power fo magnifi- 
cent above the reft; as that therein all the 
Nobility of England feem'd to be compre- 
hended. As for Dukes, they were (as it 
""were) fctch'd from lojpjg Exile, aijd agaiA re- 
newM by King Edward III. and MarquifTes 



1 1 o Cufloms of Nations. 

and Vifcounts were altogether newly brought 
in by King Richard II. and King He^rj VL 

But our Kings defcended of the Norma» 
Blood granted an hereditary and fucceHory 
Perpetuity to honourable Titles, (fuch I mean 
as are the Titles of Earldoms and Baronies) 
without any difference of Sex at all. Which 
thing I could by many Examples of Antiqui- 
ty make manifeft, but that by fo doing I 
Ihall draw out this Difcourfe into too great 
a length. However, three things I efpecially 
recommend to the Reader's Confideration, 
'viz.. 1. The Difpoutions and Inclinations of 
bur Kings in creating of the N(rf)ility* 2. 
The Cuftom of transferring of Honours and 
Dignities by Families. And, 3. The Force 
of Time, and the Change and Alteration of 
Things. For our Kings (who only and alone 
do in their Kingdom bear the ablblute, tho 
not arbitrary. Rule and Sway) are with us 
efficient Caufes of all Political Nobility. In 
fliort, our Kings Royal Majefty is always, like 
it fel£ conftant and the fame ; which having 
regard to the Virtue, Stock, Wealth, and 
Subftance of any Man, (whereby he may 
with his Counfel or Service prpfit the Com<« 
;jionwealth) may in every, j^ace freely (and 

without 
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without reftraiiit) give and beftow Dignities 
and Honours, fdmetimes chufing more Barons 
than one out of the fame Family ; (the Cuf- 
torn of the Succeflion of the former and itaore 
antient Baron being ftill kept intire, and not 
at all broken :) As Edward VI. wifely did ia 
the Family bf the Willoughbhs^ which Family 
(that for brevity-lake I fhould not reckon up 
more) befides the hioft antient Barony of tha 
fVilioaghhies of Eresbji, produced another Ba-^ 
rony etlfo of Parham^ 

Oirr Kings therefore we Acknowledge to 
be the Fountains of Pblitical Nobility; to 
whom we may gratefully refer all the D^rees 
of Honours and Dignities : and we have juft 
cauie to rejoice on the behalf of our Nobili- 
ty of Britain^ who ha^e always had Kings 
themfelves Authors, Patrons, Governours, 
and Defenders thereof; that when Lands, 
Fees, and Poffeflions fubject to Covenants or 
Agreements, are ftifi toft'd with the Storms 
of the Judicial Courts^ and of the Common 
Law^ it & only to the Kings themfelves 
beholden, and refteth upon Heroical Orders, 
and Inftitutk)ns proper ajBEd familiar to it 
jfelf* So that, 
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Per Titulos numerentur JEvi^ femferque renAta, 
NMitAtevirent^ <^ Prolem fata fe^uantur 
Continuum proprii fervantia Lege tenorem. 

And the Noblemen, for deciding of Suits 
concerning their Honours, and for giving to 
every Man that which of right belongeth to 
his Fame and Dignity, have their Tribunal, 
or proper Martial Court, which they are 
wont to call the Court of Chivalry: of 
which, when I fhall come to the Order of 
Knighthood, I fhall be a little more parti- 
cular. ;: 

m 

CHAP. VII. 

Of Tioblemen of the lejfer Sort. 

TH E leffer Noblemen are divided into 
three Sorts or Ranks, viz^. Knights, 
Efquires, and thofe we call only by the name 
of Gentlemen* ■ ^ 

Knights, callM by our EngUJb Lawyers M- 
liteSj are all one with the Saxon Cmte\ and figni- 
fy with us Perfoas bearing Arms, who for their 

Vertues 
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Vertues and fpecial mattial Prowefs are by 
the King, or one having the King's Autho- 
rity, fingled from the ordinary fort of Gen- 
tlemen, and raisM to a higher Step of Dig- 
nity. They ambngft all Nations took their 
Names from Horfes, becaufe in antient Times 
they fervM in the Wars on horfeback. The 
Romans callM them Equites. the Italians termed 
them Cofuallieriy the Frenth Chevaliers^ the 
Germans Reyters^ the Spaniards Gavallarosj the 
JVeleh Marchbgy &c. and all with rcfpeft to 
Riding. Cambden ' fays, They are calPc^ 
Knights only by the Engl^j a Word in the 
antient Englijby and German Tongue, fl^niify- 
ing promifcuoufly Servant, or one that does 
Service, and a Young-Man. Our commoa 
Lawyer BraSton mentions the Rad-Cnighies^ 
i. e. ferving Horfemen, who held Liands upon 
this Condition, That they Should furnifh 
their Lord with Horfes ; from whence, by 
Ihortning the Name, (the Englijb loving Coil- 
traftions ) Cambden was perfuaded, that 
Knights remain now in ufe with us. But 
for what reafon the Laws of our Country, 
and all the Writers fiace the Norman Cori^ 

»• • • • 

'. Camb. Brie f. 178. fol. Edit. ult. 

K J queft, 
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queft, Ihould term them in Latifsty Milnesy 
the fame ' Hiftorian did not w^U apprehendt 
Not but that h? kne^Y well enough, that in 
the Peclenfion of the Ram4n Empire, tjie 
Name of Milites was transferM to fuch, as 
were always attending ypon the King's Per- 
fon, and had the more confiderabl? Employ- 
ments in the King's Retinue, But according 
to the beft of his knowledge of the n^iatter, 
h.9, concludes, that the firft who were fo 
callM amongl^ us, were they who held bene* 
fipiary Lands, or in Fee, for their Service in 
the Wars* For thofe Fees were call'd Milita^ 
ry, and they who in other places are termed 
Feudatories, wer^ with us ftiled MiUtesy SoU 
dierSj (as the Milites ox Soldiers of |}ie King, 
of the Archbifhop of CMterbury^ of Earl Ke?- 
^?r, &c.) becaufe they had J^nds beftowM 
upon them by thefe Perfons, withj thisCon-^ 
coition, that they fhould fight for them a.nd pay 
them Fealty and Homage, Whereas others, 
who ferv'd m thp War^for fomuch in-Mony, 
were call'd Solidarii and Servientes^ How- 
ever thefe Milites or Equites (caU^ them which 
ypn will) are of foiic forts with us; vi 
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thofe of the Order of the Garter, (the mc^ 
honourable of all) the Bannerets, thofe of 
the Batby and fuch whom we call in Englijh 
](imply Knights, and in Ldfm Eqmes Aunti^ 
or MiUtesy without any addition. 

Knights of the Garter, Equites Garferiij or 
Peri/celidi^y Xby fait the moft^ honourable of 
all Orders) were firft created by King Ed^ 
ward IIL (the naoft Invincible King of '£;3g- 
Lmd 2tnd Frdhce^ a Prince. principally endowed 
with all manneirof f^iety, Magnanimity^ 
^nd Wifdom> in the 23d Year of his Reign, 
after he liad" obtained many notable Vidories 
over the French and Scots ;. who for furnifll^ 
ing of this Honourable Order, made a choice 
out of hiS" own Realm and all Chriftendom, 
of the beft and moft excellently renown'd 
Knights in Virtue and Honour ; bcftowing 
this Dignity upon them, and giving them a 
blue Garter (but commonly caird the Garter) 
decked with Gold, Pearl, and precious Stones, 
and a Buckle of Gold to wear daily upon the 
left Leg only^ a Kirtle, Crown, Cloke, Cha- 
peron, a Collar, and other ftately and mag- 
niEcent Apparel, exquidte and heroical, ,to 
wear at high Feafts, as to fo High and Prince- 
ly ao Order was meet. Of which, he and 

K 4 his 
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his SuccefTors, Kings of EngUni^ were or- 
dained Sovereigns, and. the reft Fellows and 
Brethren, to the. number of 26; who being 
folemniy fworn, and binding themfelves to- 
gether with a Bond of mutual and perpetual* 
Friendfhip, for the defence of the Honour 
and Dignity of their College and Fellowfhip, 
refufe not to undergo any Danger, no not 
Death it felf. And being once yearly attirM. 
in the Robes, and- Ornaments of their Order, 
meet together upon the ajd Day oiJAfrily 2. 
Day dedicated to St. George. This Hbnoura- 
ble Society being a College or Corporation, 
hath a comnion Seal belonging to it, and 
confifts not only of a. Sovereign Guardian, 
(which is the King of £i^^/4»^;^ who always> 
governs this Order by himfelf or. his Deputy,) 
and of 26 Companions, calPd Knights of the. 
Garter; but of 14 Secular Canons that be 
Priefts, or muft be within one Year after 
their Admiflion ; i j Vicars, Priefts alfo ; and : 
^6 poor Knights, who have no other Sufte- 
nance, or Means of livings than the Allow- 
ance of this Houfe, which is given them in 
refpeft of their daily Prayer to the Honour 
of God and St. George. There be alfo certain 
Officers belonging to this Order, viz,, the Pre-^ 

late 
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late of the Garter, (which Office is inherent ' 
to the Biftiop of Winchefier for the time be-'^ 
ing) the Chancellor of the Garter, the Re- 
gifter, (who is always Dean of Windfor) the 
Principal King at Arms, call'd Garter^ whofe 
chief bufioef&isto manage and marfhal their ^ 
Solemnities at their yearly Feafts and Inftalla^: t 
tions. Laftly, the Ufher of. the Garter^ who 
is alfo the Ufher of the Black Rod. /The 
Scite of this College is the Caftle of JVifidfir^: 
with the Chappel of St. GeorgCy ercfted by* 
that great King Edward III. as alfo the Chap«. 
ter-Houfe in the faid Caftle* This Order 
(according to Camhde») receivM great Orna- 
ment from £^»^4r^ IV; And Charles 1. as an 
Addition to their Splendor, order'd all the 
Companions of the Order to wear on the left 
fide of their upper Garment the Crofe.of' 
England y encircled with the Garter and MoD-l 
to, (Honi foit qui Maly fenfe, commonly thus 
interpreted. Evil to him that Evil thinketh ; 
or rather thus, To him he it'^ that Evil thin*' 
keth) from^ Whence round about are cafl: 
Beams of Silver, like the Rays of the Sun 
in full Luftre. This is what I have thought 
fufficient to infert, in this fmall Treatife, 
concerning the Knights of the moil Noble 

Order 



1 } 8 Of KoUemen of the leffer Sort. 

Order of the Garter. And for farther Satif^ 
faftion herein, I fhall ref?r the Reader to 
that large Trad written by Elias Jjhmole 
Giqt concerning this Order. 

.A Banneret, BAnnerettWy Miles VexilUriuSy 
is a Degree of Honour efteem'd the laft a* 
mongft the greateft, (I mean NobiUum Mdjo^ 
rum) or the firfl: with thofe of the fecond 
Rank. In Mr. Skemh opinion it is com* 
poun^pd of Banner and Rent. But ' Csmb^ 
dfM derives it. from the Germdn BaMner^Hejrs^ 
and cannot trace their Antiquity beyond the 
Times oi Edward 111. when England was at^ 
its height for mairtial Difcipline ; and faith^i'' 
That till Time iets this matter in a clearer 
light, he muft believe, that this Honourablev 
Title was then firft invented as a Reward t& 
warlike Courage. There have been three 
Forms of Creations, t;/^. Sometimes under 
the Royal Standard difplay'd ; the Perfon, 
hy having the lower end of his Penon cut off 
i^to a Square, (fuch as Bar<»is ufe) receiving 
this Honour. 2. Or by Patent, as f^iv^r^ III. 
created JViBiam de la Pole^ u$ Statum & Home^ 
rem teneret & continuerk Bmneretti^ to him 



'm^ 
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and his Heirs. 3. Or by Writ, as NichoUus. 
de Grey was declar'd by Writ of Edward II, 
to be de RtmHia Regis tanquam BMnerettus ; 

' thereby meaniog both Precedency and Salary 
accordingly. Sir TW/** ^»«A • iajth, thata^ 
Banneretis a Knight made in th^FieW, wittv 
the Ceremony of cutting off the Point o| 
his Standard, and making it as it were A 
Planner ; and accounted fo honourable, that 
^ey ai^e.aUowM to difplay ^heir Arms in th% 
Field, in the King's; Army, as the Barons dc^ 
Camhde»^s words are, * Banneretti a Baronibit^ 
fecu»di. erant^ ^ikuiS ipditum i^optett a Ve:fiUoi 
cft/uejfum ^nim erat illis MHitarU Virtutu erg^ 
fuadrato Vexilh (fermde m B^towes} u$iy und§' 
& Equites VexiU$rii 4 nonnuUis Utinh vocdvttdfi: 

That they be next to Barons in Dignity, ap% 
pears by the Sta^ i^R, 2. e»f, 1 1. and 5. K. 9w 
St/u. «. f*/. 4. .It may be conjeftur'd, th»t: 
they wer^ antiently call'd by Summons to 
the Court of Parliament. And in ij K. as. 
Sut.ii,. espt i« w« find that a Banneret, for^ 
praying a Pardon for a Murderer, is fubjeft- 
to aU one Pujpiihment wkh a Baron. Hw. 



* Lib. deRep. Angl. caf. 18. 

^ I Camb, fint. Lac 8^ (dit, /, 105, 
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fj VII. made divers Bannerets upon theOr- 
miflf Commotion, Jftm) 1495. 

Next come the Knights of the Bdthy Mili-^ 
its Bslffeij vel de Bdheo; who are zd Order 
of Knights made within the Lifts of the Bdt/Sf, 
and girded with a Sword in the Ceremony 
of their Creation- For the Antiquity and 
Ceremony whereof, vid. DugdaW s Defcrip-^ 
Horn of Worcefterfliire, foL 5ji, 5J2. They 
are fb caQM from bathing the night befi)re 
their Creation : they take place of Knights 
Batchelors, but come after Baronets. 

Now for thofe Knights /imply fo caH*d, 
without any other addition-: Ah Order, the 
loweft at this day, yet of greateft Antiquity 
and Honour in the firft Inftitution. The!: Ro^ 
MMSy and our Anceftors the old Gefm/ms' 
GonferM not this Order upon any under ^ix< 
teen Years of Age : And this Tacitus (de Afo. 
fibus Germdnorum) teacheth us. Now- feeing 
thefe Military Young-merf were cal?d by the 
old GermMs in their Language' /O^A/^ QAta 
armM with Spear and Lance, the EnGgn^ of 
their Knighthood) as- they are in ours ; 
Camhden is of opinion^ jhat the. Original both 
of the Name and Inftitution is to be derived 
from thence. In the time of the Saxons^ 

Knights 
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Knights were fometimes made by Bifho^^ 
Abbots^ and fometimes by Priefts ; the Man- 
ner whereof is in thefe words defcribM to us 
by I^ulfhus^ who liv*d in thofe days, whom 
Cdmhden ' quotes ; viz. Qui Militia legitime 
confeerandus ejfety veffere fracedentey ad Efijcth 
fum^ Ahbdtemy Monachumy vel Sacerdotem cfiff^ 
tritus de peccatis confejfiomm faceref^ & abfolutus 
crationibus deditus in Eeclefia perno0dret in craf" 
tinum Rem Sscram audituruSj GUdium fufer 
Altar e afferretj & foH Evangelium Sdcerdos be-- 
nediStum GUdium Militis coUa cum benediStiene 
imfonerety & communkatus facris Chrifii Myf^ 
teriis denuo legitimus Miles fermaneret. And 
thus the Noble Herewardusy who gave the 
PHormans fo ftrong a Diverfion, was knighted. 
*And even after the Norman Conqueft, in the 
Reign of William I. William Rufus his* Soa 
was not knighted, by his Father, but by Laa^ 
/riiwit Archbifhop of Canterbury j ^s" Mslmef- 

* Camb. Brit. Lat«£dit. 8^. p. 105. 

• Who writ the Hiftory of the Saxon Kings and Bijhops before 
the Conqueft and after it till his own time^ and was Chanter and 
Library-Keeper of the Church if^ Malmesbury, in Lat. Maldunenfe 
Coenobium i a Market and Burgh'Town in MsAmtsbuxy-Hundredy 
in the North-Weft of Wfltftiirc, fituaie on the Weftern Bank of the 

' Biiftt Avon, on the Confines of the County of Glocefter. This 
Town took its Name^ and ^fe from Maidulph, a Learned IriCh 
Scofi^ 

burienfis 
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burienfis and ' Matthew Pitis inform us. Buc 
this Cuftom (as hgutfhus faith) by degi^s 
grew obfolete> from the time that it was ridi- 
culed and exploded by the NormMs\ and a 
Synod was held at Weftminfier in i ibf, which 
decreed that Abbots fliould not create 
knights. At prefent (faith ' CAmbden) he 
who is is to be knighted, fiedcis genibus eduilo 
JfaUdio leniter in humero fircutitutj Pfinceffque 
his verbis gsiic} djfdtur^ Sots Chevdlier am nam 
de Dieuj i. e. Be thou a Knight in the name of 
God ; & etiawy Avmcbx, Chevalier^ i. a Rife 
up Sir Knight. Formerly Knights were made 
pnly out . of the Order of Soldiers, no other 
jProfeffion being taken in. The firft TradfcA 
loan or Citizen who was knighted amongft 
US| was Sir WiHiAm IVsUworth Lord Maybr o^ 
London^ who was knighted by King ilr« 

' A "Benedlffmi Monk hiUngtng to the Monafiery of St. Alban, 
Uving to the Tear 1259. and accounted one of the greatefi Men 
for Learning and Ingemtity in his time^ being a conjtderaile Hifto-^ 
rian. He caUs his Hiftory Hiftoria Msjotf ^ whkh he dhided into 
two Parts : the firft begins with the Worlds and reaches to WiU 
Jiam the Conqueror ; the fecond begins with' the Cohqueft^ 4nd is 
tarrfd on to 1250, which he aftenvdrds continued to i2^9, in 
which Tear he died* A Monk of the fame Monaftery continued 
this Hiftory to 1272, or 73 ; thatis, to the Death of K. fiehiy itl. 
Mat. Paris abridged his Hiftoria Major^ which Abridgment be 
€alVd his Hiftoria Minor} and writ fever al other tredtifis\ 

• 8° Edit, Britan. /. 105. 

dard 



Ch.7. Of NoUemen of the leffer Sort. 14} 

chard in. for his eminent Service in fup. 

preHing a Rebellion, by killing the Rebel 

IVafp Tyler in Smithfieli with his own hand^ 

'Twas fome time after before this Honour 

was confer^d on Serjeants at Law^ the firfl 

Inftance being in the 26th of Henry VIIL 

The Value of a Knight's Fee was about tho 

Conqueror's time no more than 1 00 s. fer m». 

but in the Reign of Henry IIL it Was raifed 

to 10 L fer Ann. and towards the latter end 

of Ills Reign to 1 5 /• Temf. Edward L it moun* 

ted to 20 L fer ann. Henry VIIL brought it 

to 40 /. /w Ann. Thofe who were poflefsi^i 

of Eftates to the Value above meAtiod'd^ bc« 

ii^ obliged to receive the Honour of Kn^ht- 

hoody or to fine upon Refufal ; fo that the 

Title was rather a burden than an Honour* 

SUm de Verhor. ftgnificAt. verh MfUtes^ fititti, 

that in the antietnt Laws o^ Scotland Fro> 

holders were called Militesy ^\\\c\x may feeiti 

to have been a Cuftom with us. Bra0on alia 

in divers places faith) that Knights mufl be 

in Juries ; which tiitn Freeholders do no^ 

fctve \ 
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But fince the Title, Dignity, and Privilege 
of a Knight arcfo great, I muft, before I 
leave it, fay fomething more of Knighthood. 
It is one of the higheft Degrees of Honour, 
and the Antiquity thereof is derivM from the 
iBrft Original of Martial Difcipline, being the 
firft Honour that was ever given to worthy 
Perfons ; not to fuch only as were courageous 
' and hardy, and had borne Office in the Fields 
^but to fuch as were found grave in Council, 
courageous in War, provident in Danger, and 
able by their Advice to direft or lead- an 
Army againft the moft perilous Enemv that 
fhoulcl offer to invade the State. Tompey the 
Great, after his many and wonderful Vifto- 
ries, having vanquifli'd and taken feveral 
. Kings Prifoners in Battel, and having been 
divers times General in the Field, triumphing 
moft like an Emperor, did nor think himfelf 
h^hly honoured, till fuch time as he had 
ireceivM the Honour of Knighthood ; and 
therefore when the Cenfors fat upon th6 Tri- 
bunaUSeat, he defirM it : Such was the Ac 
count of Knighthood in former times, that 
-Emperors, Kings, and great Princes- of the 
World took the fame as an Addition of Ho- 
nour. Arthur^ King of Great Brit my erefted 

his 
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His Round Tabid at Wmhefietj and to Honour 
his Champions and Captairis of his Hdft, dub- 
bed an hundred and forty df them, in one 
day; and under that Titte the Chfiftians 
warred againft the Infidels, fot^ Maintenance 
of the Gofpel. The Knights of Jerufalem were 
aifo honourM with that Title by Godfrey of 
Bulloigne^ and in litter times great Kings 
and Princes,;' to garnifli their Kingdoms; and 
to honour their Nobility, could not invent 
a higher or more excellent Degree of Hohpur 
than Knighthood : which had it not beeri 
more in eftimatiori and Worth than the reft,fure 
they would never have ddvis'd it, but found 
out fome' other : and hiA it bieeii inferior to 

in ' 

or lefs than any other, queftionlefs they would 
iiever have accepted it, in ranking themfelves 
in the fame Order, as many noble Kings did, 
viz. our Edward III. tvho* erected the mofl: 
atitient and honourable Order df the Garter j 
they of Ytance St. Mithael^ they of Burgundy 
the GoldeHFkece^ and they of ^avoy the An- 
mncUtion ; all with the Name find Title of 
Knights. No hohpiirable Perfbn vi^ill deny,' 
but that Knighthood hath great Excellency,' 
ahiongft all pther Titles of Honour ; for dther- 
;^f ife fb many great Princes woiild never haver 

L takeii 
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taken that Honour in their own Perfons, as 
an Augmentation of their Monarchical Ex- 
cellencies ; as witnefe Lewis XL who was 
knighted at his Coronation by Philip Duke 
of Burgundy ; who if made a Duke, Marquifs, 
&c. it would have detracted from him, all 
thefe Titles being in himfelf 

The Privileges of a Knight were many and 
great ; amongft whidi, if one under Age had 
been made a Knight,, he was thereby pre- 
fently freed from the Wardfliip of his Perfon,. 
in refpeft of his readinefe to perform Knights 
Service in his own Perfon, which before was 
to be done by his Guardian. Aod this Pri- 
vilege was denyM to all NobJemen ; for if 
any of them, being under Agp, had been 
made a Duke, Earl, Vifcount, or Baron, he 
was notwithftanding under Wardfliip ftill : 
alfo if a Villain had been made a Knight, he 
was immediately enfranchifed thereby. More- 
over, by the antient Laws of the Kingdom . 
if a Ribald, or one of bafe Birth, had ftruck 
a Knight, he fliould have loft his Hand : and 
the antient Laws had fuch regard to that 
Degree, that neither Knights nor their eldeft 
Sons were compellable to find Pledges in view 
qf Frank-pledges or Law-days. If an Aftion 

had 
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had been brought againft a Knight, not na- 
ming him Knight, the Adion abated, becaufe 
the word Knight was a Name of Dignity. 
If an Efquire had been made a Knight, he 
loft the Name of Efquire ; ^ but if a Knight 
had been made a Duke, Earl, or Baron, he 
ftill held and retained the Name and Title of 
Knight during his Life. 

It was alfo ordainM and enacted in the 
Statute made at Carlifle^ 1 5 Edward II. for ao 
knowledgnient of Fines to be levied of Lands 
between Party and Party, (a matter of great 
importance) that if the Parties appearM not in 
Court, then one of the Judges, with a Knight 
of the Shire, ftiould go to the Parties, and take 
their Acknowledgments, and certify the fame 
accordingly* • And by 24 Henry VIIL it is ge- 
nerally prohibited, that no Man under the De- 
gree of a Knight fliould wear a Collar of S S's. 

Baronets come next, who by having gran-^ 
ted them the Addition of Sir, to be fet before 
their Names, feem allied to Knighthood ; but 
this (faith Jjbwole^ in his Treatife of the Or^ 
Her of the Garter ' ) gives them not the Dig- 
nity of Knighthood ; nor can they properly 



* O^avi Edit, f, 7* 
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be ftilM Knights until they be dCtiially knigh- 
ted. It is a Dignity or Degree of Hottoifr that 
hath Precedence before Bannerets, " Knights 
of the Bathy and Knights Batchelors ; except 
only fuch Bannerets as are made fub Vexillh 
Regiis in aperto BeHo^ & ipfo Rege perfonaliter 
frafente. This Order was ereftcd by King 
James 1. ann. i6o(). with 2in habendum ftbi & 
h^redibtis mafculis : the ground for ereSting 
whereof, take in Sir Richard Baker^s own 
words • ; viz. In the Year 1609. the King 
having care for the Quietnefs of Ireland^ had 
granted to the City of Lo^^ti^* the 'prefent 
Poireflion and Plantation in the Province of 
Vlfter; whereupon afterwards in the Year 
1612. they fent thither about three hundred 
Perfons of all forts of HandycraftS-Men, chief- 
ly to inhabit the two Cities of Londonderry and 
Colerainy where they ordainM Alderman Coc-^ 
kain for the firft Governour. And for their 
advancing of this or the like Plantation in 
Irelandy King James about this time began a 
new Order of Knights, which are callM Baro- 
nets, becaufe they take place next to Barons 



' In his chronicle of Kifj%s of England, FoL /. 416. ninfh and 

Lift Edition. 

younger 
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younger Sons ; and he appointed certain Laws 
to make thofe capable that fhould be admit- 
ted : Firft, that they fhould maintain each 
of them the number of thirty Foot-Soldiers 
in JreUnd for three Years, after the rate of 
8 d. per diem (fo that their Foundation was 
partly martial) and to pay the Wages of one 
whole Year, upon the pafling of their Patent ; 
then, that they fhould be Gentlemen of Blood 
of three Defcents ; and laftly, fhould have 
Land of Inheritance in pofleffion, or imme^ 
diate ReverGon to the Value of 1000/. fer 
Mn. And to keep the Order from fwarming, 
he dinted it within the number of only two 
hundred, and as the IfTue fhould fail, the 
Order to ceafe. But he that will look how 
well the End of the Inftitution, apd the Laws 
of it, have been obfervM ; fhall perhaps find 
it to be here, as it was in the Order of St. Mi^ 
chael in Frapfce : into which at firft none were 
admitted but Princes and eminent Perfons^^ 
but afterwards all forts of Men without any 
difference were admitted ; that it came al- 
moft to be doubted, whether the Dignity of 
the Order did mote grace the Perfons, or the 
Meannefs of the Perfons difgrace the Order. 
And indeed^ when the laws of an Inftitution 

h I are 
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are not in fome meafure obferv'd, it ieems 
to make a kind of Nullity in the Collation* 
Thus far Sir Richard Baker. So that we may 
believe that where the word Baronets is men- 
tion'd in our old Statutes and antient Authors^ 
jt is miftakcn for Bannerets. 
j Efquires come next, Armigeri^ in French 
I Scutiferi\ who were originally fuch as at- 
! tending upon Knights in time of War, did 
carry their Shields : But this Addition hath 
not of long time had any relation to that Of- 
fice ; but fignifieth with us a Gentleman, or 
one that beareth Arms as a Teftimony of his 
Nobility or Gentility, and is a mere Title of 
. Dignity next to, and below a Knight. T^iey 
who by Right claim this Title now, are all 
the younger Sons of Noblemen, the four 
Efquires of the King's Body, the eldeft ^Ofls 
qf all Baronets, Knights of the B$thy and 
Knights Batchelprs ; thofe who ferve th9 
Jying in any worlhipful Calling, fuch s^ are 
created Efquires by the King with a Collar 
^ of S S's of Silver. The chief of fome antient 
: Families are likewife Eiquires by Prefcription, 
thofe that bear any fuperior Office in the 
Commonwealtji, ^ Juftice of Peace wlulft in 
Comnii0ioii> 9jvi yt(er ^rrifters. In Wd- 

fingham^i 



Ch./. Of Kohlemen of the leffer Sort, i y i 

fiffgham^s Hiftory of Richard II. we read of ^ 5 
one Johjf BUkey who being Juris Jpfrenticiusy / 
has the Addition oiScutifer given him. Camb^ ,/ 
den ' having fpoken of Knights, hath thefe 
words of them ; viz,. Armigeri nobis Efquires^ 
his proximi funt qui vel n Clyfeis Gentilinis^ qux 
in Nobilitatis Inftgnia gefianPy vel qui Princi^ 
fibus & Majoribus illisy Nobilibus ah armis erant 
Nomen traxerunt ; hodie vera quicunque in ali^ 
quo Reipublicdt loco confifiunty vel Principi ho-^ 
nefiicri Conditione famulantury hoc titulo quafifuo 
Jure utuntur. 

Hotman \ in the (ixth Chapter of his Dif^ 
putations upon the Feods, faith, that thofe 
whom the french call Efcuires^ were a Mili- 
tary kind of VaflTal, having Jus Scuti ; /. e. 
they bear a Shield, and in it the EnGgns of 
their Family, in token of their Gentility or 
Pignity. 

To thefe may fpecially be joinM, if not 
pr^r^d, fdch as proceed Dodors of Divinity, 



' Briu Lat. Edit. 8x/#. p. lo6* 

* Frauds, born at Baris,' Son of Peter Honoan, C0MnfM$r f» 
th$ Partidmmt of Paris^ was Jo famons a Lawyer, that bo htcamg 
Cu)avius'i Rival. Be wrote many Books, which were highly af» 
proved \ and at the $imi. tf St.J^f^lomw^s Maffacr$^ he being I 

aProteJIant, was forced to reiirt.to f^iiSL inQffonukj^ where h^ f 

4tied in if^^u aged di^M '• ' , 
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or of other Profeflions in the UniVerfitics, 
For Doftorfhip is a Title of Dignity more 
noble than they who are Gentlemen, but by 
their Stock only : to whom alfo, according 
to our Cuftom, fo much Preeminence is given 
in the King's Commiffions concerning the 
publick Affairs, as that they may well feem 
in Dignity to be compared with Knights. I^ 
the King's Houfe alfo the Apparitors, com- 
monly caird Serjeants at Arms, Heralds, 
and all ferving in the King's Court, whom for 
the Preeminence of their Offices we alfo call 
Serjeants, are made Efquires with Chains,*:^/*-;. 
with a Collar made of Silver and black 6'5 pi;t 
about their Necks by the Kings themfclves. 

Thofe whom the ^ench fimply call Gentilz^ 
kommesy and we- iri £;5f^//j5&* Gentlemen, are 
with us diftinguifliM into three ClafTes, viz.. 

1. He who deriveth his Stock with Arms 
from his Anceftors, . is by piood a Gentleman. 

2. He who beareth Arms only, altho he 
be not yet by Stock a Gentleman, fs never- 
thelefs call'd a Gentleman, aqd giveth Gen- 
tility to his Sons* 

. 3 . He who is of reputation only for his 
Learning, or for fome Office or I'unftion 
which he bearet^ is for himfelf pnljj in com- 



mon 
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mon Eftimation accounted a Gentleman, tho 
he ha4 a commojii F^rfon to his Father, an4 
leave his Sons common Perfqns alfo. 

Now, according to my Promife, I fliall 
give a more particular account of the Court 
of Chivalry, for the deciding of Suits con^ 
cerning Honours (as I faid onqe before) and 
for the preferving to every Man the Right 
and Privilege of his Fame and pigpity, Thp 
Natural or Tribunal Seat or Court for th? 
Nobility, is every where calPd Militaruy i. e, 
the Martial or Military Court, and common-s- 
ly caird the Court of Chivalry. The Judges 
are the Lord High Conftable of EngUnd^ an^J 
the Earl-Marfhal of England -^ which laft fits 
not here only as a Judge, but fees alfo Exe- 
cution done. The Form of this Court with 
us is this, viz. The appointed Place for the 
holding thereof, is the King's Hall ; wherein 
before fhe aforef^id Judges, the Plaintiff ci- 
ther in cafe of Dignity^ or Arms, or of any 
Other Suit of Controverfy concerning Nobi- 
lity and Honour, may fqe the Defendant* 
But for the Form wherein the Conftable of 
England us'd to call the Nobility 2ind Gentry 
to his Court or Judgment-Seat, I refer the 
Reader to larger Trads of this nature* 
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. have pafs'd overt . But;^ J^fl: J writing of fo 

; raaijy E>egree?/.of pur Npbl^men, and fo 

great things concerning Folitigal Nobility, 

ipight feem(w. leaving theni to fpeak for 

.^ tijemfelves) ^p. have a,fted: unadvifedly and 

^partially, I thought it good briefly and by 

■ the way to note thefe few things concerning 

Heralds. 

Herald, Heralt, or Harold, in Italian. He- 
raldoj in French Heraulty quafi H^res altfiSy and 
by ' Verfiegan d^rivM from two Dutch words, 
viz. Heery Exercitus^ and Hsalt^ F//^/7, Magna-- 
nimous ; as if he fhould be callM the Cham-p 
pipn of the Army. With ns it fignifies ah 
Officer at Arms, whofe buOnefs is to de- 
nounce War, proclaim Peace, or other wife 
be employM by the King in martial Meflages 
or other Bufinefs. Formerly Perfoosi digni- 



V • » .. 



' Richawl, a great Englifh Antiquary y and a celebrated Critick 
in the Saxon and Gothick Languages^ ivas born at St. Catharine's 
ppfir the fqwer (jf 'London, in the fixtetmh Centurym Althb his 
leather was but a Coofery he was extradied from an antient and 

-k^n^uraUe larnily in Guetderland. He had his Education at Ox- 
ford, which he l^t VHthmt 4 Degree^ upon thefeor^ of his being a 
Rotnan Catholtck, He^ quitted the Kingdom^ and^ fettled at hni- 
Verp in the SpaniQi.jSTetbeclands. Whin the Jefuits and Secular 
Priefts fell out in ^England, and drew their Pens upon each other^ 

*Vcrftegan -went itHo'the Jefuits Intereft. He died about 1625. 
His Works aroy Re^tutipn of decayed Intelligence in Antiaui^c^ 
concerriine the moft noble and rcnown'd Englifh Nation j The fim- 
4i'yfoccj^veIt.%aKi30V€rnnientsof Enj^iiff^ &c. ' • '" 



Ch.7* Of Noblemen of the leffer Sort. 1 5>' 
fyM in Church or State were chofen for Her 
raids, who were facred amongft all Nations.. 
They were calPd j^li/rally by the Grecians 
Kii?iK£s and Fracones dt Caduceafores by the 
Latins^ becaufe of the Rod or Cdducens they 
had, for a Token of their Employment. A- 
mongft the Pagans, they were confecrated 
to Mercury^ and reputed his Priefts : the Vic- 
tim's Tongue was' th6ir Feie. Thi Rowans^ 
caird them F^diaUs :' arid it was not lawful to 
make war, until fbur of them had demanded 
Satisfaftion for the Injury received, and de- 
claPd war upon the refufal ; throwing into 
the Enemies Country a tagg'd Spear dyed in 
Blood, and burnt at the end. ' Gonitis Mar- 
i:ellus * fkithy that they were 120, and that 
King Numa eftablifh'd a College of them 
under a Commander named Paper Patratus. 
Titus ^ Livy mentions the Ceremony usM at 
the Creation of that Commander: and of 
the Heralds he faith, that they touched their 
Head and Hair with Vervain ; with which 



■ An Eminent Grammarian and Peripatetkk Philofipher of Ty- 
bur ; hi wrote a Treatife -de Proprietate S^rmonUm, confifting of 
nine Chapter Sy and printed ^ Faru in 1614. with Mercier'f Notes 
upon it. 

• Lib. 3. cap. 12. 

•I-ib.K 
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they were alfo crowned, when they perform'd 
their Office, that they might be known. 
Servius adds, that they wore Linen Cloths. 
; Polydore Virgil thus defcribes ! them : Habent 
infufer AffAritores Mimjlros^ quos Herddos di-^ 
cunty quorum PrafeSius Armor um Rex vacatur ^ 
hi Belli & Pacis Nuncii Ducikus Comipibufque k 
Rege faifis Injignia dft/inty ac earum Funera cu* 
rdnt. Nay more, they are the Judges and 
Examiners of Geqtlemens Arms, marlhai all 
the Solemnities o£ the Coronations of Princes, 
manage Combats, and fuch-like. There is 
one and the fame ufe of them with us and 
the Frenchy whence we have their Name : 
and what their Office is with them, fee ' St.L«- 
fus *. There are thirty Heralds at Arms in 
Franccy wHereof the fifft is calPd King of 
Arms, under the Title of Montjcye St.DeitHis ; 
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' ' Of Urbin m Italy, Wd m the ffkehth and fixtee^h Ages r 
he pMiJh*d m 1499 a Piece de Inventoribus Rerum, /» eight 
Beekf. Going afterwards into Et^hnd, in order to receive the Peter- 
Pence^ he acanir^d the Princess Favoitr^ ,4nd was made ^rchdea-^ 
cin iff Wells. In 1 5 26, i^ printed at London his Treatife of Pro* 
digiesy and afterwards comfleated the EngUfh Hiftory in 26 Books^ 
which is not very exaSt. He died about 1555* 

• Lib. 19, 

' Biflmf of TroyeS' m Champaghe in France in the fifth Cen^ 
f tf ry, ti/Ao wr^f « de Sokmnitatibas, &c. Obiic July 2. 479. 

^ Lib. I. de Magift. Franc. Cap. Heraldi. 



the 



Ch.7* Of Nohlemen of the lefir Sort. 159 

the others have Titles taken from the diflFc- 
rent Provinces of the Kingdom^ &c. As 
for the Name of King given to the chief He- 
rald, it was common to other chief Officers ; 
as King of the Archers^ &c. But there is a 
particular Reafon for the Title of King at 
Arms, viz,. That on the Day. of his Inftitu* 
tion, they put a Crown upon his heacf, which 
he wore in many Ceremonies, where he repre- 
fented the King's Perfon : for which reafon, 
he was always a Knight. Amongft the Ro- 
mans^ he who prefided at Sacrifices and Ce-? 
remonies, was alfb ilamM King. Antiently 
there were only two Heralds in EngUndy one 
for the South par t^ c&WdCUreMieu^ ; and ths 
other, for the North,, call'd Norroy. There 
were alfo two for that part of Irdnce which 
was fubjed to EngUnJi^ yvL. Gayen inftituted 
by Edwardl. ^nd Jgmcourt by Henry V. in 
memory of the famous Vidory obtained there. 
There was another for Ir eland j calPd Ireland^ 
but by Edward VI. caird Vlfter. All which 
belonged to the King : Thofe which apper* 
tain'd to the Queen were call'd Heralds fira- 
ply^ who are now quite abolifh'd ; their 
whole number being reducM to three Kings, 
and fix Heralds or Dukes at Arms. R/- 

chard 
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ibdrd III. was the firft who fbrinM the He- 
l^lds into a CoU^e, and endowM them 
With Privileges ; and Edward VL declared 
them free from all Siibfidjr, Taxes, and other 
Offices. Philif and Mary gave them greater 
Privileges, confirming the fame by Letters 
Patents ; wherein the Titles and Order of 
the Heralds are thus publifh'd, vU. 

1 . Garter J Principal King at Arms. 

2. Clartncieuxj King . at Arms by Soutif 

Trent. 

• . • ■ ■ 

3. Norray^ King at Arms by North-Trent k, 

I. Giir/rr was inftkuted by Heiir; V. whole 
Office principally refpefted the Ceremonies 
and Solemnities relating to the irioft Nobl6 
Order of the Garter, the marlhalling the Fu- 
nerals of the Knights of the Garter, and of 
the greater Nobility ; as Princes, Dukes^ 
Marquifles, Earls, Vicounts, and Barons^ 
We read alfo in Plawdenh ' Reports, that Ed- 
ivard IV. granted the Office of King of He- 
ralds to one Garter^ cum feudis & proficuis ab 
antique^ * &c. 

2r ClarencieuXj Clarencius^ is next, inftituted 
by Edward IV. who attaining the Dukedom 
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oi Clarence by the Death of his Brother George^ 
whom he beheaded for afpiring to the Crown, 
made the Herald, which properly belonged 
to the Duke oi Clarence j a King at Arms; 
and call'd him CUrencius. His Office is to re- 
gulate all fuch folemn Funerals of the lefler 
Nobility, as happen on the South tide of 
Trent. 

J. Norrofj^ or l^orth-Rcyj is the third and 
laft ; whofe Office is the fame on the North 
fide of Trenty that Clarencieux hath on this 
fide : as may well appear by his Name, figni- 
fying the Northern King, or King of the 
North Parts. But his Original is uncertain. 

Befides thefe^ there be alfo fix others pro- 
perly caird Heralds, according to their Ori- 
ginal J being created to attend Dukes, &c. m 
martial Expeditions : vtju 

'J C Inftituted by the Sons of" 
ana > ^ jj^ 

li LAncAJter J J 

and ^ Inftittited by Heftfy III. 

4. Che fief ; 
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5. SomerfePy 5 By Henry VIIL 

and r 

6. R/V^w(?/r^;^WhofeOriginalisnot known. 

* 

Laftly, There be four others call'd Mar- 
fhals, or Purfuiyants at Arms, reckoned after 
a fort amongft the Number of Heralds ; and 
do commonly fucceed in the place of the He- 
ralds, when they die or be prefer'd : and 
are, viz. 

1. Blue^Mantle^ 

2. Rouge-Crofs^ 
J. Rouge^Dr0gotfj 
4* Portcullis. 

The Offices of all which Heralds and Pur- 
fuivants, befides their aflifting at great So* 
lemnities with the Kings at Arms, are to pro- 
claim War or Peace, carry Defiances, fum- 
mon Forts or Rebels, proclaim Traitors, and 
to ferve the Nobility and Gentry in point of 
Honour and Arms. In Scotland the chief He- 
rald is Lyon King at Arms, under whom are 
feveral other Heralds, M^ffengers, Purfui- 
vants, &c. The Fe^ciales amongii: the Romans 
were Priefts. 

Nam 
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Nam Numa Pompilius divini Cuhus Infiifu* 
tionem in oSto partes divifity & it a etiam Sacer^ 
datum o£lo Ordines confiituit^ &c. Sepfimam 
partem facra Canfiitutignes Collegio earum adje^ 
fit J qui Feciales vocantur. Erant autem ex op^ 
timis domibusj Viri eleifiy &c. quorum partes in 
00 verfaiantufy ut fidei publicd inter populos pns-^ 
ejfenty neque jufium aliquod Be/lum fore cenfe-^ 
batur^ nifi id per Feciales ejfet indiStum. Kings 
at Arms are mentionM in Stat. 1 3 8C14 Or. 2. 
tap. J 3. (Vid. CwelL) 

And thefe only are the King's Heralds 
with us, fo callM becaufe they receive Wages 
of th0 Kings, and with publick Service ferve 
all the Nobility of the Kingdom. 

However, Noblemen and Peers of this 
Land in antient time had their Heralds pecu* 
liar to themfelves : For Chefier the Herald, 
and Falco the Purfuivant, livM at the Com- 
mand of the Prince of Waks^ and fervM him. 
Humphry Duke ofGloceJter and Earl of Pembroke 
had the Herald Pembroke his houQiold Ser- 
vant. Richard alfo Duke of Glocefier having 
now obtained the Kingdom, would needs have 
his Herald <jf/^e/?fr to becall-d King at Arms 
for all Wales. Charles Branddoy Duke of Suf* 
fdky retalaM Suffolk HeraW, and Marleon the 

M 2r Pur- 
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Purfuivant, his Servants^ &c. Thefe I thought 
good, out of many others, to reheafe, who 
fervM Noblemen in their peculiar and do- 
meftical Services. But as the Condition of 
thq Servant is made better by the Dignity of 
his Lord and Mafter ; fo thefe forenam'd He- 
ralds liv'd not with like Authority or Privi- 
leges with the Kings. 

And thus I briefly touch all things, for the 
beautifying and fetting forth Political Nobi* 
lity. Now after all (with the Heralds, leave) 
let me join hereto apd infert fome few things 
concerning Arms, whereby Noblfemen are 
wont to be known from the Vulgar Sort^ and 
to be amongft themfelves by Families divi* 
dedj which formerly .were more fparingly 
beftowM than in this our Age, and only upon 
fuch as had by their good Services drferv'd 
them. 

But fuch kind of Arms feem not to have 
taken their beginning but of fuch military 
Rewards as were ufually given to well-de-; 
ierving Men, in the Raman Commonwealth : 
for the Romans always ftrove chiefiy to ob- 
tain Honour and Glory, for the npurilhing 
and maintaining whereof, they with Orna«. 
ments and Rewards laboured to excite Mens 

Minds 



Ch./. Of Kohlemen of the leffer Sort. 1 6j 

Minds to the Performance of noble ACtions 
both at home and abroad. In Wars flourifh'd 
Military Gifts, Trophies, Triumphal Arches, 
Letters Laureat, &c. In time of Peace at 
home were fhew'd Honourable Titles, Ima- 
ges, Statues, and fuch-like : Things indeed 
wifely atyfirft devis'd, which afterwards, to- 
gether with the Empire, fo increased, that 
how many and what manner of Crowns, 
Bracelets, Chain s and Crefts every Man had 
merited ; what forts of Trappings, Spears, 
Darts, or Belts, they bad obtained ; thefe 
th^y were wont in their Expeditions in the 
Wars* to be^r in their Targets and Bucklers, 
or fet upon their Helmets ; and again re* 
turning home, in time of Peace hung them 
up in their Houfes: and thofe Ornaments 
they by the name of Arms, by a long Or- 
der of Succeflion, delivered over to their 
Poffcerity. From whence thofe Arms of Fa-f 
milies, here and there difperfcdly us'd by the 
Nobility in divers Kingdoms, were of the 
Germa^ns calPd Weafen^ in our Language 
^rms, and in Latin Arma ; becaufe Enemies 
were with them repuls'd. 

Thefe things the anttent Roman Coins, and 
credible antient Roman Writers declare ; thQ 
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Ufe whereof fo at length prevailed in King^ 
doms, that as Names diftinguifliM Men from 
Men ; even fo Arms divided Nations from 
Nations, and Families from Families : firft 
granted by Kings themfelves, but afterwards 
by the Heralds, (Kings at Arms) by si Royal 
tranfmiffive Power, given to them, who eve- 
ry where fervid the Political Nobility ; to 
whom I willingly leave thefe things. And 
therefore the Name and Office df the He- 
ralds were every where liotible, and well 
becoming an honeft Man ; #ho ahtiently 
were call'd the Foftitters of Political Npbili- 
ty, the Arbiters of Equity, the Proteftorsof 
Verity, the Embaffadors of Princes, and the 
^Writers of Mens noble A£h. ' 

Having fhewn the Orders aAd t)egtiees of 
both our Sorts of Nobility, nam'd and un- 
namM ; I Ihall now prefent the Reader with 
a View of the Ranks they are amongft 
themfelves divided into, and what Honour 
they owe one another, by a certain Right of 
Prudence ; as will appear by the fbllowing 

Order, extraded out of a Curious MSB. 

* 

The 
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The King. 

The King's Son, ftiTd Prince of JVates. 

The King's Brother. 

The King's Uncle. 

The King^s Nephew^ 

The King's Brother's Sons. 

The King's Sifter's Sons. 

This is the Extent of the Blood Royal. 

ArchbiQiop of Canterhury. 
Lord Chancellor. 
Lord Keeper. 

[Both thefe being but one Office, as it 
js declar'd by Stat. 5 £//^. cap. 18. and 
there being but one Great Seal at this 
day, th^e cannot be both a Lord 
Chancellor and a Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal at one time. Co* Infi. 4. 

. ^4^.88.] 

Archbifliop of Tork. . 

Lord High Treafurer. 

Lord Prefident of th6 King's Council 

Lord Privy-Seal. 

Who fake place above all Dukes, except 
the Royal Family : t^u Pari, j i K 8. 
* M 4 Dukes 
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Dukes defcended of the Royal Blood* 

Dukes. 

Dukes eldeft Sons of the Royal J^loqcJ, 

Marquifles. 

Dukes eldeft Sons, 

Earls. 

MarquifTes eldeft Sonsj. . . 

Dukes younger Sons. 

Earls eldeft Sons of the Royal Blood. 

Vicounts. c. 

MarquifTes youi^ger Sons. 

Bifliop of London^ as BIfhop of the Capital 
City of EngUndy and Prov. Deqn.pf Q^nterK 

BiQiopoF Durhamy as Count Talatine, and 
Earl of Sedberg. " . ' ' : j . . 

Bifhop of Winchefier^ as formerly Earl of 
Southampton. 

All other Bifhops, according to th? Prio^ 
rity of Confecration; 

Earls eldeft Sons. 

Barons. : \ • 

Vicounts eldeft Sons, 

Earls younger Sons. 

Bs^rons eldeft Sojps. 

" ic'nights of the Garter, 2 Ae?wife^i°^ 
ICnights of the Privy Council,^ ni^d ^^' 

■ ' . -' Ch^n- 
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» . ^By an Ord^r of 

ChanceUorof the Garter,^ ' K.C'W«,: 

Mafter of the Court of Wards. 

<^iicellor. of the Exchequer, 
-idhancellor of" the Dutchy. 

Chief Juftice of the Commoii-Pleas. /\ ■'^Kf^fX 

Mafter of the Rolls. 

Chief Juftice of the Kin^'s-Beocb. ''^< hr»:( 

Chief Baron of the Exchequer. 

Judges of the Coife. 

Vicounts younger Sons,? By a Decree of 

Barons younger Sons, J K. James. 

Bannerets,}- Made by the King or Prince^ 

Baronets. 

Bannerets,>Made by the King-s Lieutenant. 

Knights that have been EmbafTadqrs, Pre* 
fidents, Deputy Vice-Adm^rals, ^e, 

Knights of the Bath. 

Knights Batchelors. 

Efquires of the Body. 

Eldeft Sons of Knights of the Garter. 

Eldeft Sons of Knights of the Privy Coun* 

cil. 

Eldeft Sons of BanO Made by the King pf 
nerets, J Prince. 

Eldeft Sons of BaroxKts, 

Eldeft 
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Eldefl: Sons of BanoeiKet^ made by the 
King's Lieutenanl:. 
Eldeft Sons of Knights &tchelors. 
Eiquires, ftceofding to their iibveral De- 



Gentlemeii, adCording to the Antiquity of 
their Families ; being no otherwi^ dignifyM. 

Thefe that (cXkWf take place above all 
of their own Di^ret ; viz, 

' Lord Great Chamberlain of EtigUni. 
Lord High Confhtble of t^Uni, 

■ Earl Marlha! of EngUnA. 
Lord High Admiral of Hughni, 
Lord Stewa)-d of the King's Houfe. 

Lord Chamberiain df^ „ „ , „„ 
the King's Houfc, J ^'*' ^''^'i ' ^' »• 

Thefe alfo were thus ^c*d in Proceffion to 
Parliament in 1640', stiid are as follow : 

viz, 

■ Clerks of the CotuielL 
Mafters of the Chancery. 

■ The King*s Puiflie Serjeant at Law. 
The King's Attorney, 

The King's Sollicitdr. 
The King's two^aatieat Serjeants at Law. 

Mailers 
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Matters of the Requefts. 
Barohs of the Exchequer; 
Juflices of the Commoa-Pieas. 

^ - • i. 

©^ Prmeps NigeVy FtUus Edvdrdi Tertii^ 
primus Dux AnglU^ ereatus Dux de Cormd. 

Reges enim NorrXif9(mci noluefuni tarn cit} 
ireure Duces^ ^uoHidm iffi Duces Hnium fuire. 

Robertus Vere frinius Marehh Ai^tii^ ^reatifii 
Marchio de DuWn per Ricirdup^ Secund (ut 
fufradixi in Marchione.) 

"Johannes Beauchdthfj Baro de fifdiermnpery 
ftu ereatus fer Ricirdum Secundum^ ffmusBarQ 
fer Fat. 

\ 

As I have (hewn the Order of Precedence 
of the Male Nobilitfy now for tiiat of Gitat 
Ladies and others. 

A Queen. 
A King's Mother. 
A iGng's Daughter un^rry'd; 
A King's Sifter. 
A King's Aunt. 
A Dutchefs. 
A Marchioneis. 

A Duke's Dai^bte^ unitHiity'd, ^ttbtatfi, 
vnder the Degr«& of a ;iSitoaf 
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A Countefii. 

A Marquife's eldeft Son's Wife. 

Marquiiffes Daughters unmarry'd, or mar- 
ryM under the Degree of a Baron. 

Dukes younger Sons Wives. ' 

VioounteSes. 

^arls eldeft Sons Wives. 

Paris Daughters unmarry'd, or marry'4 
mider» the Degree of a Baron. 

Marqui&sf. younger Sons Wives. 

B^roheSes. 

yicounts eldeft Sons Wives. 

Vicounts Daughters unmarpyM, or Hiap^t 
ryM under the Degree of a Baron^ 

£arls younger Sons Wives. 

Bs^rons eldeft. Sons Wives. 
, Barons Dayghters unmarr^M, or marry'd 
iinder the Degree of a Baron. 

Knight§ of the Garter^s Wives. 

Knights of the Privy Council's Wives. 

Vicounts younger SonsWiv^. 

Barons younger Sons Wives. 

Bannerets Wives, their Husbands bqin^ 
made by the King or Prince, 

Baronets Wives. 

. bannerets : Wives, their Husbands ^^PS 
fnade by thd l^i^g's Li^ut;eiu^ntf, 






Ch.7* Of Noblemen of the lejjer Sort, if^ 

Knights of the B^thh Wives; 

A Queen's chief Gentlewoman. 

Maids of Honour, 

Eiquires for the Body their Wives, 

Knights of the Garter's eideft Sons Wives* 

Knights of the Privy Council's eideft Soni 
Wives. 

Bannerets eideft Sons Wives, their Fathers 
made by the King or Prince. 

Baronets eideft Sons Wives. ' 

Bannerets eideft Sons Wives, their Fatherd 
made by the King's Lieutenant. 

Knights of the Bathh eideft Sons Wives. 

Knights eideft Sons Wives. 

Knights Daughters unmarried ; but if mar- 
ried under their Degree, then they are to 
take place according to the Degree of their 
Husbands. 

Efquires Wives according to their feveral 
Degrees. 

At a Chapter hdden by the pfficers of 
Arms at the Imbroiderers HdH in London^ 
4 Eliz. it was order'd, viz. 

That no Inheretrix, whether Maid or Wife, 
ihould bear, or caufe to be born^ any Creft 

or 
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or Cbgnizance of her Aoceftor^ otherwiie 
than iblloweth. 

If fhe be a Maid, then to bear in her Ring 
the Creft, Cognizance^ or firft Coat pf her 
Anoeftors in s( Lozenge. 
. If a Widow, to impale the firft Coat of 
her Husband with the firft Coat of her An- 
ceftors upon a Lozenge. 

If fhe marry one that is no Gentleman, 
then to be clearly exempt ^m the former 
Concludoiis. . 

fiof^ to place ^traitgers. 

If any foreign King or Prince fend to our 
Sovereign any Meflenger ; . 

If he be A Knight, receive him as a Baroo^ 

If he be apEfquire, receive him as a Knight. 

If he be a Gentleman, receive him as an 

Efquire. 

. If he be a Groom, receive him as a Yeomani 

Officer* ^fertming ^Q NtHemeUy Mcordwg to 

thik frveral Ikgrees, 

A Duke hath 
ATreafiirsr. 
A C^iamberlain. 

Four 
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Bour Gentlemen-Uihers. 

» 

A Steward. 

A Comptrplkr. 

A Mafter of his Horfe. 

Aa Harl hatb 

A Secretary. 

A Comptroller. 

A Steward. 

Two Gentlemen-Ufhers. 

A GentlsmaQ of t&e Horfe. 

A Biron Hath 

A Steward. . 

A Clerk of his Kitchen. 

A Yeoman of hb Horie. 

A Gentleman-UjQier, not uncovered whe« 
he goes abroad. 

A Yeoman-Ulher. 

A Groom of his Ctiamber. 

A Yeoman-Ulher of h^ Hall, and his 
Groom, and not Marlhs^. 

A Sewer armM. 

A Carver, but unarpi'd. 

A Footman. 

His Cup cover'd, but ngd ^fey t9k^n^ 

His Foot Carpet fingle. 
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HotP the Sward JbdB he borne before the ^ng and 

fever d of the Nobility. 

A King^s Sword ihall be borne before him 
in the middle of the Brea/l^ againft the Sword« 
bearer's Head. 

A Duke's Sword (hall be borne againft the 
right Shoulder^ /. e. betwixt the Neck and the 
Shoulder-bone. 

An EarPs Sword (ball be borne betwixt the 
Shoulder-bone and the Elbow. 

A Baron's Swdrd ihall be borne^ bowing 
#f the Elbow againfi: the Joint« 

A Bilhop of Rome la. his Solemnity. 
An Emperor in his Majeifty. 
A King in his Royalty. 
A Duke in his Eftate. 

A Duke's eldeft Son and Heir, de(cended 
of the Royal Blood, Ihall have place before a 
Marquifs; if not of the Royal Blood, then 
he Ihall have place above and before aft EarL 

An EarPs eldeft Son, defeended of the Royal 
Blood, Ihall go before a Vifcount ; if not of 
the Royal Bldod, {haQ then precede a Baron* 

* Thf 
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Th9 Numker of Mcurmrs dccwMng ia pbe Di^m 

of the Deftif0. 

An Emperor -»— ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■■■. t . . »■ .^ 17 

A King ■ ' '■' , • * ■ ■» I J 

A Queen or Prince — — -— 1 1 

ADake •»-— — -- — '— - ^ ■ ij 

AMarquifs ^ »- ■■ -^ . > -r— .^ it 

An Earl ■ " » ■ « ■ " ■■ ' ■ " '■ ' ^""^ 9 

A Baron — — ■■■■ ■> ■' »' ■ > ■ ^-r- 7 

A Knight ^ " ' >'» " ■ ■ ■■■ ^.^ — 5 

AnEiiqfuire *-~* -•'^ •— ^ -^ | 

A Gentfcman ^ ■ ■ * ■ > ^. p ^ •'~— t 



* 



How many ChafUins the Nohilhj im their feverd 

Degrees may keef. 

Every Archbiihop and Duke — 6 

Every Marquifs and Earl — — ^ 

Every Vifcount and other Bifhop — 4 
The Chancellor of England^ every Ba-) 

ron, and Knight of .the Garter j ^ 

Every Dutchefs, Marchionefs, Couniels,? 

and Baronefs, being Widows — —J * 

N The 
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/^Aduceatores and Caduceus. 157 

^^ Cxfar, a Title. 77, 78, 79, 107, 109 

Cam. 52 

Caius Sulpicius Galba. 29 

Caligula.' zr 

Cambden. 
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Cambden. 110,113,133,137,139,140,4* 

Capitaneus, who^ 86 

Carinthia Dutchy. 125 

Carle, Ceorle, Chorle, Churle. 127,128 

Carlifle, • Statute of. jaj 

Carthularii. 80 

Caftra Principalia* 38 

Catapani. 80 

Cecrops L Greek King. iz 
His Government^ and dajfmg his SuhjeSts into four forts^ 

Cecrops II. his Government^ and colleSting hisSuhjeSts inta 

twelve Cities* l4 

Cecropia City* ^^' ^^ 

Celeres, who* 67,65 

Ceres. 64 

Ceurvorft, German. 9 j 

Chancellor of the Garter i 1 37 

Changes in Mens Honours and Efiates by War. 7 

Chaplains^ the Number aUmfd the Nobility and Bijhops 

according to their Degrees* 17^ 

Charles the Greats 84, 9I1 

The Gpfs. 8$ 

The Fourth. 9J 

The Fifth .^ created Dules. 124 

Son of Ltjwis VIII. of France; 70 

Charles L of England, his Addititms io the Khigkts of the 

Garter^ 137 

Ghai'ter, old one for creating an EarU 112 

Chefter. 108 

Its Herald. I6t 

CiceroV Opinion of Nobility. i 

Made the EqUites a diflin£l Orden 2% 

The Etymon of his Name» 45 

Clarencieux King at Arms. J59-— l6i 

Claudia Gens. 47 

Claudius, Emperor^ chofe new Patricii. 39 

CUentes, Roman, who. 2z 

Clyto and Oytones^ whoi 88, I02,I07> I08 

Cneiiis Flavius; 27 

Cnite. 1 32 

Collar (/55*/i 14^ 

H4 GoUcg'o 
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Comeltabnis. 
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Comites ArchUtii. 






90 


OflhiKiiig, &c. 
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Militum. 






91 


Orientis. 






ibid. 


Sacri PaUlii. 






90 


Stabuti. 






ibid. 


Comitii Curtata, 
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Conftantire the Great, 






M,Ue Dukes. 
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ruin'd it. 80t8s 

Coitfuls in OatUnain't timt^ Bcc. what, 85* lU 

Conrulares. 80 

Con fas, vhat. 7D 

Con lollaul us and Contofiabole Titles. 79 

Cornwal. 180, &c 

Coneflores, whtit. 80 

Corruption of Bleed, vbat meant liyit i» Lam. 54 
Countries and Tmns a^ign'd to Duht, EarU and Captaiiu. 

Counts of divers ikidt, 90,9I,5>4 

Counts, Saxon. lOIjKa 

Diftitiguifi/d by Counties in William Vs time. 103 

Court of Chivalry. I32, 15J 

Judges and Placi ^ iu ib. & 154 

'Ouulli} what. 39 

Curiae. 21 

Curia Militaris. 153 

Caroms of Natims. I23 

C/conians. 18 

a 

T\Aughter5 fomttimts inherit t>igiiirtts. izjj IHJ^IJO 

^^ Dvf'iii, King, why enniMtd, t^ 

Daaphins if France. iqp 

Dec aria. 
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Decaria. 3^ 

Dcmocvicy y fwo farts at Mhtns. 28 

Demoftheaes. 5z 

Defiderios King of Lombardy. 84, 91 

De(ix>tes, who. 77»78i79itoji 

Diaator, bow he chofe his Magifter Eqnituiih 70 

D^nities of the old Empire choffg'd^ sma made Hereditary. 

Defcend fometimes to Daughter s% ia4i 1 3 X 

Military and Mafadine to MaleSm 12$ 

Dionyfias HalicamaiTeas. 39 

Doftors of Divinity^ or inher Frof^iens im Vniverfi$in^ 

their Dignity. 152 

Doge, what. $4 

DominaSb zi8 

Domitiaih 66 

Drungarias, a Title. 99 

Dablin, Afarquifs of. Itt 

Dacati]^ what. 9g 

Dugdale. 140 

Dake, the firfk of the Norman Race. \V^\ xx 

Dukes, Englifb. 109 

Dakes i»/ Gornwal ib; 

Dakes, Earls^ and Barons arofefrem the Roman Confutfi^ 

but were not of the fame fort as new. <!S 

Dukes created in the Empire^ and had Counties and Pets 

affignd them. 81 

Governors of Cities caffd by that Name. 82 

Had Dukedoms. 86|94 

Dakes had Earls to attend them. 96 

Dukes, Hereditary J when made here \ no^i fitch new. 1 zp, 

Dukes, Saxon here^ what. lOj, 102 

How they differed from Confuls. loz 

Dux, whoy and hie Enfigns. 79, r 

Pynafta. i 
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17 Arls of differs hnds. 90, 94 

*^ The ant lent fort. X 1 2 

Of more Authority than AUnquffe^ or Dnttes. 1 1 x 

Way of creating them now* x 13 

Earl- 
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Earl-Marfhal of England. 15J, ijfj 

Edlingi w Ethelings. 88, 102, 107 

Edward the Confejfor. loi, I03^ 129 

Edward L 104 

Edward II. 108, 1 JQj 147 

Edward III. ^ his Soft. ib. iio> 129, i 35, X37i 1389 14% 
Edward IV. 137 

Edward VI, 131,160 

Edward, &?« f^ Henry III. 108 

Edward Earl of Samm. 122 

•Egemon, a Title. 70 

Eleftors, German, iphen appointtdj fheir Rife^ and hei^ 
they became Hereditary. 93^94 

Empire, Eafiern^ its Honours and Dignities differed from 
thofe of the Weft. 77 

How both fell. 8o> 82^ 93 

Endromides. 39 

EngliOi Orders of Peopli4 99 

Eorls. 1029 109)111 

Eparchus, a Title. 78 

Eques. • 30 

Eqaeftrian Order. 25 

Equites, Roman, when inJUtutedi and what. 259 29> 30, 

41,96 
Ericus Duh of Garinthia; 123 

Efcuires. lyi 

Efquire. 97^150 

Who intitled to that Namti and their Badges. 151 
Efiex, Earldom. 112 

•fiflw. 49 

Eugenes and Eugenia, vshat. 43, 56, 57 

•Ewftflf/o/. 57 

Exarchs. 86,81,12 

ty/Eciales. *57>i58 

*• Families, the Origin of their Divifiom 7 

Cover rid by their Heaasi p 

Among the Romans they were derived from the Grand* 

father. 49 

fathers of Rmilits but the Difpofal of Honour according 

to Mtrit^ 7 

Father! 
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fathers or Senators rf Rome, thiir Dignity dnd Priin^ 

leges. I20 

Fee, holdings its Origin^ &f 

Vees^ Military. 134 

Royal. i2S 

LFeneftella, his Charalter^ 68 

Feudatories, what. - 134 

Firft-born had the Preheminence of Nobility. 6 

And if Government. 8 

Flaviiis Yegetius of Conftantinople, 69 

YMvit fiounty. icsS 
Frec-Hcrem 115; 116, 117 
tK^'M^n born^ his Privilegel 32)45,50 
Free-Men, fn)eral forts^ and made divers ways. 44, 4% 

French Roman Empire. 84,85^ 

Funerals 0/ Romans (/ iNTer^f* .\ 34 

•/^AlliaOfalpina; 8j; 

^^ Garments of the Commonalty of Kome^ ig 

Garter King at Arms. 13^ 

His Office. 160 

'Knights. 100 

Gauired de Magna Villa, JSarl of Effex. . 120 

Generofus. 

Genitas. , 48 

Genst Oentes, Gentile, Gentiles, and Gentilis, what. 43^' 



? 



Gens and Genus differ. 49 

Gentes majores & minores, who. 47 

Gentility, what. 50 

Differed from Freedom of Birth and Nobility. ib. 

Gentlemen, Englifli ei;^^ French, three forts jwh^. sISjiSZ 

Of Rome, their Badge. 31 

Cheating or refioring them^ the Princess Prerogative, ^z 

The Efiate required for one^ and if that was lofij their 

Dignity fell. 4i>42i 

Defcription of them. 43 

Of Venice. 46 

Geoi^e Duke of Clarence. 122 

German Roman Empire. 8$ 

Gideon, 
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Gilean, why tmMeJL (^ 

Godfrey ef BuDoign. i^ 

G#Icl Rings the Badge cf Roman Nckilitg^ Amkffadm 

and Gentlemen. 26^ 28 

On what account confer* d. 31 

Xjoliah. 6$ 

Goodnefi a Caufe of Nobility* 6} 

Goths 49fi/VandaU» Si 

Government, its Rife*, 7 

Governors chofen fy Molet not fy Birih^ htt ifWifdom 

and Experience. II 

Vnder R<>man Kings and Emperor Sy now become Hero- 

ditary Poffeffors. 7} 

Gown embrouU/d w^hJPnrpUf by vAom worn otT^MDCi 

Gracchus'/ Law about the Eqnites. 25 

Great Eftates, Englifb, who. gg 

Greeks, their firjt NoUes^ Commonwealths ^ Kings^ imd 
Tribes or Qaffes. I^*S' 

Gregory V. P^. ^ 99 

Gtticciardui, Francis and Lewis, their iCharaShn 81 
Ooftaldi. 80^91 

Giiyen, Herald. 159 

AM. 6z 

Henry L iM 

Henry IIL 104, 108 

HeniyVI. iiSi^SO 

Cciaud Barons by Charter. 121 

Henry VII^ , 140 

Henry VIII. 122,147 

Heralds. 152 

Etymon if the Nkme^ their Office herts 1 56, 1 5 8 

What antiently amof^ the Romans, &c. ib. 157, 159 

Their prefent State and Privileges in England^ ib. & 160 

TJifxr jmd the Purfnivants Offices* J6, 16I5 162 

Their Chara&er antiently^ 166 

The King's Heralds and Noblemensd I63 

Heralds in France. 158, 159 

i^retoches, and their Princes. loi 

Herewardus. 141 

Herodotus. S9 

Hexarchus. 
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A» A^phaftetieallbdttK: 

Hexarchas. 182 

Hippada teloiAites at Athea^ who. 19 

Honour, its Temple. % 

Horace^ &c. of Seminal Virtue. JO,Si 

A good hfiruHum. %i, 

Horatius Cocles, why enmUed. 6f 

Hottman, his Charatter. 15Z 

I. 

'AmesL King. 14S 

Japhet 6a 

fephtna, why ennohled. 65 

[ediro» 

[ewiih State, what. 8 

gnoble, who. 96 

IHaftres Roman!, who. 24 
Images or Statues^ the Right of Ustif what. 3 J*— — 3<5 

Imaginarii, who. 72 

Infiint^s^ Spain« 109 

Ingenui, who. 44 

Ingenuity, whatl So 
Ineulphusi, ufjy iaz 

Inlubres. S4 

Inveftiture, what. . S4 

iohn the Scot, Earl of Ghefier. 2g8 

ofhna, why ennobled, 6% 

reland Herald* . 159 

Irene. 78 

Ifidore, 4^942 

Judges, feventy^ appointed h Mofes, what. 1 1 

Roman, how d^inguifif*a. ji 

How ennohled. 0j^ 
Julius Gaefar, what he meant by plucking off his Ring, ^t 

Promoted by Courage. ^ 

Jipiter. 64 

Jus Annulorum. 30 

Quiritum. 3^j 

Scuti. X51 

Jafiice, a Caufe of Nobility* 6^ 

Jtiftin. 11,80 

Jtnrenal, of the Origin of the Romany 21 
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K. 

■^^ King of England, Us Pawtr. I0<, 106, 107 

His Prerogative in conferring Hornmrs. ia 130, 13 1 
King at Armsj and of the jirghers in France. 158, i^g 
King of the Romans. 78 

Knechts. 146 

Knighthood, its Dignity^ Antiquity^ and Privileges. 144 

147 
Knights Bannerets. 138, &c. 

Of the Bath. 140 

Of the Garter. I09 

Created by Edward III. th$ir Badges^ &C. their Number 

and Oncers. 135, 136, I37 

Poor Kritghts of Windfor. 136 

Knights. 97, 109, 13% 

So caWd from warring on horfebach 133 

EngMJh J four forts. 13S 

Him made by the Saxons, J41 

Knights fimple^ the way of making them ^ formerly aU Sol* 

diers. 140 - 143 

Sir William Walworth the firfi Tradefman knighted in 

England. 14Z 

Knights Fff, the Value of it in feveral jlges. 143 

Knights of Annunciation. 14$ 

Of the Golden Reece. ilx 

Of Jerufalem. 145 

Of St. Michael. ib. & 149 



LAivdj its Etymon. ' .. 117 

Lancafl[er Herald. 161 

Lands, how divided by the old Romans. 22 

Lanfrank, Archbipjop. 141 

JLatins became fubjelt to the Greeks. 77 

Law, Saxony about Dignities^ what* 126 

Legati. ^5 

Lpoline Prince of Wales. . iQo 

Leudes or LeudL 1 17 

Lewis, Emperor. i^ 

Lewis XI. of Franc«i 146 

Lex 
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Lex Falvia about Rings. iP 

Ubertini, who. 44 
livius, Hifiorian^ an Account of him and his Worh. 27, 

157 

Logariaftes. 79 

Logotheta. ib« 
Lombards. 81, 83 

Made Duhsj and befiege Rome. ib. 

Lombard/. ib. 

London and London-Derrjr. x^ 

Longinus. pi 

.Lord, its Etymon. 1 16 

Lupus (St.) his CharaSter. 158 

Lycia, Nobility derived there from Mothers. $9 

Lyon King at Arms in Scotland. 162 

M. 
ly^Agiftrates, Roman, their Ornaments^ and how their 

T"- Nobility defcended. 35 

Magiftri Equitum, what. 08 

• Their Power. 70 

Malmesbury the Hifiorian^ hisChara^er^ 141 

Man, why one better than another* 6t 

Aiarcha and Marcomanni. 90 
JMarchiarum Comites, Marchiones, or Marquifles. 85;, 

The firft here made by Richard II. in 

(See more 129, 130.) 

Marchog. jjj 

Margaret Count efs of Sarum tejiord. I22 

Matt. Paris, his CharaEter. 142 
Maud, Emprefs^ her Charter for creating an_ EarK iiz 

Megaaux, aTttle. 79 

iMyiti ^^ATtfyoi. ' . 83 

Mercator. 127 

Michael Taronitns. 78 

Milan, when made a Dutchy. X24 

Miles Balnei, or de Balneo.- 140 

Romanus. 3lp 

Vexillarius. 1 38 

Military Knowledge, a Caufe of Nobility^ 63 



Mlites, Englift- ' ^i^^rrrTTZl^hHi 
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Minifters, Saxon, wba, MA 

Mirror of Juftices. jod 

Mlfnia Mar^ifatt. 124 

Miffi, what. 85 

Monarchs xo^^ Nobles Herediiory. 4^ 12 

Monarchies ereEled on the Fall of the Empire. ^ 

Mofes, the Government framed by him. 9, 10^ 1 1 

Mothers reckoned more noble than Fathers. 59 

Motto of the Garter. 1 37 
Mourners, the Number allaw*d accordiktg to tb$ Degree ef 

the Defun^. 177 

N. 
^i^Ames, their Difference and Vfe among the Roxnaai 

Narfes. 80^81 

Nero. 2 

Nenra. 06 

Nicholaus de Grey, . 159 

Mimrod. $ 

Noah. 62 
Nobile and Nobilis, vAence deritfd^ sfply*d Imh te Geed 

and I If. t 

Nobilis, what it fignifies. . jo, 98 

Nobility, ef three forts. 2 

Glejtial. ib.&5 

Thilofophical. ib. 

Political. ib. &. 3, 4 

Merely accidental. 54 

How difiinguifl/d from the other fort. 75 

New begun in Cbarlemain'/ time. wj 

IVbv tfteem*d. 96 
Nobility antiently of two forts j Theological ofid Meral. 4 

Nobility, Authors differ about it. 42 

AriftotleV Opinion of it. 4)9 ff 

GceroV. 2 

Its general Definition. ^ 4 

Hereditary^ whence. ifc^ 
Nobility, Native and Dative. 4) 5i ' 2, 55, 561 

Dative the beft. J 

Its Rife. 6r,62,d3 

Caufes and hfiances of it. 64, 65, 66^ 

KobiUty^ 
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KoMUtiri violent. 5 

Of the firft jige. • ib. 

* Made by Foreigner s^ not valued at home. ib, 

Nobilitjr of the firjt Greeks. 1 2, 19,'20 

Of Athens, how acquird. 18 

O/rA^ Romans. 3,21 

Hoip made. . 26 

uintpent and new* 36 

Of whom composed. .41 

Nobilijty, MUlakes abotU it. ^O^^T^ 

Defcends not from the Seed of Parents. • 5^ 

Tet there's mofk grotmd to hope for it from the Children- 
of Nobles. 55 

Uow lofl. 54 

Derivd from Mother as weU as Father. 5 7 '60 

Nobility, Kindred and Stocky informer Ages grew fa^otu 
only by f^rtue^ without which *tis a vain Boaft^r. 75 

' The modern not like that of the antient Ron^ans. 75 
TToe Ch/ef of 'em derivd from the Camp /».Charle* 

'^ - iK\^v[Cs time* '\:\\l ^7 

• Its prifent Seminaries. 96 
Nobility, Nominate and Innominate^ Majores & Minores, 

- 97,98 

Nobility, Engli&, from whence th^y derive their Degrees.. 

104,110 

Their Children ennobled. "55 

Why their eldefi Sons are fometimes caltd by Writ to 

the Houfe of Lords. '- - lip 

Nobility, how reflor'd when left. • I2i^ 

Of the lejfer fort. , . . 132 

Nobility, their Ranks and Precedemy. l6j' 170 

. The Ranks of their Sons. 176 

• That of their Ladies. ^72> 175 
^ j4rms of their Daughters and Widows. r^Jh 174 

Nonius Marcellus, his Character. 157 

Norroy King at Arms. 1 59, i6o, 161 

Noma Pompilius, his noble Saying. 68 

• Bftablijhes a College of Faeciales. I57>.i63 

O. 

Ochlocracy at Athens, what. 19 

Oftavianas Auguftas. ; 66 

O Offices 
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Officers beUmging to Noblemen according to their fever A 

Degrees. 174, 175 

Offices, honour abUy the Names of thenu J9 

Offices 9 their antient Names ^ now tbofe of snere Dsgm^ 

Optimates, who. 36 

OtdetSy Kom^tiy greater and tefs. 24 
Ordinarii Romani, whatj and how otherwife cdB^d* 71 

Ordo Equeftris. 24,2$ 

Otto the Great. SiySfi 

The Ihird. 9J 

0?id for Nobility by the Mother. 60 

P. 

pAlatines. Z02 

^ Panathenaw, what. 16 

Panhyper febaftus. 78, 99 

Pannonfa. ^ ^ pi 

Pares Homines, Parhoniines, ^/;^ Parhuominu 1x5 
Pater Patratus. and the Ceremonies ufed at bis CreaU^h 

m 

Patres Confcripti & minorum Gentiam. 23 

Patriarchs goverrfd their own Tribes tii Mofes* -fl 

Fatricii, Roman, what. 2I9 24, 37 

Tueir Badges. ibt&38 

Tl^f ir Privileges. 39 

Differ in Dignity from the Senators. 39 

Sometimes turn Common&s. 4Pi S4 

Di/Tir /r^/w rAtf Modem. 76 

Engllfh, wW. zoa 

Patrons, Roman, what. zz 

Peers, Englifli. 99 

PentacoHo Medimnoi at Athens, who. j8 

Pericles alters the Government of Athens. 29 

Perfius King of Macedon. 41 

PhiMp Duke of Eargimdy. 14& 

Philip and Mary. Z<Jo 

^£«7flitf* 49 

Piebeii, Roman, what^ iz 

Part of the Senate. tj 

' Plinx 



PBny Caias Secnndas, the Eldtr^ and Pliny C. Ciecilias 

fecundus. 2tf 

Plutarch, hu Chat-aiier. 5S» 

Polydore VirgU. iij 

Hi) CharaBer. 15S 

Pompey the Great. 144 

Pomponius Ljetus, bu CharaEier, is) 

Porta I'rineipalis. ^ 

PrjEcones. * 157 

Prasfefti Prarorio, 70)7t 

Prxfcai Urbis. 71 

Prxftdes. 80 

Prxtezta, jf^jS 

PteUtc ff^ theC^rter, 137 

Plrimafi. 77 

Primanguftos. 79 

Primicerios. 79 

Prince w Englantl, ipA^r. 107 
Prince, cAt TTr/e w fame places H^erior i« that of Eart 

and Duh. 89 

Princes ai7d Daies, their Origin. 71 

Princes, Dative, formerly Nd^es ef Of ce, , H 

ftincipcs in Charlemiin'j timtj what. ' o7 

Principcs Senatus, wio. 88 

Probns, Emperor. llfS 

Proto Coniites, o 
Proto-Sebaltus. .78 

Proto-Scator, 79 

Prytaneum. 16 
Pnblins Papinius Stat, /w ^ehUity ty the Mother, and hit 

CharaEter. 60 

Porfuivants at Armi. i6z 

■^ 

QUeen'j Heralds now ahoUjf/d. 159 

. Qnirites. i 

And their Jas, what, 33 

R. 

|J Ad-Cnights, n-i^. , , . 13 j 

'^ Ravenna, the Seat of n&rErarch, ' 82 

Jakcn hy the hombirds, "' 8} 

. 3 Resiftet 
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Rtgli^tt of the Goner. .. 137 

Reguli, who. 117 

ReOgion, ty whom firfi brought into Athens. 14 

Renatas de Clara. 59 

Rennatus Ghopinus, his CbaroEler^ 1 25 

Richard IL 130 

Richard IIL 160 

Richmond Herald. i6z 

Rings of Gold and Iron^ their Vfe among the Ron^ansi, 

26,27,28 

Refiraind. 29^ 30 

On whom confer* d» 3 1 

Robert Verc Earl of Oxford. i H 

Roman Bijhops^ the Rife of their Power. 8z 

Ruined the Empire. 93 

Roman Kings^ Emperors^ Di£tatorSy Confuls^ aB Military 
Men. jz 

Roman Dignities and Titles^ how altered. 76, 77 

Roman Nobility ^ what. 3, 21 

'B<ovciZXiS forbid allbafe andlaboriom Bufinefs^ or dijhonejt 
Gain. 37 

Rome, how it came to deMf^ 76 

Often fa€k'd. 82 

Romulos, his Policy ta pscpU Rome ^ be divides the Peo- 
ple into Tribes^ forms a Senate. 21,22 

Makes two Orders of People. 36 

His Laws 37i39j4i>44 

Rougc-Crofs Purfuwant at Arms. 162 

Roage-Drr ;on Purfuivant at Arms. ib. 

Rubellios I oncos chofe becaufe of his Mother* s Nobility. 

59 

C Abines united with the Romans, 93 

^ Sagi, what. 39 

Salick Law. iz% 

Sallutt, his Char after. 69 

Saul (JCing) why ennobled. 6$ 

Saxon Dukes J their right Line extinSl. 124 

Saxon Nobles^ none of the Race here. 105 

Scipio Africanus 4;7/Afiaticus, why ennobled. 65 

Scucifcri. 150 

Sebaf- 
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Sebaftocrator and Sebafton. 77, 78, 79 

Selden. 30, 148 

Sella Carulis. 35,36 

Sem. 6z 

Scptcmviri of Germany. , pj. 

Seaate, Roman, what its Etymology and Number. 23 

How composed. 24 

Senatorian Order. 25 

Haw chqfen. 40 

Senators gave Rife to the Roman Nobility. 28 

Were Pri^s. 39 

Ltfi their Dignity when they loft their Sudfiance. 40 

Their Sons. 4^A2, 

(Sec more of them 120.) 

Senators, Engliih. 102 

Serjeants at Law fir/l hnighted by Henry \^L 143 

Serjeants at Arms. 152 

Servientes. 1 34 

Servitudes had Rife from War. 7 

Seftertia Mille. ' 30 

Seth, his Succejfionj and that of the other jintediluvian 

Patriarchs. 8 

SeveroSy Emperor* 71 

Sigifinnnd, Emperor* 124 

Skene, Sir John. 138, 143 

Smith, Sir Thomas. ijp 

Solidarii. 134 

Solon'j Government of the Athenians. 18 

Somerfet Herald. 162 

Sophia, Emprefs. 80 

Sovereign of the Order of the Garter. 136 

Spatharii. 80 

Stalhers. 102 

States <f England, three^ who. 104 

Statues, the Right of them^ what. 33 

Strangers, how to be plac'd. ij^ 

Subthaynus. 126 

Suetonius, his CharaUer. 30 
Sword, how to be borne before the King and fever al of the 

Nobility* lj6 

T. 
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T. 
^AUets ^ Goldy by whom mom among the Romans. 38 
•■- Tacitus. 59) 140 

Tarqoinios PrilctML ' 2396s 

Tarqainios Saperbos. 44>68 

Thanes. 102^ 1 I5i 126, IZ7, 129 

Theodofius. 66 

Tkcotljjnl. 102 

Thefens defigrfd to hring mB the Athenians mto one City* 

IS 
Hu Government J Divifion of his Suijects^ and farming 

them into a CdmmonmealtJh 16917 

Thetae at AthenSy who. 19 

Ticinom. ^ 

Titas Manilas, why ennobled. 6% 

Toparchy. 80 

Trajan. 66 

Tribes, how governed among the Jews. 9, ra 

jinwng the Romans. 2i 

Tribone, the great one^ who. ' 67 

Tvihxmes of t^ Soldiersy howchofe. ' 40 

Tribnnns Celeram, who. 6?^ 697 &^c. 

JaHus HoftiUus. ~ 44*68 

V. 

VAlerios Poplicola models the Senate. 23 
Valvafores, Vahafors or Vavafors, Valvadni or Va- 

vacinL 87,90 

Vanqnifli'd) become ignoble. 7 

Verftegan, his CharaUer. 156 

Vefpafian, 66 
Vicecomes, or Vircount. 9^3 95^ 109, 113 

Our firfi was in Henry VIV time. 1 1 j 

^See more 114,1300 

Viftors become noble. 7 

Vidams in France. 95 

Virgil jir Nobility by the Mother. 60 

Virtue, how reprefented. 3 

The Seeds of it to be cultivated. 53 

/Ar ^ Inheritance • 74 

Virtue, 
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' An Alphabetical IndeiL 

Virtue, its Ornaments ought t0 be confer*d en none but 

thefe who have it. j^ 

' A Caufe of NobUity. 64^66 

Ulfter Herald. 

Province. 




Urban, Pope. 76 

Ulher cf the Garter and Black Rod. x 37 

•" ' ; W. " • ' 

W^Ale^^frinceof. it 

' Who was the fxfk after Willian^ the Konuaii. Id 

109 

WaivrortlH 5«r WiUiam. xZ. 

Vf%f thatfges the Qmditimi rf Men;^ y 

Wat Tyler, 145 

Wajrwod ^ VajnroA 04 

Vf tilth, a Caufe rfNebUity. tij 

Wcniqjflaas, 93fi74 

"WIQiam the Norman. im 

De la Pole. 138 

William Rafus. 141 

WiUoiighby Famii^ / 131 

Wijiichafter, Sifiopf Prelate of the 0arterV 137 

Wjudibr, Dean ef\ Seg^er of the Garter. xvr 

C(4tU^keef the Garter. Ui 

' Windfor Herald. I6r 

Wifdom, a Caufe of Nobility. ^j^ 

Women, German, carry Titles^ but the Principalities^ &c. 

drfcend to Males% I2j 

• X. . ' . 

XAnthii derive Nobility from their Miithirs'p 59 

Xenophon for advancing mean People to Preferment. 

20 

y. 

^Otk Herald. 161 

n^ Eugit« at Athens, who. 19 

^ Zonara$. 78 

FINIS. 



BOOKS frimed for C. Rivington* ^t tJje Bible 
and Crown in St. Paul's Church-yard. 

LAN Addtefs to Perfbns of .-Quality and Eftatte. Bj Rf^ert 
Jf\ Ntlfon £fq; To whicli is added, an Appeixlix: of fbmf 
Origiinal and Valuable Papers. Price js. 6 d. die laigepaper^ aol 
4 J. 6 J* the finalL 

II. The Chriftian'sExercife ; or, Ktits to live above the VotU 
iMiile we are ia it: Vithl^cditatSon*; 'H^ and Solikxpiies^' 
Ibttd to the fcveral Stages of Chriftian Life. In foor Parts. , Bj 
Thomas k Kempis. Adom'd with beautiful Sculptures. Addre($*d 
to all the true Lovers of Devon'on. Bf fiahrt Nelfim Eiq; The 
iecond Edition revifed. To which is added, A Prayer which Mr* 
ISilfin made for his own Ufe, and a Letter wrote by Archbifliop 
TilUtfon to his fick Friend. Price 5 ^. 6d* 

III. A Aire Guide to the Holy Sacrament; , or, the devout Soul's 
Entertainment both befinre, at^ and after ibe Holy Communion. 
Chiefly extrafted 'from the antient Liturgyei^^ the Holy Scriptures, 
ahd the Writingffjuif ^e-moft Orthodox* DnripeLr ftecDOimended 
by the Reverend George Hkkes^ D. D. fbtnetime befi>re his' Death* 
Price 2 s. in Calf, and is» 6d. Sheep. 

. IV. A Conference berween a Chur^^n .and a Diflenter. In' 
which Mr. P'teree*t Vindication of the Dif^n^ is confider'd. Para- 
graph by Paragraph. Alfb a Preface, with fbme Remarks on the 
Lord Bifhop of Bangcrh Anfwer to the Report of the Committee 
of the Lower Houfe of Convocatioo, By Jofefh Smith. Prico 
ftitch'd ly. 6i. 
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